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Hi Everyone 

Hope this newsletter finds you all well during these 

challenging times.  

It was wonderful to see all states celebrating Dia de 

Sao Joao. NSW was unable to hold our function due 

to the restrictions and it was decided for the safety 

and wellbeing of our members to cancel.  

The pandemic is truly testing our opportunity to 

hold a gathering. We will continue to monitor the 

situation and once it is safe to do so, we shall catch 

up with each other. 

We have postponed our AGM which was to be held 

in October. We will advise once rescheduled. 

You are all in our thoughts and prayers always. 

Keep safe and well. Keep smiling. Miss you all. 

 

Viva Macaenses! 

Best Wishes 

Antonieta Manolakis 

President 

Casa de Macau Inc 
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On behalf of the Committee, I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish all Fathers, Grandfathers, 

Stepdads, Single Mums who have both roles, a 

Happy Father’s Day.  

To all that have lost their Dad, may you always 

keep their love and memory Eternal.  
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Nothing upsets people more than the perception of injustice, and that perception can cast a long shadow. 

In the long history of Macau, there are many cases where the governor and leading citizens had to accept 

orders from the local Chinese mandarin that were almost unendurable. They learned to live with it over 

the centuries, but in the mid-eighteenth century, British merchants began to move into the trade with 

China in significant numbers. The Chinese authorities in Guanzhou (then known as Canton), would not 

permit them to remain there throughout the year, and they were forced to live in Macau for six months. 

Most were officials of the British East India Company, effectively the world’s first multi-national 

corporation, which was rich and very powerful . They did not submit easily to the restrictions that either 

place imposed on them.  

 

There was an important case in 1773 in which a British citizen, Francis Scott, was involved, and the 

governing body of Macau, the Leal Senado, the Loyal Council found itself in an utterly impossible 

situation. Scott was accused of the murder of a Chinese man, and after a trial under Portuguese law was 

found not guilty.  

 

1773 was the year in which the Company’s officers arrived in Macau with all the arrogance that comes 

from wealth and power.  Later that year, Francis Scott, a British subject, as accused of the murder of a 

Chinese man in Macau, but when the case came to trial by the Portuguese court, no-one would testify 

against him. However , the Heung Shan mandarin informed the Senado that Scott was guilty and must be 

surrendered for execution. This meant death by slow strangulation, a most cruel and protracted death, 

clearly contrived with deterrence in mind. When the Portuguese authorities in Macau refused to comply, 

the mandarin placed sanctions on them that never failed. Macau, a rocky and barren peninsula, did not 

grow its own food, and imported it all from China. All that it needed was for the border gate to be closed 

and Macau would starve. On this occasion, because the life of an innocent man was at stake, the Senado 

refused to comply Therefore the usual coercion was applied: the closing of the barrier gate, with Macau 

set to starve. The Senado was at first determined to stand firm, but when after some time it became clear 

that the mandarin would not yield, it was at last persuaded to alter its decision by the Vicar-General of the 

diocese of Macau, Bishop Alexandre da Silva Pedrosa Guimarães, who was an ex officio member. 

Guimrães argued:  

 

‘When a tyrant demands even an innocent person, with menaces to ruin the places, the republic can say to 

any innocent , you must go and deliver yourself up, for the sake of saving, from inevitable destruction t he 

community ,which is worth more than the life of an individual. Should he refuse to obey, he is not 

innocent, he is criminal.’
 1

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Francis Scott Case 
judicial murder or cruel necessity? 

1

Anders Ljungstedt, An historical sketch of the Portuguese settlements in China pp. 65– 6. 

The text is given by Ljungstedt appears to e a close transliteration from a document no 

longer extant.  
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The Senado, grasping at straws, took this advice, urged on by the Procurator, who added, but without the 

priest’s sophistry, ‘the Mandarins are forcing away the Chinese retailers, determined to make us die of 

hunger; we had better surrender the Englishman’.  After what can only have been a tense and solemn 

meeting, this was done, and Francis Scott suffered a horrible end. There was then no cemetery for 

Protestants in Macau, so he did not even receive a proper burial The British merchant community blamed 

the Senado for what it saw as terrible act of injustice. Was this effectively judicial murder by the Senado 

or cruel necessity? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Macau, the Scott case was quickly forgotten. It was just one of many indignities that Macau had to 

bear. However, the British merchants did not forget. They held both Chinese and Portuguese in utter 

contempt. Sadly, although the Scott case was forgotten in Macau, the British outrage that flowed from it 

was not, and effectively defined British attitudes to the Portuguese in Macau and Hong Kong for the next 

two centuries. Readers of this article who worked in the banking sector in Hong Kong in the years after 

World War II experienced this at first hand. 

 

 

The Barrier Gate, sketched by George Chinnery, 1838. 

He depicted a busy trading scene and transcribed the Chinese characters above the gate, which read ‘Western 

barbarian gate’. It is clear that the gate was not a defensive position. There was never any Portuguese attempt 

to storm it, but it controlled the food supply. 

 

Toyo Bunko, Tokyo, published in the catalogue of an exhibition, ‘George Chinnery – Macau’, 1985.  
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This attitude continued when all the British, accompanied by some enterprising Portuguese, transferred to 

Hong Kong in the early 1840s. Although the Portuguese had survived in Macau in a decidedly hostile 

political environment for nearly 300 years, the British gave them no credit at all for their tenacity. In 

1993, a British bank officer in Hong Kong, Frank Welsh, remarked that ‘the Portuguese were habitually 

slighted’ by his British counterparts. 
2 

  Nothing leaves a deeper and longer-lasting impression than a 

perception of gross injustice. In 1836, a correspondent identified only as ‘A Visitor to China’ wrote that 

‘the blood of innocent Englishmen still cries out for redress’.
3

  The British remained horrified by the 

supine way in which the Portuguese had appeared to sanction the callous judicial murder by the 

mandarins of an innocent British subject.  

 

Another case, eleven years after the Francis Scott case, was even more horrible, because the victim was 

plainly innocent, but it did not involve the Portuguese. It convinced all the Europeans of what they 

considered the barbarism of what passed for justice in the Chinese mind. The Lady Hughes, a country 

ship (i.e., privately owned, not by the East India Company), arrived at Whampoa near Canton on 24 

November 1784, and fired a salute as it approached the anchorage. A small Chinese vessel was hit, and 

two men were killed. In vain did the foreign community at Canton plead that the deaths were accidental. 

Food and water were cut off from all the foreign factories (i.e. trading houses, managed by a ‘factor’, or 

manager) until the culprit was surrendered. This involved not only the British but also the Americans, 

Dutch, French, Spanish and Swedish. 

  

The original gunner could not be identified, but instead, another gunner from the Lady Hughes, an old and 

frail man, was most reluctantly handed over with a letter pleading for clemency, in a stratagem clearly 

intended to appeal to the well-known Chinese veneration for age. Supplies were at once restored. In a 

macabre way the plea seems to have partly succeeded. Nothing happened for several weeks while the 

matter was sent to Peking for consideration by the Throne. Eventually, the heads of the various foreign 

factories in Canton were summoned and told that although two men had died, clemency had indeed been 

granted: only one need be executed. The foreign barbarians were told to be more obedient in future and to 

surrender culprits for punishment without delay. Meanwhile, the elderly gunner was being strangled 

outside. 
4 

 Writing in 1822, thirty-eight years later, Peter Auber wrote that ‘the surrender of this man is 

considered to have inflicted indelible disgrace upon all parties concerned’.
 5

  

 

The British view continued to be that Chinese laws were ‘founded on a system in many respects 

incompatible with European ideas of Equity or Justice’.
 6

  The most outspoken critic of the Portuguese 

was J.F. Davis, whose remarkable career included a long period with the East India Company in Canton 

from 1813 to 1834, the last two years as President of the Select Committee. He lived in lordly fashion, 

enjoying an income said to be $25,000 a year, then a colossal sum. 
7

 When the Company ceased 

operations in China in 1834, he became the first Superintendent of Trade, a Government position. 

