
We hope and pray that all of you are well after an 

unprecedented year. All of us would never have 

imagined experiencing this in our lifetime. Due to 

COVID-19, we have had to put all of our functions 

on hold for 2020. The Committee met on Saturday 

21st November 2020 for the first time at MCC 

Sydenham since the pandemic began.  We have 

worked on several changes outlined below 

electronically. Thank you for your patience during 

these challenging times.  

Committee 
Due to personal reasons, in early November 2020 
Antonia Olaes and Belinda Rosario have resigned 
from the Committee. We will miss them dearly and 
are truly grateful for their tireless dedication to 
Casa over the years. We hope you keep in touch.  

We welcome Rosanna Webb to the Committee as 
Deputy Secretary. Thank you for taking on this 
role. 

Functions 
The Committee agreed that due to COVID 
restrictions, there won’t be a Christmas function 
for 2020. When we have clearer advice on the 
easing of restrictions and seriously consider  the 
safety of our members. We are hopeful that we 
will be able to hold a Chinese New Year Function in 
February 2021 but this will depend on COVID 
restrictions. We will advise if there are any 
changes. 

Membership Fees 2021 
In light of COVID-19 and the non- existence of 
activities for 2020, the Committee have agreed  
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unanimously that subscriptions for membership will 
be waived for 2021 for all current financial members 
as at 31 December 2020. 

AGM 2020 
Due to Covid restrictions and in accordance with the 
guidelines, it was unanimously agreed and carried 
that we should aim to have an AGM in Sept/Oct 
2021.  This is allowed under the NSW Fair Trading 
department COVID guidelines. 

Newsletter  
Our newsletter Editor, Denice Smith resigned on 7th

March 2020 . We appreciate her expertise, support 
and dedication to Casa de Macau since 2009. Thank 
you and we wish you well.  
Rosanna Webb has volunteered to be our Newsletter 
Editor. Thank you for taking on this role, we look 
forward to working with you.  

Website 
The Committee is excited to announce our website 
has been updated and given a modern look. Thank 
you Maria and Ed for your efficiency in launching our 
website in a timely manner. We hope everyone will 
enjoy the revamped look.  We encourage any 
feedback or suggestions from Members. 

Casa Logo 
You may have noticed a new logo on our Newsletter, 
the Committee have agreed to adopt this design 
which contains the Leal Senado Crest.  We 
encourage your feedback on this change. 

With all the uncertainty due to COVID-19, we hope 
that we can resume our functions in 2021. Our next 
gathering will be a huge celebration and an amazing 
catch up with our family and friends. 
On behalf of the Committee, may you all be Blessed 
with a safe and Merry Christmas. May the New Year 
lead us into a brighter 2021.  

Viva Macaenses! 
Best Wishes 
Antonieta Manolakis 
President 
Casa de Macau Inc



Um Marinheiro em Macau     
A sailor in Macau 

Filippe Emílio de Paiva,  
Tenente, Marinha Portuguesa 

Lieutenant, Portuguese Navy
By Stuart Braga 

This article commemorates a man whose connection 
with Macau in the early years of the twentieth century 
was brief but it left long memories. He was Filippe 
Emílio de Paiva, born in 1871, who became an officer in 
the Portuguese Navy. After a long period of neglect in 
the nineteenth century, the navy underwent vigorous 
expansion early in the twentieth century. By 1910 the 
fleet included six cruisers, four torpedo boats, a 
torpedo gunboat, thirteen canhoneiras (gunboats) and 
other auxiliary and minor vessels, with a submarine 
under construction.1

So Paiva was an officer in a small navy, but one that was 
growing in confidence. In 1901 he was posted to the 
Diu, a gunboat stationed for an extended period in 
Macau in the course of an extensive tour of duty which 
lasted until 1905.2 He recorded his activities and 
impressions, especially in Macau between 1903 and 
1904, in a well-compiled diary that he illustrated with 
photographs, postcards, menus and other mementoes 
of life in this far-flung outpost of the Portuguese 
empire. He had a keen interest in the colourful life of 
the Chinese community, and included several of his 
own coloured drawings in his diary. A significant aspect 
of this unique diary is the keen interest Paiva took in 
the Chinese culture of Macau, so his pictures give an 
important glimpse into it.  

1 Wikipedia, Portuguese Navy. 
2 Note by Julie Whiting, Petherick Newsletter, 
September 2016, National Library of Australia. 

