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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – April 2016 

 
 

I hope you all had an enjoyable Easter with your family 

and friends. The committee is working hard at achieving 

our goals for 2016. Our interstate reps have also been 

busy organising functions which unites our Casa and 

makes it so special.  

Sydney held our Chinese New Year Dinner and Dance on 

the evening of Saturday 13th February 2016 at Ryde 

Eastwood Leagues Club. Everyone had an enjoyable 

evening filled with a delicious banquet, laughter and 

dancing. Thank you everyone that attended, your 

participation is what makes our events a success. Thank 

you to Lizette and our committee for all your hard work 

and organising our event.  

 

 

 

 
 

ENCONTRO UPDATE 

We have received confirmation of dates from Conselho 

Das Comunudades Macaenses (CCM), 2016 Encontro is 

from 26th November 2016 (Opening Ceremony) until 2nd 

December 2016 (Closing Ceremony) and Draft Program 

has been received from CCM.  

 

Mary has sent the Draft Program and registration forms 

to members that have registered their interest to 

attend. If you haven’t already done so, please let Mary 

know if you would like to attend.  

 

DIA SAO JOAO 

This is our upcoming main event, please mark it on your 

calendar. It is on Sunday 19th June 2016 at Ryde 

Eastwood Leagues Club for lunch, invitation will be sent 

out shortly. Hope to see you there. 

 

CASA YOUTH MEMBERS 

It was unfortunate that we didn’t have enough Youth 

members attending to hold the recent get together that 

Stef had arranged. Thank you Stef for your ongoing 

commitment and enthusiasm, hope the next one will be 

a success. If you have any ideas for a Youth gathering, 

please let Stef know or send me an email. Your feedback 

would be greatly appreciated. 
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SUNDAY LUNCH AT MCC 

Our first Sunday lunch for the year was very successful, 

our lunch was held on Sunday 20th March at the 

Macanese Cultural Centre (MCC) Sydenham. Our 

awesome Chefs were Cesar and Pauline Pereira and 

assisted by their beautiful daughter, Nikki. Our taste 

buds were tantalised with Macanese/Portuguese 

Cuisine. Thank you for making our first Sunday lunch a 

success. It was fantastic meeting up with everyone and 

hearing our MCC filled with chatter and laughter  .  

I would also like to thank Ray Gavan who kindly gifted 

to Casa one of his personal oil paintings of Macau 

scenery. It will take pride and place at the MCC. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY LUNCH DATES for 2016 are listed above: 

Our next lunch is on Sunday 17th April 

2016 and our Chefs for the day are 

Robert and Antonia Olaes, Tony and Pat 

dos Santos. If you would like to attend, 

please RSVP to Nina or Mary, places are 

limited and are filling up fast. Thank you 

for volunteering and we look forward to 

seeing all that are attending the lunch. We have filled up 

the Sunday Lunch Diary for 2016, thank you to all that 

have volunteered. We truly appreciate your efforts. 

Those that wanted to cook but have missed out, there is 

always 2017 . Please let Mary or Nina know your 

interest. We hope you enjoy the newsletter. Hope to see 

you all soon at Dia Sao Joao in June. 

Viva Macaenses! 

Best Wishes 

Antonieta Manolakis 

President, Casa de Macau Inc 
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Tony and Pat dos Santos 
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Sunday 19 June  Dia Sao Joao - Ryde Eastwood Leagues N/A 
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“The Bank”  
  

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation  
and its Portuguese clerks  

 

For several generations of Portuguese people in Hong 

Kong, ‘the Bank’ meant only one thing. Although there 

were several major British-owned banks and insurance 

companies in Hong Kong in the first half of the twentieth 

century, the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 

Corporation was the biggest, strongest and the largest 

employer of clerks and cashiers. Hong Kong’s commercial 

environment operated in a rigid three-tiered system in 

which all the senior officers were British, all the clerks 

Portuguese and all the cashiers Chinese. Nothing changed 

until the 1960s, but rapid change thereafter meant that 

within little more than a decade, all the Portuguese clerks 

had gone. Until then, and for a whole century, the 

paternal, autocratic system of British control persisted. 

The Portuguese clerks were for several generations an 

under-class, racially disqualified from gaining managerial 

rank until the 1960s, when some senior members of the 

Portuguese staff became Bank Officers. 

The Bank opened its doors in 1865. Almost at once there 

was an economic blizzard and six of the eleven banks in 

Hong Kong failed in 1867. People said, as has so often 

been said, that Hong Kong was finished. However, this 

bank survived and quickly prospered under very capable 

management. That has seldom faltered for the last 150 

years. Hong Kong soon returned to prosperity, and the 

bank with it. Over the years, many Portuguese boys, both 

those born in Hong Kong and others from Macau, were 

placed on the payroll. 

By the end of the nineteenth century, it was by far the 

biggest financial institution in Hong Kong. A succession of 

eminent bankers occupied the important position of Chief 

Manager, beginning with Sir Thomas Jackson, who retired 

in 1902 after 32 years in charge.  His statue, larger than 

life size, was the only one in Statue Square other than 

royalty, for in Hong Kong, Sir Thomas Jackson was royalty. 