Looking back on the whole British connection with Macau, Davis, who as Sir John Davis became the 

second Governor of Hong Kong, had not a good word to say for the Portuguese in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 

F. Welsh, A borrowed place: the history of Hong Kong, p. 382.  

 
3

Chinese Repository, vol. 5, no. 3, July 1836, p. 130.  
4

J. Davis, The Chinese, vol. 1, pp. 70–74; H.B. Morse, The chronicles of the East India Company trading to China, 1635–1834, 

vol. 2, pp. 99–105.  

 
5

P. Auber, China, an outline of its laws and policy, cited by H.B. Morse, The chronicles of the East India Company trading to 

China, 1635–1834, vol. 4, p. 34.  
6

H.B. Morse, The chronicles of the East India Company trading to China, 1635–1834, vol. 3, p. 40. 
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an important work, The Chinese: a general description of the empire of China and its inhabitants, 

published in 1836. He claimed that even from early contacts in the seventeenth century they had treated 

the English deceitfully, adding that ‘in the course of time they have been able to exclude us altogether 

even from Macao’.
 8

 He maintained they had caused the failure of the British attempt to occupy Macau in 

1808 by ‘their customary intrigues with the Chinese government’.
 9

 He had seen the way Portuguese 

officials were obliged to kowtow to the local mandarin and devastatingly characterised the whole of 

Portuguese policy to the Chinese as marked by ‘their usual servility’.
 10

 

 

How did this play out? As early as 1806, a British committee in Macau rejected ‘the right of the Chinese 

…to impose their Laws upon strangers, which are not only very arbitrary and corruptly administered, but 

founded on a system in many respects incompatible with European ideas of Equity or Justice.’
 11

  Soon 

after the British occupied Hong Kong in 1841, the principle of extra-territorial rights was established.  

This meant that British subjects in China accused of criminal offences would be tried under British law, 

not Chinese law.  This provision lasted for more than a century until1944. The British government went 

even further. 

When the Hong Kong Legislative Council first met in 1844, its first ordinance, the Consular Ordinance 

No. 1, 24 January 1844, stated that Macau was ‘deemed and taken to be within the dominions of the 

emperor of China’.
 12

   That meant that British law, not Portuguese law or Chinese law, would apply to 

British citizens in Macau. It was a tremendous humiliation for Macau, which had always maintained that 

Portuguese sovereignty existed from the beginning, in 1557.
 13

    It firmly underlined the British 

determination that the infamous Francis Scott case that had taken place seventy years earlier could never 

happen again. By this time, Britain had enough military and naval strength at Hong Kong to put this 

ordinance into effect. Sadly, it also meant that in Hong Kong, Portuguese and Macanese people would be 

treated as second-class citizens for more than another hundred years. 

 

 

Stuart Braga  

10 June 2021  

 

 

 

 

7

J.P. Braga,The Portuguese in Hongkong and China, 1944,p. 63. 
8

J. Davis, The Chinese, vol. I, p. 53.This was quite untrue. When the Opium War began in 1839, the Chinese Commissioner, Lin Zexu, forced 

all the British merchants and their families, first from Canton and then from Macau. The Governor of Macau, Silveira Pinto, did all he could 

to assist them, but lacked the military force to do so. 
9

 Ibid., vol. I, p.81. 
10

Ibid., vol. I, p. 91. 
11

H.B. Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company trading to China, 1635-1834, vol.3, p.40. 
12

J.W. Norton-KysheHistory of the laws and courts of Hongkong, Vol1, p. 34. 
13

C.A. Montalto de Jesus,Historic Macao,p. 313
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Birthday Milestones 

 

Fernando (right) and his cousin Rui Lopo 
de Menezes during equestrian activities 

in old Macau, circa 1944. 
(Rui now lives in Sydney, and is cared 
for by Casa member Yvonne Husband 

and the extended Bayot family). 

Fernando de Menezes 

Ribeiro, celebrated his 99th 

Casa Canberra member and elder, 
Fernando de Menezes Ribeiro, 
celebrated his 99th birthday on 3 
March this year. Born in Portugal in 
1922, Fernando moved to Macau in 
1926, to Hong Kong in 1947, and 
then to Canberra Australia in 1963. 
Through these times and places, 
Fernando has had a rich and 
rewarding life, and continues to 
enjoy good health and quality of life, 
even now at 99, living 
independently, supported by four of 
his five children who also live in 
Canberra. 
 
Enjoying life has always been one of 
Fernando’s priorities. Interestingly, I 
don’t think he’s alone in that, as I’ve 
seen this quality in other Macanese 

of his generation, and perhaps other 
readers have too, amongst your 
family and friends. Fernando has 
found joy in life from family, friends, 
tennis, travel, and recording all 
aspects of his life with photos and in 
scrap books, of which he has more 
than 110. 
 
Fernando hails from old and 
esteemed families; in Portugal (the 
de Menezes), and Macau (the Senna 
Fernandes), some of whom made 
important contributions to the 
development of a more modern, 
Europeanised Macau. By all 
accounts, Fernando enjoyed a good 
life in Macau in the lead up to the 
war. Fernando had been studying in 
Hong Kong, but at his mother’s 
insistence, he returned to Macau six 
days before the Japanese invasion, 
unlike the poor souls who were 
unable to escape and had to endure 
the war years in Hong Kong. Despite 
the austerities and suffering around 
them, and being effectively cut off 
from the rest of the world, some 
fortunate Macau citizens were still 
able to find some enjoyment in 
activities such as badminton 
tournaments, parties, balls and 
dancing to the music of Filipino 
bands. Immediately after the war, 
Fernando married his childhood 
sweetheart, Maria Fernanda Nolasco 
da Silva (another of Macau’s old and 
distinguished families), at the Se 
Cathedral on 15 September 1945 
(Macau’s first wedding after the 
war). 
 
Two years later, Fernando moved his 
family to Hong Kong, where he took 
up a position in the re-established 
Portuguese Consulate, and he and 
his growing family enjoyed Hong 
Kong’s way of life during that period, 
all the while maintaining his 
connection to Macau. 
 
Then in 1963, after being offered a 
position at the Portuguese embassy 
in Australia, Fernando and the family 

moved to Canberra, and the 
adventures continued, all the way up 

  
Fernando with family and cake at his 

99th birthday. 

 
to the present, and with God’s grace 
in about nine months from now, we 
will be able to celebrate Fernando’s 
100th birthday. Knowing him, he’s 
probably already set aside a spot in 
one of his albums for the letter of 
acknowledgement he’s waiting to 
receive from the Queen. Viva 
Fernando! 

Luiz Ribeiro 
Casa Canberra Representative (and 

Fernando’s son). 

 
Happy 10th Birthday 
Oscar 

 
 
Oscar Soares Walton turned 10 on 
10th June 2021! 
 