Kwang ti procession Dragon boat race

All was peaceful in Macau, but in the rest of East Asia a 
tense international situation prevailed. Paiva was more 
interested in the local scene than in the world-shaking 
events all around him, which he could not influence in 
any way. 
East Asia was in an escalating crisis. At the end of the 
nineteenth century there had been a serious uprising 
known as the Boxer Rebellion against foreigners in 
northern China. It was supported by the Imperial 
government, which was punished severely for this 
decision. The uprising was put down with severity in 
1900 by a combination of forces sent by several Powers, 
including the British, Americans, Germans, and French. 
They lifted the siege of the foreign legations in Peking, 
now Beijing. The Chinese Empire, which had grown 
steadily weaker during the nineteenth century, was 
almost at the point of collapse. By contrast, the 
Japanese Empire was growing rapidly in strength. The 
Japanese had beaten the Chinese in 1895 and occupied 
Korea, which they held for fifty years until their defeat 
in World War II. The Russian Empire was opposed to the 
expansion of Japan and began to move military forces 
across the nearly completed trans-Siberian railway in an 
attempt to threaten Japan. Naturally, large naval forces 
from the Great Powers were built up, especially by the 
British, whose naval policy was to maintain a fleet twice 
the size of her nearest rival. 
Portugal, which had once controlled the Indian Ocean 
and the sea route to Japan, was not engaged in this 
power struggle, but found it essential to maintain a 
small naval presence on the China Coast. Though it was 
small, the Portuguese navy was well-regarded. In most 
parts of the world, slavery and the slave trade had long 
been abolished, but on the coast of East Africa, the evil 
persisted. This gave the Portuguese navy the 
opportunity to punch above its weight on at least one 
occasion in 1902. 



SLAVERY IN EAST AFRICA. 

GOOD WORK BY PORTUGUESE. 

LONDON, Wednesday. — Portuguese gunboats 
have captured 12 Arab dhows                    off the 

Mozambique coast, killing 50 slavers, and 
liberating 700 slaves. 

Daily Telegraph, Sydney, 20 March 1902. 

Three years later, in 1905, as the crisis in East Asia 
reached boiling point, Russia sent its Baltic Fleet 
eastwards in an attempt to crush the Japanese. With 42 
ships, the Russians depended on coal supplies on this 
long voyage and could only enter friendly ports to 
obtain it. There were none before French Indo-China, 
the first friendly port. Until then, they needed 30 to 40 
re-coaling sessions and 450,000 tons of coal. This was 
provided by 60 colliers leased from the Hamburg-
Amerika Line.3 Nevertheless, they were keen to obtain 
coal on the way if they could. 
Portugal was neutral in this conflict, so refused coaling 
rights to the vast Russian fleet. However, in the distant 
Portuguese territory of Angola, all that stood in the way 
of the Russian fleet with its eleven battleships, eight 
cruisers and numerous destroyers was the 228 ton 
Portuguese river gunboat Limpopo which forbade the 
Baltic fleet to take on coal in Tiger Bay, Angola. The 
incident was widely reported internationally.4 It would 
certainly have been reported in the press in Hong Kong 
and Macau. The Russians realised that if they brushed 
the little gunboat aside, they risked war with Britain, 
Portugal’s oldest ally. 
In Macau, the officers and men of the Diu would have 
had access to reports in the local press, and must have 

3 H.P. Willmott, The Last Century of Sea Power: From Port 
Arthur to Chanak, 1894–1922, Volume 1. Indiana University 
Press, 2009, p. 112, quoted in Wikipedia article, Battle of 
Tsushima. 
4 It was reported in at least 46 Australian newspapers, 
e.g. in the Armidale Express 20 January 1905. 

viewed these naval achievements in Africa with much 
satisfaction, although they were not directly involved. It 
would certainly have improved the morale of the whole 
crew. The Diu, 717 tons and with a length of 45 metres, 
had a complement of 124. It was built in 1889 for 
colonial service, in which it was engaged for 24 years 
before it was decommissioned in 1913.5

The Diu, named for the great Portuguese naval victory 
in 1509, left Lisbon in 1901, commanded by Captain 
Diogo de Sá.6 It sailed through the Mediterranean Sea, 
calling at Gibraltar, Palermo, Port Said and Aden, 
arriving in the Portuguese territory of Goa in early 
December.  It stayed there until the end of March 1902.  
The ship then sailed on to Colombo, Singapore, 
Surabaya and then to Dili, in Portuguese Timor Leste by 
the end of April.  After three weeks at Dili the Diu
resumed its journey and finally anchored in Macau on 
18 June. The Portuguese government was keen to show 
the flag along the China Coast, so three weeks later the 
Diu sailed to Hong Kong, Amoy, Foochow, Pagoda (Min 
River), Shanghai, then to the northern German port of 
Kiau-Chau, then returning via Chefoo, Shanghai, Amoy 
and Hong Kong to Macau in mid-October.7 The gunboat 
was then stationed at the Macau Naval Station between 
25 April 1903 and 28 February 1905.8 It left not long 
before the great naval disaster which befell the 
Russians in the Battle of Tsushima Straits as soon as 
they reached Japan. Most of their fleet was destroyed 
by the Japanese Navy. 