In modern Hong Kong, the kings and queens have gone; 

only Sir Thomas Jackson remains. 

Despite major racial and economic troubles in the 1920s 

the Bank continued to grow. In 1935, with the completion 

of Hong Kong’s first skyscraper (as it was then described), 

its physical presence was equally dominant. The first air-

conditioned building in Hong Kong, its fourteen storey 

bulk towered far above the gracious Edwardian buildings 

of the early twentieth century. The entrance was guarded 

by two bronze lions, the paws of which were soon 

polished bright and smooth by Chinese customers 

touching them for good luck. Currency notes issued by 

the Bank featured one of these lions, a massive statement 

of wealth and power. 

By the 1930s, sporting teams had become well 

established in the Portuguese community, and these 

were reflected in the sporting activities of the bank clerks. 

Hockey and soccer became the games of choice, and 

there were plenty of candidates for the teams set up 

within the Bank. Its new building was divided by a 

splendid entrance hall, so a North vs. South competition 

was held. The clerks on the north side of the vestibule 

played the clerks on the south side, a spectacular example 

of the insularity into which this community had slipped. 

 

‘The Bank’ was Hong Kong’s  
first ‘skyscraper’ in 1935 
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The staff of the Hongkong Bank, on the occasion of the opening of 

the new building, 10 October 1935. Seated in the centre of the 

front row is the Chief Manager, Vandeleur Grayburn. On his left is 

the Portuguese Chief Clerk, F.X. (‘Chiquito’) Soares. At the right 

end of the row of senior staff is the Chinese comprador. 

(J.M. Braga Pictures, National Library of Australia) 

Jim Silva, a bank officer of that era reflected in 1999: ‘We 

were comfortable with a lot that placed us on an 

economic level much lower than that of the European 

colonials, but also at the same time we were economically 

better off than the Chinese. There was never much in the 

way of dissent or rebellion against a system that was 

overtly racist, not to say inherently unfair and unjust.’1  

On the contrary, until World War II, this was seen to be 

part of the natural order, instantly rent asunder by the 

Japanese Occupation from Christmas Day 1941 until the 

liberation of Hong Kong in August 1945. Not all could let 

go. Philippe Yvanovich, a young member of the Bank staff, 

wrote about his boss, who like himself was a Prisoner of 

War at Shamshuipo Camp, and who would go down to the 

parade ground each evening and bow to the Bank, clearly 

visible across the harbour.2   

 

                                                                 
1 F.A. (‘Jim’) Silva, Things I Remember, p. 12. 

 

 

During World War II, the Bank was taken over 

by the Japanese military authorities and 

became the ‘Governor’s Office’ from 1942 until 

the liberation of Hong Kong in August 1945. 

This is the front cover of a Japanese magazine 

printed during that time. 

In the foreground is an elaborate stone canopy 

where a statue of Queen Victoria had stood. 

The statue was shipped to Japan but was later 

recovered and is now placed in a park at 

Causeway Bay in Hong Kong. In its place, 

beneath the elaborate stone canopy, was a 

proclamation issued by the Japanese Governor, 

Lieut. General Isogai, who described Britain as 

‘the public enemy of mankind’. 

(Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence) 

 

Already deeply institutionalised, the Portuguese 

employees of the Hongkong Bank became even more so 

after World War II. A senior officer of the 1960s, an 

Australian, John Allen, Head of the Securities Dept from 

1963 to 1966, has given an insight into the role of the 

bank’s Portuguese employees just before they began to 

leave. Nothing had changed since the 1930s. 

2 P. Yvanovich, My wartime experience, p. 22. 
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The Annual Dinner of the Portuguese staff 

of the Bank, ca. 1940. 

(J.M. Braga Pictures, National Library of Australia) 

 

‘There were between 40 and 50 in the Securities 

Department, all but two of whom were Portuguese. This 

department was part of the Chief Accounts Dept., where 

there were hundreds of Portuguese. The Portuguese 

were in charge of the various sections of this department. 

Indeed, all the clerical and supervisory staff were 

Portuguese. I relied heavily on Mr Hyndman, who was 

Chief Supervisor of Inward Bills. All the cashiers were 

Chinese, but the Comprador, who was in charge of cash, 

was more important than the Chief Cashier.’ It is 

interesting to observe the respect of Allen, aged 36 in 

1963, for the senior Portuguese clerk, his subordinate. 