Photo sent in by Angie Soares Walton 
Oscar is one of our young members in 

Queensland, son of Angie Soares Walton and 
Scott Walton, grandson of Rosie Godwin –  

 
Rosanna, Editor. 
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Happy 70th Birthday 
to Mary Rigby 
 

 

Mary is the daughter of Constance 
(Peggy) Marie Cameron (née Basto) 
and the granddaughter of Constance 
Mary and Antonio Basto  
Many of you will recognise Mary as a 
valued member of the Casa de 
Macau committee, helping to 
organise many of the functions they 
host. Mary has also attended almost 
every Encontro in Macau since the 
beginning, missing only the very first 
one 
Mary celebrated with her family in 
June, just before the latest 
lockdown. 
Happy Birthday Mum x 

Trish Rigby 

 

 

Mary with her younger brothers (from left) 
Paul, Mary, Tom, Chris and Pat  

(missing John) 

Happy 85th Birthday 
Gloria 

 
Gloria DeZwart 
celebrated 85 years young 
on 9th July 
Happy 85th Birthday Gloria DeZwart , my 
mum  
Eddie Raphael, Victorian Representative 
 

Four Generations  

My 
family, 4 generations L to R 
Matt, Lana, Zoe, Nat, Ash, Eddie (me) Spiro 
Lana, Christ Favacho, Eddy Favacho, Gloria 
DeZwart, Ryan 

Eddie Raphael 

Happy 80th Birthday 

Carol  

 

Carol Xavier from Brisbane 
celebrated her 80th Birthday on 5th 
August 2021 with some lady friends 
from her Club. Covid prevented 
celebrations with her son Miguel and 
his family but will do soon when 
restrictions are lifted. 
 

 

  

 
Casa de Macau Inc. 

 

IMPORTANT  

NOTICE TO 

MEMEBERS 

Please read the 

important Notice 

to Members 

attached to this 

newsletter. 

The notice is to 

bring members up 

to speed on the 

administration 

issues of the 

Association which 

have required 

some 

adjustments. 

Thank you for 

your attention to 

this matter 

The Committee 
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Wedding 

Anniversaries 

Happy 55th  

 

My Parents Jose & Gaby Da Silva got 
married on 5-Jun-1966 at the SE 
Cathedral, Macau. 
They celebrated their 55th Wedding 
Anniversary recently. 
Jose & Gaby arrived in Australia in 
1969, they have two Children and 
have 4 Grandchildren.      

Jose Da Silva 

 

 

Congratulations Jose and 

Gaby .. Lelo and Teresa, 

Rogerio and Tinny 

Happy 

Anniversary 

Happy 62nd  

 Congratulations to 
Aureliano De Assis & 
Teresa da Costa de Assis 
(Macau). 
We have just celebrated our 62nd 
Wedding Anniversary, a very quiet 
gathering, just Lelo, myself, our four 
daughters and sons-in-law 
Madalena, Bela & hubby Bryan, 
Virginia & Graham, and Fatima and 
grand children. Amy & hubby 
Stephen, Myles, Oscar & Eden. and 
great grand daughter Hazel Rose. 

Teresa de Assis 

Happy 53rd 

53 years of our Wedding 

Anniversary. We have been married 

for 53 years since May 1968. We 

have five grandchildren – they are 

Kimberly, Darren, Lachlan, Justin and 

Sean .  

 
 

Best regards,  
Rogério & Tinny Fernandes 

Newlyweds 

Wedding day Matthew Raphael & Erica Lucci 

with Ryan, Lana & Zoe 

Matthew Raphael  & Erica Lucci wed 
on 30th April, 2021 after their 
wedding being cancelled due to 
Covid restrictions a few times. 
Matthew is the son of Eddie 
Raphael, our Victorian 
Representative. 
Congratulations to our 
newlyweds!!! 

Welcome Additions to  

the Vieira family  

 
Alicia and Joe Vieira are proud to 
announce the births of two 
additional grandchildren this year. 
Oriana Theresa Vieira born on the 
29th January to parents Liz and  
Steven. 
Mia Jean born on 30th March to 
parents Lisa and Dan Ryan. 

Alicia and Joe  

Liz and 

Steven 

with their 

daughter 

Oriana 

Theresa 

Vieira 
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Hyndman Ancestry 
 

 

 
 
In March last year, as Covid was 
hitting around the world, and we 
found ourselves with time on our 
hands, my brother and fellow 
Queensland Casa de Macau member 
Joe Soares, was doing some family 
tree stuff online, with his wife Deb.   
Something they input generated a 
link and resultant contact with a 
Facebook group named Hyndman 
Ancestry.  Well, what a wonderful 
surprise!  Joe and Deb quickly got 
me involved and I became the 50th 
member of the group.  Membership 
now stands at 80, and is growing. 
Quoting from the website:  The 

purpose of this group is to bring 
together people who can trace their 
lineage to Colonel Henry Hyndman, 
HEIC [Honourable East India 
Company] and Joana Polair and their 
son, Captain Henry Hyndman. We 
are a group dedicated to researching 

and documenting the family lineage 
throughout the world. We are 
committed to sharing, educating, 
and learning about our family and to 
connect with people across the 
world bonded by this common 
ancestry. 
My paternal grandmother, Angela 
Leonora Hyndman before she 
married F.X. Soares, was one of 10 
siblings who reached adulthood. She 
is our link to the family – and what a 
huge family it is turning out to be!  
Hong Kong and Macau feature in the 
early days of the Hyndmans in the 
Far East, but today we are found all 
over the world. I remember my 
grandmother (Chacha) teaching me 
the names: Paco, Maria, Ebby, Lolo, 
Totti, Tata, Doly, Angela, Branca and 
Naning.  That was the order and I 
knew them off by heart.  Now I see 
them in the family tree and know 
they are mine! 
The Facebook Group, Hyndman 
Ancestry, was formed on January 3, 
2019 as an offshoot of another 
Group founded and managed by 
Bella Palmer, Hyndman Cousins.  The 
four original members, Francesca 
Sequeira Loftis, California; Rosalind 
Hyndman Endriga, California; Cecilia 
Aguanno, Great Britain; Debra 
Weddall, Melbourne, all 2nd/3rd 
cousins who had never known of 
each others existence until drawn 
together by a common desire to 
learn more about the Hyndman 
family history. Soon two more close 
cousins, Jessica Farah, Sydney and 
Jerry Hyndman, California, joined the 
group after finding each other and 
the rest of the group through DNA 
matches. What started as a 
genealogical group has grown into a 
diverse group of cousins that make 
up a close and wonderful family, the 
Portuguese Branch of the Hyndman 
Family of Lunderston Scotland. 
Francesca Sequeira Loftis (California) 
and Jessica Farah (Sydney) are the 
administrators of the group.  Their 
research and efforts have produced 
links to our ancestors whose roots 

are in Scotland, and can be traced 
back to Bonnie Prince Charlie (so 
there is a drop or two of Scottish 
royalty in our blood) and beyond to 

965 AD!!  
 
They have also consulted with a 
tartan maker and together have 
produced a tartan commemorating 
Henry Hyndman and family, which 
we are entitled to wear, and which a 
few have purchased and had made 
into hats, scarves, waistcoat, bow tie 
and bow and other items. It is in The 
Scottish Register of Tartans and is 
unique to us.  I have learned a great 
deal about the requirements to get it 
all done.  Each colour has to have a 
meaning and the combination makes 
it ours. So significant, and what a 
record of the family for posterity. 
Francesca has also explored many 
methods of restoring and enhancing 
old (or any) photos, which brings a 
lot of clarity and life to the memories 
we hang on to. 
The work is ongoing, and the 
collection of the various branches of 
the family tree that have been 
documented is already so large that 
it has had to be divided to be shared.  
And of course, the family continues 
to grow. 
 