5 I am indebted for this information to Ivan Gogin, who 
in 2014 compiled a detailed and careful list of 
Portuguese naval vessels. 
http://www.navypedia.org/ships/portugal/pr_of_diu.htm, 
accessed 25 June 2019. 
6 Brisbane Courier, 10 February 1904, quoting the 
Overland China Mail, 18 January 1904. 
7 Note by Julie Whiting, Petherick Newsletter, 
September 2016, National Library of Australia. 
8 macauantigo.blogspot.com/2017/12/filipe-emilio-de-
paiva-e-o-album-de.html, accessed 27 June 2019.  



During the period from 1903 to 1905, Paiva wrote a 
three volume diary of his experiences in Macau. The 
duties of a naval officer left him plenty of time to enjoy 
the sights and entertainments of his host city and to 
share in its community life. It is obvious that Paiva had a 
particular interest in theatre, spectacle and the 
performing arts, as many of his drawings depict actors 
in costume, processions and performances. He 
attended several banquets and pasted the menus into 
his diary; one was smudged, apparently by gravy, as the 
guests enjoyed themselves, perhaps too well. The 
printed items were printed by Noronha & Co., the local 
branch of the famous Hong Kong firm established by 
Delfino Noronha, who had learned the craft of printing 
in Macau in the 1830s. 

There was a proposal to rebuild the ruined St Paul’s 
Church, destroyed by fire in 1835. Paiva attended a 
ceremony on 4 December 1904 at which a foundation 
stone was laid by the Bishop of Macau, Dom João 
Paulino d’Azevedo e Castro. The Order of Service was 
pasted in too. Fortunately, nothing more was done, for 
the great dome that was planned would have obscured 
the majestic façade that has become Macau’s most 
important landmark. 
It was not all feasts and festivities. In July 1903, the 
crew of the Diu put on a production at the Dom Pedro V 
Theatre in aid of the National Association for 
Tuberculosis. In May 1904 there was another 
production in aid of a poor family. The Portuguese 
community of Macau showed their appreciation of the 
seamen’s public-spirited support by putting on a dinner 
for the officers. Curiously, it was timed to mark the 
second anniversary of their departure from Lisbon. 

Paiva’s attention was arrested by the Chinese frequent 
and plentiful use of firecrackers. He wrote an article on 
‘pau-chaus’ (firecrackers) which was published in the 
Portuguese Colonial and Maritime Magazine.9 While he 

9 Revista Portugueza Colonial e Maritimo (Portuguese 
Colonial and Maritime Magazine), No. 73, 20 October 
1903. 



carefully described what he saw, the opinion of this 
observant, well-travelled man is typical of the 
condescending European opinions of that era. ‘Como 
poderá o pobre china mover-se dentro do circulo de 
ferro de tantas superstições, de que nada o pode 
demover nem arredar?’   (‘How can poor China move 
inside the iron ring of so many superstitions which 
nothing can overcome or remove?’) 
Paiva’s fascination with Macau did not cease when the 
Diu returned home from the Macau Naval Station. A 
generation later, in 1928, Paiva wrote a novel, ‘O caso 
da rua Volong, scenas da vida colonial’ (The case of 
Volong Street, scenes of colonial life) set in Macau 
under the pseudonym Emílio San Bruno. There is a copy 
in the J.M. Braga collection in the National Library of 
Australia, with a note on the title page in Jack Braga’s 
handwriting indicating that this is the pseudonym of 
Filipe Emílio de Paiva.10

Chinese New Year dragon dance. The dance is 
performed by a team of dancers who manipulate a 
long flexible figure of a dragon using poles 
positioned at regular intervals along the length of 
the dragon. The dragon is trying to grab the pearl 
(top right), but a skilled dancer ensures that it never 
succeeds in catching it. 

Filippe Paiva died in 1954 aged 83.  In 1957 his diary 
was donated by his widow to the Geographical Society 
of Lisbon.  Nearly forty years later it was rediscovered 
by two people doing background research related to 

10 caderno-do-oriente.blogspot.com/2012/08/os-pau-
chaus-panchoes-estalos-chinezes.html. Accessed 27 June 
2019.  

the establishment of the Macau Museum, which was 
opened in 1998.  They brought it to the attention of the 
Director of the Museu Marítimo de Macau (the Macau 
Maritime Museum) which published a facsimile edition 
of the diary in 1997.  The facsimile is a transcription of 
the original handwritten text, plus reproductions of all 
of the ephemera, photographs and drawings.11

Filippe Paiva was much more than a casual visitor to 
Macau, a naval officer just passing through. His diary, 
especially his many illustrations pasted into it, gives a 
lasting record of a Macau that has now vanished. We 
owe the Macau Maritime Museum a debt of gratitude 
for rescuing it from obscurity and to the National 
Library of Australia for acquiring this out-of-way 
curiosity,12