Rosie Godwin (nee Rosemary Soares) 
Thanks Rosie – great article, Editor 
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How is Dia São João celebrated in some 
places around the world?   
 

How do they celebrate in 

Porto? 
In Portugal June is the month to 
celebrate different saints and Festa de 
São João is the culmination of five weeks 
of festivities.  
The city of Porto celebrates on June 23 
with traditional music, dances, jumping 
over bonfires and eating grilled 
sardines!!.  
Thousands of people go out to pay 
tribute to St. John and enjoy the 
magnificent fireworks at midnight. 
Did you know?? Some interesting pagan 
traditions.are also included .. such as … 
people on the streets might hit each 
other with garlic flowers or inflatable 
hammers!!! 
The fireworks are also symbolic paying 
tribute to the Sun as the deity, starting 
as a pagan ritual in the 14th century of 
worshipping the Sun and crops.  For over 
six hundred years these type of 
festivities have been celebrated  and 
continue to this day. In the 19th century 
the essence of Saint John the Baptist 
became so important to the citizens that 
the celebration obtained Christian 
meaning and was established as Porto’s 
most prominent holiday. 
It’s not widely known beyond Portugal, 
but it is one of the liveliest street 
celebrations in Porto. 

 
 

How they celebrate  Dia São 

João in Goa 
In North Goa celebrates with amazing 
enthusiasm and gusto.  Held at the 
beginning of the monsoon season in 
Goa, the festival is enjoyed by young 
men jumping into wells to retrieve gifts 
thrown in by villagers. In fact, people of 
all ages jump into wells, ponds and 
streams.  

Colorful boat races are organized in a 
well known village in North Goa. 
Interesting to note the festival of São 
João is not celebrated with the same 
enthusiasm over all of Goa. In the south, 
the celebrations take a somber tone, 
while particularly in the North festivities 
are accompanied by celebrations and 
merriment.   

 
The main feast day commences with the 
villagers taking a plunge into the village 
wells singing the “San Joao”.  
Locals and visitors alike revel in the spirit 
of celebration in North Goa. It takes in 
the “royal paradise” , which in local 
slang is called “Sangodd.” – a parade 
where locals dress in traditional  

 
costumes many with wreaths of fruits, 
flowers, ferns and … beer cans!!! .. all 
the while singing native religious songs 
and chanting the mantras. 
Of course mouth watering local food 
and Goa’s favorite Feni, a locally 
produced spirit, features prominently. 
From organized stage performances to 
mimic artists, other elements grace the 
Sao Joao Festival. such as competitions 
to allow the youths to exhibit their 
talents. Recently married couples or 
those blessed with a new-born gather 
with offerings of seasonal fruits.. 
The São João Festival in North Goa is 
also celebrated annually on 24th June, 
symbolising just 6 months before the 

birthday of Jesus on 25th December. 
 
How do they celebrate Dia Sao 

Joao in Brazil? 
The June Festival Festa Junina comes 
from the Catholic tradition during 
Brazil’s colonisation by Portugal and is 
based on the European Midsummer 
festivities celebrating harvests and 
Saints – mainly Saint Anthony, Saint 
John the Baptist and Saint Peter - with 
large social gatherings as well as 
dancing, drinking and eating.  

Dia São João is celebrated as part of this 
month long festival. Since northeastern 
Brazil is largely arid or semi-arid, it 
coincides with the end of the rainy 
seasons of most areas, and gives thanks 
to Saint John for the rain. 
Celebrations take place all over Brazil 
where the largest festivities are in the 
major cities and smaller events in almost 
every neighbourhood, some held in 
schools and churches, houses, bars and 
event centres.  In the northeast of Brazil 
some of the largest festivities are hosted 
similar to that of Carnival.  
Events take on a rural theme with 
costumes resembling a typical 
countryside style depicting farmers. 
Dancing is an important part and centres 
around a typical festival dance called 
quadrilha (square dance) and music 
known as forro-  described as a genre 
that is to the northeast of Brazil what 
Samba is to Rio de Janeiro - and is 
played with an accordion, a zabumba, 
and a triangle.  Food also features with 
all different types of food on offer. such 
as bolo de fuba (corn cakes), curau (corn 
mixed with condensed milk and peanuts 
and topped with cinnamon), 

 
 cocada de colher (shredded coconut 
mixed with condensed milk and butter) 
pe de moleque (sweet treat made withj 
hard toffee and peanuts) and pacoca 
(made of crushed peanuts). 

 
A family friendly tradition, most of these 
are held in schools where parents and 
children attend, performing shows, play 
typical games we all remember as 
children such as three legged races, 
fishing for prizes using a fishing rod and 
such.  Typical in the south of Braizil, 
festivities will end with fireworks 
After Carnival, Festa Junina is the largest 

celebration in Brazil. 

  

Festa de 

São João 

2021 
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How we celebrated 

Dia São João in 

Australia 
 

Canberra

 
Clockwise from left: Marie Ratterree, Ron 

Hickman, Fernando Ribeiro, John Ribeiro, 

Peter Grills, Bruno Yvanovich, Jill Yvanovich, 

Margarida Grills, Chris Reis, Mini Reis, Silvia 

Xavier, Isabel Harvey and Jeanne Chapman. 

Casa Canberra held a Dia do São 
João lunch on 25 June with a three 
course fine dining experience for 14 
members at The Boathouse 
Restaurant on the shores of Lake 
Burley Griffin. It was rainy outdoors, 
but that didn’t dampen the warmth 
and spirits of those within. An 
enjoyable time was had and 
appreciated by all. 
 
 

 
Left to right: Marie Ratterree, Ron Hickman, 

Fernando Ribeiro, John Ribeiro and 
Peter Grills. 

 
Luiz Ribeiro 

Casa Canberra 

Queensland 
Queensland Casa de Macau Dia Sao 
Joao 27 June 2021 
After 19 months of zero contact, a 
group of 40 Brisbane Casa members 
arrived at the Thyme2 restaurant at 
the Sofitel for lunch for Dia São João. 
 
Where once we looked forward to 
the sumptuous seafood at the 
renowned buffet, this is no longer 
available, due to our friendly 
Covid19.  Instead, we all dutifully 
pre-ordered from the menu 
choices given and were served 3 
courses each, with special items for 
the two youngsters who qualified for 
the Little Guests menu. 
There were 4 long tables with 10 
seated at each.  
 
A number was allocated to each 
attendee along with their name tags.  
This served to guide the meal 
service, as well as double as raffle 
tickets. 

Here are (around the table from left front) 

Adam, Janice, Eva, Arielle, Antoinette, Zeca, 

Fernanda, John, Elsa and Darrell. 

 
Cristey, Scott, Joe, Deb, Shirley, Mark, 
Keith,Carl, Angie and Oz. 

 

 
Louisa, Cheryl, Xiomara, Anthony, Miguel, 
Carol, Barbara, Langdon and Annie. 
 

Our MC Joe, Olivia, Adriana, Chris, 

Georgianna, Rogerio, Letty, Fran, Paul, Alicia. 

Our MC Joe doing his 

thing… 

Thanks to Casa de 
Macau we had 3 x $50 
gift cards for the 
raffle. 

  
Some of the lucky door prize 
winners: 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Joe Soares 

 
   Keith Seyer 

  

Georgianna DeSousa 
Antoinette da Silva 

Darrell Michaels 
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The food was excellent. The steaks 
were juicy, the octopus was tasty, 
fish was superb and so were the 
desserts. The Natas were a surprise 
and appreciated by all.   
 

  

  

   

 
 
Our members appeared to have a 
good time, and it was nice to see a 
good turnout after over a year and a 
half of not seeing each other. 
Thanks to everyone for making the 
effort to attend, to all those who 
helped on the day, to Rosanna for 
excellent liaison and Joe for running 
the event as MC.  
Huge appreciation to Casa de Macau 
for enabling this function. 
We are all looking forward with 
fingers crossed to getting together at 
Christmas. 

Joe and Rosie 
(Article supplied by Rosie Godwin. 

Photographs from both Rosie and Joe Vieira 
our MC on the day) 

 
Thank you Rosie Godwin and Joe Vieira for 
looking after our Queensland members and 
providing much fun. Rosanna 

 
 

South Australia 
We had a wonderful celebration for 
the 2021 Dia de São João lunch. It 
was held at a stunning venue called 
Bird Box at Windy Point. We 
overlooked amazing city views (I 
admit, we waited an hour for the fog 
to clear!), enjoyed wonderful 
conversations and came together on 
one long table sharing locally 
sourced Mediterranean inspired 
food. It was a wonderful hit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a total of 30 members 
attend (25 adults and 5 children). 
 

Many thanks, 
Anne 

 



13 
 

Victoria 
News from Vic... 
Whilst the world coped with Covid 
19 in all matters of ways, us 
Melbournians have been social 
distancing, locked down and getting 
Covid tested. We have missed many 
births, deaths and marriages, family 
events and social activities.  We have 
not been able to visit family or 
holiday. At times this was a real 
strain on people's psyche but luckily 
we are getting through this at the 
other end and currently Melbourne 
can claim to have no locally acquired 
cases. We now acknowledge our 
interstate families that are going 
through some hard times and wish 
them good health, stay safe and 
wear your masks!  
A report from Eddy Favacho written 

for me ... 
Following a long awaited time to get 
together plus a number of recent 
cancellations due to restrictions and 
lockdowns, we eventually were 
successful to arrange and nominated 
the 4th of July as our belated Sao 
Joao luncheon date. 
It wasn't the best of day's weather 
wise, it was cold,  windy and wet 
with heavy showers at intervals. I am 
so proud  of all our members who 
braved such inclement weather 
conditions to attend the luncheon. 
We had a good number of 
attendees, almost the full 
contingent. There were some 
grumblings from members residing 
in the North and Western suburbs of 
the CBD.  However it did not deter 
them having to travel quite some 
distance to attend. We applaud your 
dedication and efforts. Rest assured 
we'll do our utmost to locate our 
next venue somewhere that is more 
centralised.  

 
Ashley and Spiro     Matt and Ryan 

 
Attendees from left to right 

Eddy Favacho, Christa Favacho, Gloria 
DeZwart, Lorna Gomes, Anthony Di Sevo, 

Adrienne Carassellos, Estelle Ozario, Minas 
Carassellos 

 

 Lorna & Antonio 

 
Adrienne, Estelle & Minas 

For today's luncheon we sourced a 
new venue in the southeastern 
suburb of Glen Waverly. The name 
of the venue is Secret Kitchen the 
menu was Yum Cha, as usual the 
taste of Asian Cuisine is always 
delicious and tasty. It was a long 
time between lockdowns since we 
last tasted yum cha and I am sure we 
all had a good feed and enjoyed 
every morsel. 

 
Joao, Angela & Wini  Natalie and Lana 

Secret kitchen had a quirky secret 
shape the surroundings were 
ambient and cosy accompanied with 
a rather pleasant and courteous 
service. It was pleasant and pleasing 
to meet up with all the members 
exchanging gossip and cursing the 
virus.  We had no new members on 
this occasion but I was lucky to have 
a keen assistant with our raffle 
duties. She was my extra pair of 
hands, she is my grand daughter, 6 
year old Lana. She kept ringing my 

bell and dispensing raffle tickets, 
collecting winning tickets and 
distributing prizes to the winners, 
surprisingly regardless of who drew 
the ticket a vast majority ended up 
being from her table, she was a little 
super assistant but disappointingly I 
did not get a picture of her in action. 
 

 
Left to right 
Natalie Valencic, Lana Lucci, Erica Lucci & 
Zoe, Matthew Raphael, Ryan Lucci, Ashley 
Raphael, Spiro Tsetsos 
 

We members of Victoria say hello to 
all our Casa Members around 
Australia. Wishing you all well, stay 
safe and keep your distance.  

Your Victorian Resentative, 
Eddie Raphael. 

 

 
L to R 

Linda Collaco, Rei Collaco, Edlea Collaco, 
Filomena dos Santos, Joao Hong, Angela 

Gonsalves, Wini Gonsalves, Denis Collaco 
 

 
Lana Lucci my helper extraordinaire and me 

Eddie Raphael 
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Western Australia 

 

 

Something for the Casa newsletter from our 
Western Australian Members 

 
Due to the restrictions and 
occasional lockdown in Perth, the 
Members of the Casa de Macau in 
Perth have celebrated the Dia de St. 
Joao on Sunday the 1st August 2021 
at Lupo  Lab an Italian Restaurant 
situated in Mt. Hawthorn. The event 
was attended by over thirty 
members and their families and all 
had a great time.  The members 
would like to thank the President of 
the Casa de Macau in Sydney and 
their committee members for their 
support.  

Felipe Badaraco 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
It is so lovely to see all the photos of our 
members enjoying Dia Sao Joao around the 
various States. Thank you to all the 
cotributors 

Rosanna, Editor 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

New South Wales 
A much looked forward to Dia Sao 
Joao celebrations was planned for 
11th July 2021.  Unfortunately due to 
looming Covid restrictions and the 
welfare of our members the 
Committee decided that this would 
not proceed.  We hope to be able to 
get together with our Sydney 
members  when circumstances 
allow. 
 

 
 

Time to plan our 

Christmas Functions 

 
Well after such successful  Dia Sao 
Joao functions, it is now time to put 
our thinking caps on and plan our 
Christmas  functions, Covid 
permitting.  Hopefully by 
November/December most 
restrictions will ease and we should 
be able to enjoy our much looked 
forward to functions. 

 

 

Going back to your 

younger days!!! Cool!! 