Street scene in Macau, 1903/1904. 
The only sign in Portuguese reads Va-Ki Botequim 

e bilhar (Bar and billiards)

11 The fine one-volume facsimile of the diary came to 
the attention of the late Julie Whiting, Manager of 
Overseas Collections at the National Library of 
Australia. Its website commented, ‘she delighted in 
uncovering the interesting, unusual and quirky items in 
our collection.’ 
12 Visitors to the National Library of Australia may find 
Paiva’s diary catalogued thus: Paiva, Filipe Emílio de. & 
Museu Marítimo de Macau, editor.  (1997).  Um 
marinheiro em Macau 1903. It is well worth looking at. 



Engagement News

Congratulations to our Committee 
Member Stephanie Deacon on her 
engagement to Mitchell Guthmann 
on the 20th November 2020. 
We wish them all the best for their 
future 

Speedy Recovery 
In February this year, Connie Gavan 
found she had very advanced 
Lymphodemia cancer right through 
her body, she was extremely ill, for 
seven months losing her hair, but 
slowly she has recovered, once you 
are over eighty you don’t bounce 
back too quickly!!! But we are now 
going out having dinners and 
lunches, she looks like a Buddhist 
nun with her hair just a fuzz. 
Thank you to our wonderful God we 

got her back  Ray Gavan 

Robert Rigby 
Penrith Local Appreciation 
Mr Robert Rigby has been a 
committed and respected Cubs 
Leader for the 1st South Penrith 
Scouting Group for over 10 years 
and has made a significant 
contribution to the education, 
safety and wellbeing of children 
(cubs) in this time. 

Robert goes above and beyond what 
is expected, taking the time to plan 
and execute an extraordinary 
variety of outdoor activities 
including camping, bushcraft, hiking, 
rafting and canoeing to ensure 
children are engaged and excited to 
learn and experience new things. 

Robert is well-respected amongst 
the children, parents and other 
leaders and invests a great deal of 
time and effort to ensure children 
under his care enjoy a well-rounded, 
fun, challenging and adventurous 
experience. 

Macao Gastronomy 

A message from Rufino Ramos 
about the  Macanese Gastronomy 
Database 

The site 
www.gastronomy.gov.mo [1] 
was revamped by MGTO and was 
launched on 25th November 2020.. It 
now contains a section on Macanese 
Cuisine Database clicking upon 
which you come to a list of relevant 
publications, video (to be 
constructed), manuscripts of old 
recipes contributed by several 
persons properly identified 
(amongst which are those from 
Cintia Serro, Eddie Cruz, Leonardo 
Amarante, etc.), and transcript of 
those at Macanese Library 
homepage (by courtesy of Prof. 
Quito d'Assumpção) and others 
received through Ed Rozario. 
As member of the Working 
Committee, I would like to thank 
your contribution and effort in 
collecting and providing those data 
and hope we will strive together to 
dig out more valuable troves from 
our family arks. 
Please inform your membership 
about this interesting site. 
Enjoy browsing and many thanks. 

Links: 
------ 
[1] http://www.gastronomy.gov.mo

The coming Chinese 

New Year falls on 

12022021.

This is a palindrome. 

The date reads the 

same from left to right 

or from right to left. 

Such a date won’t 

recur. 

Hence the 

12 Feb 2021 

is an auspicious day 

to celebrate our 

Chinese New Year



Macao: UNESCO Creative 

City of Gastronomy 

Macanese Cuisine Database 

Here is some news about this 

important and interesting site. It is 

worth a visit … 

A Message from Rafino Ramos  on 

25 November 2020 

Dear Presidents, 

The site www.gastronomy.gov.mo

was revamped by MGTO and was 

launched this afternoon. It now 

contains a section on Macanese 

Cuisine Database clicking upon 

which you come to a list of relevant 

publications, video (to be 

constructed), manuscripts of old 

recipes contributed by several 

persons properly identified 

(amongst which are those from 

Cintia Serro, Eddie Cruz, Leonardo 

Amarante, etc.), and transcript of 

those at Macanese Library 

homepage (by courtesy of Prof. 

Quito d'Assumpção) and others 

received through Ed Rozario. 

As member of the Working 

Committee, I would like to thank 

your contribution and effort in 

collecting and providing those data 

and hope we will strive together to 

dig out more valuable troves from 

our family arks. 

Please inform your membership 

about this interesting site. 

Enjoy browsing and many thanks. 