 

 

 
 
Use this link. Put in the year that you 
graduated from High School or 
whatever. 
Then press “Hit Me.” Then click on a 
picture. This is so cool, 50’s and 60’s 
are particularly great for our 
generation. This will keep you 
amused for hours! 
http://thenostalgiamachine.com/ 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://thenostalgiamachine.com/
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Macau is connected to Hong 

Kong and China by the world’s 

longest sea bridge 

 

 
 
The 55km (34 miles) Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge is 20 times the 
length of San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate Bridge. It links Hong Kong and 
Macau with mainland China and 
consists of bridges, tunnels and 
artificial islands across the Pearl 
River estuary. 
Construction of the controversial 
bridge and tunnel project cost US$20 
billion and is an extraordinary feat of 
engineering. The structure is 
expected to last 120 years and built 
to withstand a magnitude 8 
earthquake and super typhoon. 
The bridge allows motorists to travel 

between Hong Kong and Macau in 
30 minutes and makes it easier to go 
on a Macau day trip from Hong Kong 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Happy Moon Cake Festival 

The mid-Autumn Festival in 2021 
was celebrated on 21st September 
2021.  The festival is held on the 15th 
day of the 8th month of the Chinese 
calendar which, in the year 2021, 
happens to fall on this date in 
September. How the date is 
determined is based on the Chinese 
Lunar calendar (and traditional solar 
calendar). The 8th month is the 
second month of autumn.  It is also 
based on the four seasons which 
have 3 approximately  30 day 
months in each season,  and day 15th 
of the 8th month is “the middle of 
autumn”.  On the 15th day of each 
lunar month, the moon is also at its 
roundest and brightest and is 
symbolic or auspicious for 
togetherness and reunion. Families 
get together, eat mooncakes, have 
family dinners and celebrate the 
harvest moon.  Day 15 of Month 8 is 
also when rice is mature and 
harvested. 
This year, the Chinese people will 
have enjoyed  a 3-day break from 
September 19th to 21st.  
As with any good celebration, 
preparations start for the festival at 
least 1 week in advance. 
Primary schools and kindergartens in 
China encourage students to make 
lanterns for decorations. It is also a 
time for giving gifts. Some good 
home cooks will make their 
mooncakes or some will purchase 
them and then give them as gifts 
several days in advance. 
Who doesn’t remember the lantern 
festival as part of the festivities. I 
know we all had lots of fun as 
children either having our own 
lantern or watching the beautifully 
lit lanterns being carried around.  

Thank you 

Thank you 

Thank you 

Thank you very much to Vivi 
Correa for her kind donation of 
various books about Macau. 
I’ll sure there will be a spot in 
our Casa Library to accomodate 
them. 
Also, many thanks to our 
member Jose Carlos Barros  for 
delivering them  to my place. 

Nina Deacon. 

 
Casa de Macau Inc. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
President: Antonieta Manolakis 
Vice President: Nina Deacon 
Treasurer: Ed Rozario 
Secretary: Mary Rigby 
 
Committee: 
Marcus Gutierrez 
Leonardo Amarante 
Stef Deacon 
Rosanna Webb 
 
Interstate Representatives 
ACT – Luiz Ribeiro 
QLD – Rosanna Webb 
SA – Anne Maher 
TAS – Robert Estorninho 
VIC – Eddie Raphael 
WA – Felipe  Badaraco 
Newsletter – Rosanna Webb 
Website – Maria Dos Santos-
Lee 

 

https://hzmb.hk/eng/index.html
https://travel2next.com/macau-day-trip-one-day-itinerary/


16 
 

The Story of St. Roch, 

Patron Saint of Dogs 

and Dog Lovers, etc. 

Story sent in by Pat Cruz dos Santos 

 
St. Roch (San Roque), also known as 
St. Rocco, was a nobleman from 
Montpellier, France, the only son of 
the wealthy governor of the city. 
St. Roch (c. 1295–1327) was born 
with an unusual and deep red mark 
on his chest in the shape of a cross, a 
sign that the Blessed Virgin Mary had 
heard and answered his mother's 
prayers for her barrenness to be 
healed. As a child, St. Roch 
was deeply religious, fasting twice a 
week after the example of his pious 
mother. His parents died when he 
was twenty years of age, after which 
he gave his inheritance to the poor, 
handed the government of the city 
over to his uncle, and began a new 
life as a poor mendicant pilgrim. 
Free from all earthly cares, St. Roch 
joined the Third Order Franciscans, 
donned the familiar pilgrim's garb (a 
common practice of popular piety at 
the time) and set out on a pilgrimage 
to visit and pray at the holy places in 
Rome. 
 
When he came upon the town of 
Acquapendente near Viterbo, he saw 
that it was badly struck by the black 
plague which was wreaking havoc 
across Europe. He sojourned there 
for a time to care for the sick both in 
private homes and in the hospitals—
at great risk to himself. 
Instead of contracting the highly 
contagious disease, St. Roch cured 
many people simply by making the 
Sign of the Cross over them. He 
continued his charitable work until 
the disease was halted from 
spreading further in the village, after 
which he continued on his 
pilgrimage. His miraculous healing 
power evidenced itself in the same 
manner in every plague-infested 
town that he passed through on his 
way to Rome, and in Rome itself. 

When his travels brought him to the 
town of Piacenza, he discovered that 
he was no longer spared from the 
deadly disease, having finally 
contracted it in the leg. Instead of 
burdening anyone with his sickness, 
he commended himself to God and 
awaited his death in a remote and 
abandoned forest hut.  
 
Providentially, a local nobleman's 
hunting dog found and befriended 
him, bringing him food daily and 
licking his wounds. A spring arose 
nearby to provide St. Roch with fresh 
water. 
 

 
 
The nobleman followed his dog into 
the woods one day, which led him to 
discover and aid the holy pilgrim. 
Slowly St. Roch's health was 
restored, after which he received 
divine inspiration that he should 
return to his native Montpellier. 
Once there he found the city at war. 
He refused to disclose his identity to 

the soldiers so that he could remain 
poor and unknown, having 
renounced his former life as the son 
of the governor. But his obfuscation 
aroused suspicion. He was accused 
of being a spy disguised as a pilgrim. 
St. Roch did not defend himself 
against these charges—wishing to 
conceal his true (and 
noble) identity—and instead 
entrusted himself completely to 
God's will. 
 
He was cast into prison by his own 
uncle, who failed to recognize his 
nephew's altered appearance. 
According to legend, St. Roch was 
forgotten and abandoned in 
prison—but God sent angels to 
minister to him while he was held in 
captivity. He died there five years 
later. 
 
As told by a Franciscan 
hagiographer, Marion A. Habig, 
O.F.M.: 
 
When he felt that his end was 
drawing near, Saint Roch asked that 
a priest might come and administer 
the last sacraments. The priest, on 
entering the prison, beheld it 
supernaturally lighted up and the 
poor captive surrounded with special 
radiance. As death claimed its victim, 
a tablet appeared on the wall on 
which an angelic hand wrote in 
golden letters the name of Roch, and 
the prediction that all who would 
invoke his intercession would be 
delivered from the plague. Informed 
of all that took place, Saint Roch's 
uncle came to the prison and, shortly 
after, also the governor's mother, 
that is, Roch's grandmother. She 
identified the dead man as her 
grandson by the birthmark of the red 
cross on his breast. They gave him a 
magnificent funeral and had a 
church built in his honour, in which 
his body was entombed. His 
veneration was approved by several 
popes and soon spread throughout 
Europe. 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/st-roch-patron-of-dogs-6114
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/st-roch-patron-of-dogs-6114
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/st-roch-patron-of-dogs-6114
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-roch-c1660/
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Later, during the Council of 
Constance in 1414, the plague broke 
out again in Rome. The Council 
Fathers turned to St. Roch, the 
patron against the plague, and 
arranged that prayers and public 
processions be held in his honour, 
after which the plague ceased. 
Because of his patronage against 
infectious disease, St. Roch was a 
highly-regarded saint in the late 
Middle Ages, especially in those 
Italian towns in which he exercised 
his healing powers. Many of these 
town have chosen him as their 
patron. 
 