Australian Contributors to the 

Macanese Cuisine Database 

The contributors to the website 
from Casa de Macau Australia are: 

 Henrique (Quito) 
d’Assumpcao  

 Joao Bosco Correa  

 Leonardo Amarante  

 Carmen O’Brien  

 Janine Donato  

 Alberto and Winnie da Silva 

The recipes from these Australian 
contributors can be found on the 
Gastronomy website.  

* From the Home page go to 
Macanese Cuisine Database page.   
* Select the Recipes page.  
* Under recipes select Others tab.  

The recipes from contributors are 
listed there. 

* Quito d’Assumpcao website 
recipes are available from its own 
tab. Enjoy and have fun trying some 
of the recipes. 



Birthday Milestones 

From Brenda Cruz and 
Maureen Wan 

Elsilia Socorro Cruz Watling (only 

daughter of Felisberto and Etelvira 

Fernandes) celebrated her 90th

Birthday on 26 January with family, 

relatives and friends at Fortuna 

Gardens Restaurant, Winston 

Hills.  She’s always said that she’s 

very lucky to have the whole of 

Australia celebrate her birthday and 

especially this milestone in her life. 

Birthday Milestones

Our bit of family news - Shirley 

Cronau (in-law of the Soares clan in 

Brisbane) will be having a BIG 

Birthday on 6 Jan next year ... a 

birthday ending in a zero :) 

Photo attached of Shirley taken 22 

November 2020 with her rose 

garden. 

From Shirley’s daughter Deb Cronau 

Next NEWSLETTER 

The next newsletter is due in  
March 2021.   

If you have anything you would like 
to include, please send in by  

14th Feburary 2021. 
email to: 

info@casdemacau.org.au 

International Youth 

Conference On Line 

Nick Ramalho and I represented the 

Australian Casa in the International 

Youth Conference that was held 

online on 25 June 2020. There is also 

a screenshot from the day. 

After a welcome and introduction by 

Duarte Alves, the AJM President, 

each representative gave a short 

presentation. 

Nick and I spoke on the current 

situation with COVID in our country 

and in particular NSW, current news 

and affairs on how it affects us, and 

we also discussed recovery and 

future. The presentations were 

followed by general discussion. 

While it was wonderful to catch up 

with our longtime friends, it was 

also heartening to see so many new 

faces. It reminded us that there are 

those who cannot drop everything 

for a week to get to an Encontro, 

and it's clear that there is a strong 

sense of pride and interest in the 

international youth of Macau, 

where we are proud to represent 

not only our own Casa, but also our 

families. 

Nick and I were pleased to be 

invited to represent the Australian 

Casa in this initiative.  

Kristy Wan 



News from Queensland 

Canadian visitors to Brisbane. 
Joe Vieira arranged for a lovely 
lunch meeting between his sister 
Marie (Mimi) Bombardier, and Rosie 
Godwin and Darrell Michaels from 
the Brisbane branch of Casa de 
Macau, which took place on 14 
January. A lovely catch-up. Mimi 
now calls Toronto, Canada, home. 
The Vieira and Soares families once 
lived at Luso Apartments in Hong 
Kong, both in ‘A’ Block, the Vieiras 
on the first floor and the Soareses 
on the fourth.  The girls went to high 
school at Maryknoll Convent School 
(MCS) where there was a cohort of 
Portuguese students. 
The travellers had been to Hong 
Kong, including a look at the Bank 
Flats, as Luso Apartments was also 
known.  (Luso indicates Portuguese 
and the complex was home to 
Portuguese families with a 
connection to HSBC.) 

Mimi had her daughter Chantal with 
her on this trip.  They spent their 
days visiting many of Brisbane’s 
tourist attractions as well as seeing 
family. 
They were being chauffeured by 
Joe’s son Steven, and along for the 
ride was Mimi and Joe’s brother 
Michael. Both members of 
Queensland Casa. Joe, sadly for us, 
was babysitting.  : )   
The photo shows, from left to right: 
Mimi, Rosie, Michael, Chantal and 
Darrell. 

Rosie Godwin 

Proud Moments 

A note from our Victorian member, 
Filomena dos Santos: 
This is Filomena..the proud 
grandmother of my honey of a 
grandaughter. 

Here it is.: 
Emilia Noemia Badaraco Jorge Pina 
dos Santos Lee REDDISH..was born 
through caesarian section on '17 
September 2019... 
My granddaughter is my second 
grandchild,,.she is the great 
grandaughter..of Noemia Badaraco 
Jorge..and of REINALDO PINA DOS 
SANTOS.. 
Emilia is also the great great 
grandaughter of EUGENIO NICOLAU 
HENRIQUES JORGE...and also of 
MELIDA ESPERANCA BADARACO 
JORGE...AND OF MARIA HIPOLITA 
PINA DOS SANTOS AND OF MANUEL 
DOS SANTOS. 
She is the youngest sister to big 
brother ELIJAH...and the 
granddaughter to BRIAN REDDISH 
and of SUZANNE REDDISH...and the 
grand niece to grand uncles NOEL 
and HENRIQUE,,,and the niece to all 
of the REDDISH CLAN. 