St. Roch is often depicted as a 
pilgrim with a walking staff and 
seashell (the symbol of a pilgrim), an 
open sore on his leg, an angel by his 
side, and a dog at his feet. He is the 
patron saint of dogs, dog owners, 
knee problems, surgeons, invalids, 
bachelors, diseased cattle, and 
against cholera, plague, skin rashes 
and diseases, cholera, contagious 
diseases, pestilence, and epidemics. 
His feast day is August 16th. 

Article provided by 
 Patricia dos Santos (nee Cruz) 

Thank you Pat 

 
 

 

 

 

St Roch (San 

Roque) 
Background: St Roch was 
marked with a red cross on his 
chest at birth. When his 
parents died he inherited great 
wealth which he gave to the 
poor and devoted his life to 
helping the plague-stricken 
and sick. His miraculous 
powers were known to have 
cured many with the, “Sign of 
the cross”. He is Patron Saint 
of invalids. His Feast Day is 
16th August. 

 

 

 

  

Prayer to St Roch  

O Blessed St Roch, Patron of 
the sick, have pity on those 
who lie upon a bed of suffering. 
 

 
 
Your power was so great when 
you were in this world, that by 
the sign of the Cross, many 
were healed of their diseases. 
 
Now that you are in heaven, 
your power is no less. Offer to 
God our sighs and tears and 
obtain for us the physical and 
spiritual health we seek: 
 
(Share your request…) 
 
This we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
St Roch: Pray for us, that we 
may be relieved from all 
diseases of body and soul.  
 
(Repeat 3 times) 
Lord Jesus, may thy will be 
done. 
 
Say: Our Father… Hail Mary… 
Glory be… 
… St Roch, Pray for Us … 
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Portugal Day 

Another significant day in June is 
Portugal Day. On 10th June annually, 
Dia de Portugal, de Camões e das 

Comunidades Portuguesas, (Portugal 
Day, - officially Day of Portugal, 
Camões, and the Portuguese 
Communities) is celebrated 
throughout the world. 
 
It is a date of remembrance of one 
of Portugal’s most influential poets, 
Luis de Camões.  Camões wrote the 
1572 epic poem “Os Lusiadas” (The 
Lusiads), celebrating Portuguese 
history and achievements, mainly 
about the 15th Century Portuguese 
explorations, which brought fame 
and fortune to Portugal.  Considered 
one of the finest and most important 
works in Portuguese literature, it 
became a symbol for the great feats 
of the Portuguese Empire and 
acclaims Camões’ travels and the 
Portuguese navigations of an 
oceanic trade route to India by 
explorer Vasco de Gama. 
 

 
 
His date of death on 10th June 1580 
(as his date of birth is unknown) is 
celebrated as Portugal's National 
Day.  Ever since Portugal gained 
independence in 1640, June 10 has 
been observed as Dia de Camões.  
Portugal Day celebrations were 
officially suspended during the 
Carnation Revolution in 1974. 
Celebrations resumed after 1974 
and were expanded to include the 
Comunidades Portuguesas, 
Portuguese emigrants and their 
descendants living in communities 
all around the world 

 
 
 
On  Portugal Day, the national 
Portuguese type of music and song 
known as fado can be heard echoing 
into the streets of Portugal, as 
revelers celebrate this centuries-long 
tradition of their shared Portuguese 
heritage.  
 

 

In Australia, in the past, 

celebrations are organised by the 

Potuguese Clubs.in various States. 

This year Covid restrictions meant 

little or no celebrations and some 

planned events were cancelled.  

However, Mr. Google did find 

that a very famous Portuguese 

Chicken shop was offering 

customers a Dia de Portugal 

special on 10
th

 June in their well-

known Sydney store.... 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Father’s Day is celebrated on 
different dates around the world. In 
a few countries, including Australia, 
it is celebrated on the first Sunday in 
September.  In most other countries 
it is celebrated on the third Sunday 
in June. 
Reputedly, Father’s Day originated in 
the USA in 1910 and is now 
celebrated in around 70 countries.  A 
woman named Sonora Smart Dodd 
started this tradition to honour her 
father who raised her along with her 
five brothers after her mother died 
during childbirth.  Early Australian 
newspapers of the time report that 
Father’s day was slow to kick off in 
Australia.  It appears to have 
become popular in Australia from 
around  the mid-1930’s. In 1925 Ms 
Janet Heyden who was also the 
driving force behind Mother’s Day in 
Australia began a tradition of giving 
gifts on Father’s Day. Ms Heyden  
organised for the donation, 
collection and distribution of small 
gifts to elderly men alone in hospital 
or retirement homes. So began the 
dads in Australia being showered 
with small gifts as a token of 
affection from wives and children.  
Catholic European countries such as 
Portugal, Spain, Croatia, Italy 
celebrate Father’s day on St. 
Joseph’s Day, the 19th of March. The 
celebration of fatherhood by the 
European Catholics can be traced 
back as far as 1508 but it is possible 
that it could have begun earlier than 
that. 

Thank you Mr Wiki Pedia  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnation_Revolution
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Nuno Prata da Cruz 
 

With heavy hearts we announce the passing of a 

faithful son of the Macaense community, Nuno 

Maria Prata da Cruz, at the age of 65 in Oakland, 

California after a long battle 

with cancer. He was born 

January 5, 1956 in Hong 

Kong to Thalia Maria Prata 

and Felizberto Francisco da 

Cruz. Shortly after his birth, 

his family returned to Macau 

where he spent his childhood 

and made many good friends 

while studying at Santa Rosa 

de Lima, Escola Central, and 

Escola Comercial. In 1969, 

his family immigrated to the 

United States and settled in 

Oakland, California. After 

graduating from UC Berkeley, Nuno spent some 

time in the banking industry and eventually worked 

in his successful family business which he enjoyed 

and also gave him the freedom to pursue his passion 

in the Portuguese community. During the many 

family visits to Portugal, Nuno met the love of his 

life Maria Joao Palmeiro and were married in 1992 

in Oakland, California. 

Diagnosed with stage 4 cancer in 2015, Nuno never 

complained or allowed his cancer to take over his 

life. To the contrary, he lived his life to the fullest 

continuing as always promoting and preserving our 

Portuguese Macaense culture, heritage, food, music, 

and history while pursuing his many interests and 

passion in music, traveling, and his collection of 

exquisite liquor bottles. He was a long time director 

and important and influential member of the 

Lusitano Club of California, Macau Cultural Center,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portuguese Historical Society, Silicon Valley 

Portuguese Foundation, Conselho das  
 
 

Comunidades Macaenses, amongst others. 

He was the connection for the Macanese 

community globally who worked hard and 

kept everyone always in touch. He was 

always very kind and helpful and had a 

special way of touching the lives of all those 

who he associated with. Nuno era um bom 

filho, extremamente bom marido, bom 

irmão, bom tio, bom cunhado, bom amigo, 

excelente estudante, activo no Lusitano Club 

e em outras instituições. Enfim, foi um 

autêntico Português em alma na nossa 

fraternidade. He will be dearly missed but 

his great legacy will remain forever.  

Nuno is survived by his wife Maria Joao da Cruz, his 

sisters Manuela Sequeira, Fernanda Barros 

(Humberto), Maria Perpetuo (Joe), and his many 

nieces and nephews. 

A Celebration of Life Mass will held on Friday, July 

30
th

 10:30am at St Jarlath Church, 2620 Pleasant St, 

Oakland, CA 94602 with reception to follow at 

Macau Cultural Center, 109 J St, Fremont, CA 

94536. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent to American 

Cancer Society.  
 
 

Maria Roliz, 
Club Lusitano USA 
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT!!!! 

 

 

 

 
These shoes cost a cool $23.6m a 
pair!!!! 
 
Yes … $23.6m!!!  Known as the 
Passion Diamond Shoe, these shoes 
are stillettos made from real gold 
and encrusted with hundreds of 
diamonds and made from real gold .  
But there is a twist: these shoes 
don’t exist yet. (Phew!!!! I hear 
some of you husbands say!!!???) 
The makers unveiled a prototype to 
a group of 50 prospective buyers at 
none other than Dubai’s Burj Al 
Arab a couple of years ago.  Once 
purchased they will then be made 
specifically to fit the wearer’s feet.  
Only one pair will be made.  The 
shoes are a collaboration between 
UAE designer Jada Dubai and 
Passion Jewellers.  These shoes 
have 2 x 15 carat diamonds and all 
the diamonds on the shoes are no 
less than rare D flawless .Equivalent 
to the value of 23,448 pairs of 
Christian Louboutin’s pumps.  
Previously, the world’s most 
expensive shoes were a pair created 
by British Designer Debbie 
Wingham for a private buyer and 
cost in excess of $15m.  These two 
were encrusted in diamonds and 
other jewels. 
 
 

Not to be outdone … here 

is one for the Men!!!   
This is one of the World’s most 
expensive Car – a Mercedes with 
300,000 diamonds.  It will set you 

back a mere $4.8m.  It is a mink 
furnished Mercedes SL600.  It, too, 
was unveiled at a Dubai auto show 
in 2007 to celebrate the 50 year 
anniversary of Mercedes SL550.   
It is owned by Saudi Prince (Amir) 
Al-Waleed bin Abdul-Aziz.  The 
Prince had at that time 50 cars in 
his collection.  To achieve this 
diamond encrusted masterpiece 13 
experts worked on the car for and 
entire 2 weeks. But beware … just a 
touch you will have to pat $1000.  It 
is a certainty there could be no car 
more gorgeous than this diamond 
encrusted car ,… however would 
you be brave enough to drive it on 
the road? Just a small scratch will 
cost thousands of dollars.  A dream 
car it is complete with its elegant 
styling, cutting edge technology (at 
the time) and impressive 
performance.  Apart from its 
seductive style it is equipped with a 
powerful V8 and V12 engine with 
accelarates from 0 to 60mph in 4.4 
seconds.  

 
 

Marvellous what you can find time to 
google during lockdown!!!! 

Rosanna – Editor  

 

 
 

 

Beware of Lighted 

Candles and serious 

burns 

 
How often do you see romantic 
movies where there are many 
lighted candles in a bathroom 
waiting for someone to step into 
the bath.  Beware!!!! Wax and 
water do not mix. 
 

 
 
Most of you will probably already 
know this but in case you don’t it is 
worth mentioning.  If you pour 
water onto a burning candle, the 
wax spurts and causes lots of little 
fireballs which would cause serious 
injury if it got on you  .. or worse it 
could start a fire.  Please be aware 
and be safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important News about 

Membership 

 
If you have any changes to 

your contact details ( 
address, 

phone number 
& email) 

please let the Secretary 
 

Mary Rigby know on 
 
Email: 
rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au 
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 What do you see??? 

 

 

 
Look at this picture closely … what do you see? 
 
If you see the girl sitting and boy with his arms around 
her neck, then you are left brain. Look again. 
  
For in reality, it’s just the opposite. 
  
Then make the right brain work and you will see that it’s 
the boy who is sitting and wearing a black polo. The girl 
has her arms around the neck of the boy and wearing 
blue jeans! 
  
Not convinced about this then who has hair on his arms 
and legs? 
  
Very interesting, isn’t it?  
We all have two cerebral hemispheres that constantly 
interact but each has specific functions. The left 
hemisphere breaks down problems and analysis. 
  
The right hemisphere is interested in everything and 
innovates. 
  
The ideal is to foster communication between the two 
brains. But our education, or our temperament, 
sometimes leads us to favour one of these two areas. 

Thank you to our contributor who wishes to remain anonymous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A little Joke …  
Here's a joke for your 
newsletter . 
 
Newly married couple 
attending to their first 
night out following the 
easing of lockdown at their 
favourite restaurant, 
noticed the waitress had a 
new style of serving their 
plates of steak and vegies to 
their table.  
Wife asks the waitress why 
are you serving our steaks 
with your thumb on the 
steaks? 
Waitress replies... 
"I don't want the steaks to 
slide off the plates again" 

Kind regards 
Ed.Favacho. 
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Visit our new Casa de 

Macau website: 
 

A very big thank you to 
Maria dos Santos Lee 

for the wonderful design of our new 
website and 

transition to the new site. 
 
 

casademacau.org.au 
 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN CASA NEWS  

We want to hear more news from 

all the members of the Casa across 

Australia. What are our members 

doing? Who is celebrating, 

weddings, babies, birthdays (major 

ones), remembering favourite 

festivals and how they were 

celebrated – then and now. 

 Stories of your family time in 

Macao, Portugal or Hong Kong. 

Please send your stories tor 

info@casademacau.org.au 

Next newsletter is December 2021. 

Deadline for articles is 

7 November, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Macau Cultural Centre 
Contact Details 

Postal Address 
Casa de Macau Inc. Australia 
P O Box A908 
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235 
 
Enquiries 
Our email address is:  
info casademacau.org.au 
E m a i l  U s  
 
Cultural Centre Address 
244 Unwins Bridge Road 
SYDENHAM (Sydney, Australia) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Macanese Geneology Site 

In 2000 Prof. Henrique 
d’Assumpção from Adelaide in 
South Australia began an English 
language database of Macanese 
families, with names, births, 
marriages, deaths, based mainly 
on Dr Forjaz’s books but 
supplemented by contributions 
from over 700 people around 
the world. Prof. d’Assumpção 
has created and maintains an 
archive of Macanese genealogy, 
culture and history that is 
accessible via his restricted 
website:  

http://macanesefamilies.com/ 

  

Please note: We are restructuring 
the private Macanese Families 
website to make improvements and 
tighten security. As a consequence, 
people who had previously 
registered in the old system will 
have to change to a strong 
password in the new system. We 
regret the inconvenience this will 
cause. 

This is a wonderful gift to the 
community and is much 
appreciated. 

Voting members, who have not 
already done so, are encouraged 
to register and visit this 
restricted website which has 
more than 65,000 names, many 
interesting facts and stories of 
our community, gathered from 
contributors around the world, 
as well as recipes and audio 
recording of our unique Patuá 
language. We are sure you will 
find the experience enjoyable 
and even educational. 

 

A very  big thank you to everyone who 

contributed to this edition of Casa News .  This 

is your newsletter and we want to hear from 

you. 

Important Information 

about Membership 
 
If your details have changed: 

- Change of address 
- Change of phone 

number/s  
- Change of email 

address 
Or if you can receive your 
newsletter by email  please 
let Mary Rigby know on 
Email: 
rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au 

mailto:info@casademacau.org.au
http://macanesefamilies.com/