Welcome Baby Alice  
Birth Announcement 
Welcome to Alice Jane Manolakis, 
daughter of Jaime Hinds and George 
Manolakis. Sister to Ari. 
Alice was born on the 15th

November 2020 at 8.08am.  
Alice is our President’s 1st Grand 
Daughter and 3rd Grandchild.  

DOUBLY EXCITING 
NEWS!!! 

DOUBLY EXCITING 
NEWS!!!! 
Joe and Alicia have got doubly 
exciting news . 
Our son Steven and his partner Liz 
are expecting their first baby girl in 
February and our daughter Lisa and 
son in law Dan are expecting their 
second baby in May so Chloe will 
have a sister to play with. 

Merry Christmas � to you 
Joe & Alicia Vieira 



Bursary Recipients 2019 

Liam Minehan  
1st year of his bursary. 
Liam is doing Bachelor of 
Engineering course at University of 
Wolfgang. 
Liam’s parents are Michael and 
Antoinette Minehan and his 
maternal grandparents are Pat and 
Tony dos Santos. His paternal 
grandparents are Judy and John 
Minehan 

Sabrina Dulce Lichtenstein 
1st year of her bursary. 
Sabrina is doing a Bachelor of 
Nursing and Business at the 
Australia Catholic University 
Her Mother: Nina Lichtenstein, 
previously. Maria Teresa Gomes de 
Senna Fernandes and her father is 
Gary Lichtenstein 
 Paternal grandfather: Joao Manuel 
Rodrigues de Senna Fernandes  

Stephanie Keenihan  
1st year of her bursary. 
Stephanie is studying for a Bachelor 
of Commerce at the University of 
Adelaide.  
Stephanie’s parents are Louise and 
Paul Keenihan. Her grandfather is 
Henrique d’Assumpcao 

2021 Bursary Applications 

Are you undertaking tertiary 
studies in 2021?  

Are you a voting member of the 
Casa de Macau – Australia 
(Member of Macanese decent)? 

Have you been a member of the 
Casa de Macau – Australia for 2 
or more years?? 

If you answered yes to all of the 
above questions you may be 
eligible for a bursary from Casa 
de Macau – Australia.  

For an information package and 
application form contact Mary 
Rigby at 
rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au. 

Tyler Frazer-Rigg: 
2nd year of his bursary 
Tyler is studying for a Bachelor of 
Psychology (Honours) at the 
University of Wollongong. 
Tyler’s mother is Nicole Rigg and 
his grandparents are Isabela and 
Peter Rigg.  Tyler recently 
celebrated his 21st Birthday. 

Zachary Kockan:  
3rd year of his bursary 
Zachary is studying for a Bachelor 
of Law and Bachelor of Commerce 
at the University of Adelaide. 
Zachary’s parents are Carmen 
(Guterres) and John Kockan. His 
grandparents’ are Yolanda and 
Peter Guterres. 

Phillip Cruz: 
3rd year of his bursary 
Phillip is studying for a Bachelor of 
Applied Finance and a Bachelor of 
Commerce – Professional 
Accounting at Macquarie University. 
Phillip’s parents are Maria and 
Roberto Cruz. 

Sasha Kockan:  
3rd year of her bursary 
Sasha is studying for a Bachelor of 
Mathematical and Computer 
science with a Bachelor of Finance 
at the University of Adelaide. 
Sasha’s Mother is Carmen 
(Guterres) Kockan 



Bursary Recipients 2019 

(continued) 

Chantelle Gonsalves  
1st year of her bursary. 
Chantelle is studying for a Bachelor 
of Languages and International 
Business at the University of New 
England. 
Chantelle’s mother is Winifred 
Gonsalves her grandparents are 
Angela Olivia and Perpetuo Socorro 
Gonsalves 

Willamina Basto 
1st year of her bursary.  
Willamina is studying for a Bachelor 
of Arts at the University of Sydney 
Willamina’s father is Brendan Basto 
and her grandparents are Olivia and 
Antonio Basto 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

2021 

In light of COVID-19 and the non- 
existence of activities for 2020, the 
Committee have agreed 
unanimously that subscriptions for 
membership will be waived for 2021 
for all current financial members as 
at 31 December 2020.  Please 
ensure your membership is current 
to have your 2021 subscriptions 
waived. 

If you have any changes to your 
contact details ( address, phone 
number & email) please let the 
Secretary Mary Rigby know on 
rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au 

Wishing you all 

a safe and very 

Merry Christmas 

and 

Happy New Year. 



Remembering Loved Ones 

It is with great sadness that we 
announce that our father, Leonel 
Batalha has passed away in Macau. 
Vera Batalha 

Leonel Adalberto Jorge Batalha
(19 May 1928 - 11 August 2020) 
A new dawn has come for our 
dearest father Leonel (Nene). His 
soul will continue to shine bright. 
Nene, you lived every moment to 
the fullest with such kindness and 
grace, with every adventure like a 
true warrior. A blessing and 
inspiration to all who came across 
your long path. 
You are loved beyond words and 
missed beyond measure. What you 
have shown us will continue to grow 
with your blessing and guidance.
Fathers hold their children’s hands 
for just a little while…. and their 

hearts forever. ❤ We are so 
honoured to have been gifted 
incredible beings as our parents. 
Enjoy your reunion with Lala (Laura 
Batalha).
Lito, Angie, Carlos, Paula, Marina, 
Susu, Vera, all your grandchildren 
and great grandchildren 
The Viewing and Mass was held 
on Saturday, 15th August 2020  
Casa Mortuária Diocesana, 190 Av. 
do Alm. Lacerda, Macao 

Farewell Margarida Yvanovich and 
Maria Fernanda Ribeiro 

It is with great sadness that we 
report the death of two good friends 
who were long term members of 
Casa de Macau Canberra. 

On 13 January 2020 Margarida 
(Margaret /Margie) Yvanovich 
passed away at the age of 93. Then, 
only two weeks later, on 27 January, 
Maria Fernanda Ribeiro passed 
away at the age of 95. 

The Ribeiro and Yvanovich families 
were friends in Hong Kong and fate 
brought them together again in 
Canberra, where the two families 
formed a solid core of Casa de 
Macau in Canberra. 

Margaret (nee Alves) was the 
soulmate of Philippe (d. 2011) for 61 
years and together raised a family of 
three children and nine 
grandchildren.  They emigrated to 
Australia in 1967, initially settling in 
Adelaide with the kind assistance of 
the d’Assumpcao family.  Over time, 
all members moved to Canberra to 
pursue their careers.  Margaret is 
the last of her generation of the 
Alves and Yvanovich families, clans 
which stretch from Australia to New 
Zealand, Canada and the USA. 

Many members of the Casa 
community would remember 
Margaret for her encyclopaedic 
knowledge of Macanese families, 
which she was often asked to clear 
up some point of family history.  Her 
culinary skills were also well-known, 
notably her diabo and bolo menino.   

Maria Fernanda shared some 
important characteristics with 
Margie – she was the family 
historian, and she was a wonderful 
cook. However her cooking skills 
were acquired later in life, because, 
as Maria Fernanda liked to point 
out, she had never even touched 
raw meat prior to coming to 
Canberra at the age of 38. 

The Ribeiro family are well known to 
many Casa members from 
Fernando’s time at the Portuguese 
Embassy, and Maria Fernanda was 
well-known for her exploits as a 
racing driver, winning the Macau 
Grand Prix women's race in 1956. 

They were amongst the very first 
families to join Casa de Macau 
Australia and have many friends 
amongst its members. They 
attended a number of the early 
Encontros. 

Maria Fernanda is survived by her 
husband Fernando, who is 98. They 
first became close friends in 1938 
and were married on 15 September 
1945 – the first marriage in the Se 
Cathedral after the end of World 
War II. So they were together for 82 
years and were married for 74 – a 
wonderful achievement. 

The Ribeiros came to Australia when 
Fernando was posted to the 
Portuguese Embassy in Canberra in 
1963. Maria Fernanda was the last 
surviving of 10 children of Luiz and 
Beatriz Nolasco Da Silva, and like the 
Yvanovich family, her relatives are 
scattered in many parts of the world 
– Portugal, Canada, Angola, Brazil 
and Ireland. 

Both Margie and Maria Fernanda 
were regular attendees at Casa 
functions in Canberra and were very 
proud of their Macanese ancestry. 
While there is sadness in their 
passing, they leave behind a cultural 
legacy that will live on. 

They are sadly missed by both 
families and as a mark of respect 
Casa Canberra cancelled its Chinese 
New Year function for 2020.  
Luiz Ribeiro 

Margie, and Maria Fernanda

May they rest in Peace 



VALE 

Remembering Sonny Sales – a 

true Hong Kong patriot 1920 

– 2020. 

The South China Morning Post starts 
its obituary of Sonny as …. 
Sonny Sales was a particularly 
talented, supremely civic minded – 
and occasionally divisive – local 
legend. 

He personally negotiated the 
release of Hong Kong athletes taken 
hostage at the 1972 Munic 
Olympics. … 

The Honorable Arnaldo Augusto de
Oliveira Sales, GBM, CBE, JP, GCIH –  
13 January 1920 – 6 March 2020)[1]  
was a Hong Kong sports figure who 
was chairman of the Hong Kong 
Olympic Academy and president of 
the Sports Federation and Olympic 
Committee of Hong Kong.  

He was for many years the unofficial 
member of the Urban Council and 
became its first unofficial chairman 
from 1973-81. He was also a 
member of the Hong Kong Basic Law 
Consultative Committee. 

Sonny Sales was born in Shameen, 
Canton in the French concession in 
about 1920, where his great-great-
grandfather had settled. He came to 
Hong Kong at the age of 8 and 
attended several Roman Catholic 
schools, including St Joseph's Branch 
School, La Salle College and St 
Joseph's Seminary, Macau. After he 
returned to Hong Kong, he attended 
a business school to prepare for 
joining the family business. He 
evacuated to Macau with other 
third nationals during the Second 
World War.  

After he returned to Hong Kong, 
Sales married his childhood friend, 
Edith Nolasco da Silva, an heiress 
and a member of one of Macau’s 
wealthiest Macanese families; they 
had no children..Edith passed in 
2006. He helped rehabilitate the 
Portuguese Club, the Club Lusitano 
de Hong Kong, and participated in 
the administration of the club and 
sports. 

Sporting interests – field hockey in 
particular – were a lifelong passion.  
Sonny chaired the Victoria 
Recreation Club – Hong Kong’s 
oldest sporting club (formed in 
1849) for years. Its Sai Kung venuye 
exists because of Sonny. Sales’ iron-
fisted determination ensured that 
Hong Kong competed as a separate 
international entity from the rest of 
China. 

 He helped found the Amateur 
Sports Federation and Olympic 
Committee with other sports-
conscious people in 1950, and 
became the Committee's president. 
He also joined the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce and was elected its 
world president in 1955; he traveled 
to more than 80 countries in that 
capacity.  

He was appointed a member of the 
Urban Council from 1 April 1957, 
and its first unofficial chairman 
elected by the members of the 
council from 1 April 1973 until 1981. 
He retained his Portuguese 

nationality. He died in Hong Kong, 
aged 100.  

Sales received numerous honours 
for his public service including being 
made an Honorary Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire (OBE), 
later elevated to Honorary 
Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire (CBE), a Grand Cross 
of the Portuguese Order of Prince 
Henry (GCIH, in 1999), and the 
Grand Bauhinia Medal (GBM) in 
1998 

May he rest in Peace 



AUSTRALIAN CASA NEWS

We want to hear more news from 

all the members of the Casa across 

Australia. What are our members 

doing? Who is celebrating, 

weddings, babies, birthdays (major 

ones), remembering favourite 

festivals and how they were 

celebrated – then and now. 

 Stories of your family time in 

Macao, Portugal or Hong Kong. 

Please send your stories tor 

info@casademacau.org.au 

Next newsletter is March 2021. 

Deadline for articles is 

14 February .2021 

Thank you to all the contributors to 

this newsletter 

Visit our new Casa de 
Macau website: 

A very big thank you to 
Maria dos Santos Lee 

for the wonderful design of our new 
website and 

transition to the new site. 

casademacau.org.au 

Macau Cultural Centre 
Contact Details 
Postal Address 
Casa de Macau Inc. Australia 
P O Box A908 
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235 

Enquiries 
Our email address is:  
info casademacau.org.au 
E m a i l  U s

Cultural Centre Address 
244 Unwins Bridge Road 
SYDENHAM (Sydney, Australia) 

Macanese Geneology Site 

In 2000 Prof. Henrique 
d’Assumpção from Adelaide in 
South Australia began an English 
language database of Macanese 
families, with names, births, 
marriages, deaths, based mainly 
on Dr Forjaz’s books but 
supplemented by contributions 
from over 700 people around the 
world. Prof. d’Assumpção has 
created and maintains an archive 
of Macanese genealogy, culture 
and history that is accessible via 
his restricted website:  

http://macanesefamilies.com/

Please note: We are restructuring 
the private Macanese Families 
website to make improvements and 
tighten security. As a consequence, 
people who had previously 
registered in the old system will 
have to change to a strong password 
in the new system. We regret the 
inconvenience this will cause.

This is a wonderful gift to the 
community and is much 
appreciated. 

Voting members, who have not 
already done so, are encouraged 
to register and visit this 
restricted website which has 
more than 65,000 names, many 
interesting facts and stories of 
our community, gathered from 
contributors around the world, 
as well as recipes and audio 
recording of our unique Patuá 
language. We are sure you will 
find the experience enjoyable 
and even educational. 

We’re in the year of 

Too Old Too Old (2020).  

Pursue your dreams 

and do what you 

always wanted to do 

this year becAUsE 

next year is 

Too Old To Want 

(2021).  

After that, 

Too Old To Do (2022) 