The rapid recovery of Hong Kong’s economy after 1945 

was accompanied by a severe housing shortage. The 

renovation of badly looted premises and the provision of 

new construction lagged well behind employment 

opportunities. The Bank had shown itself throughout its 

history to be a good employer within the cultural 

constraints of colonial society. It continued to be so after 

the war, and in 1949 took an important initiative in 

providing housing. Sir Arthur Morse, the Chief Manager, 

authorised the construction of the ‘Luso Apartments’ in 

northern Kowloon. Most of the sixty apartments in three 

blocks were for families, as the bank’s clerical staff 

resumed their pre-war occupations and social life. The 

original buildings were at the top of College Road, 

conveniently located close to La Salle College, but in the 

middle of the flight path of aircraft approaching Kai Tak 

airport. As air traffic increased, the risk became 

                                                                 
3 José Alexandre ‘Billy’ Soares, interview with A.M Jorge da 

Silva, The Portuguese community in Hong Kong, vol. 2, p. 50. 

unacceptable, and in 1955 these buildings were replaced 

in Beacon Hill, a much safer location in northern Kowloon 

by three much larger buildings, A, B and C Blocks, with a 

D Block added later. Management lacked the imagination 

to give the buildings Portuguese names, though a 

moment’s thought could have supplied suitable heroes 

from Portugal’s era of greatness. A resident of the ‘Bank 

Flats’ later estimated the total population as 520, 

including residents in the 110 units of D Block. ‘Billy’ 

Soares, a former Bank clerk and resident of the Bank Flats, 

added:  

‘When the buildings were completed, bank employees 

who were selected to get an apartment were only 

charged 10% of their monthly salary. Regardless of what 

one was earning, the staff were given similar quarters for 

10% of their salary. The selection process was conducted 

by the Portuguese Staff Association who had a committee 

with guidelines giving priority to those with seniority in 

service, their marital status, the number of children they 

had and other criteria which included job performance.’3  

This program was so successful and the flats so eagerly 

sought after that the Bank later built an additional block 

of apartments in Waterloo Road. Initially the flats were 

rented, but later they were released for sale below 

market rates to the staff, who were also assisted with 

loans at a low rate of interest, 2%. However, following 

serious riots in 1967 many Portuguese left the colony and 

the Bank then had difficulty in filling the apartments. 

Some years later the Bank Flats were sold to the general 

public.   

So the Bank looked after its clerical staff in a benign and 

paternalistic way. However, the old British arrogance, at 

first greatly humbled by the war, soon returned. Younger 

men in the Portuguese community reacted badly to this; 

for them the world was changing. Horatio Ozorio, a bank 

clerk in the Hongkong Bank who later became a bank 

executive in California, expressed what was a common 

experience for many people in a similar position. 

‘My father’s generation and the generations before his, 

to put it bluntly, were obsequiously servile under their 

British masters ... in the three-tiered society that was 
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Hong Kong’s before the war. With the Chinese gaining 

ascendancy, the younger generation started looking 

overseas for a better life. Glowing reports filtered back 

from America by the courageous few who had taken the 

plunge and left the Far East for greater opportunities in 

America. So, feeling as I did about the colonials and the 

colonial system, I joined the Macanese exodus from Hong 

Kong.’4  

Several others expressed similar feelings about the 

pushes and the pulls that intending emigrants always 

experience. One judgment was severe. ‘Not to mince 

words, a colonial structure such as Hong Kong’s was 

fundamentally racist and essentially toxic.’5   

Nevertheless, it has to be remembered that the 

Portuguese clerks were placed well above the Chinese 

cashiers in status and salary in all the banks and other 

commercial organisations. 

Could the Portuguese clerks have stayed and benefited 

from the huge wave of prosperity that Hong Kong 

enjoyed from the 1970s onwards? Clearly not. Their 

subordinate role in the old order was too well defined and 

too rigid. With only a few exceptions, they could not rise. 

Neither they nor those above them in the big British 

banks and commercial firms expected any change in the 

way things were run. Change, when it arrived in these 

places, was driven by an aspirational Chinese middle class 

which had become well able to push the old hierarchy 

aside.6 Moreover, technological change was already 

rendering the clerk class obsolete. Had the Portuguese 

clerks stayed, there would soon have been no place for 

them at all, with computers taking the place of ledgers. 

By leaving when they did, they narrowly escaped being 

unemployed, trapped in a situation over which they had 

no control. By the late 1970s there was no-one left in 

Hong Kong to bow to the Bank. 

 

Stuart Braga   

March 2016   

 

                                                                 
4 H. Ozorio, in A.M. Jorge da Silva, Diaspora Macaense to 

California, pp. 42-43. 
5 Arthur J. Remedios, in A.M. Jorge da Silva, Diaspora Macaense 
to California, p. 40 

 

MAKING IMPRESSIONS 
By Dr Stuart Braga 

About the book: 
 

Illustrated with many historically important 

maps and pictures, this is the story of a 

Portuguese community that lived in Macau 

and later in Hong Kong for several 

centuries, surviving against all the odds, and 

often facing difficult times. It deals 

especially with the story of two families 

whose ancestors arrived in Macau nearly 

three centuries ago – the Braga and 

Noronha families. Key members made 

impressions – in printing, in the Hong Kong 

and Japanese Mints and in politics. Others 

left their mark in many ways both in Macau 

and Hong Kong. 
 

This book is a significant contribution to our 

understanding of how much the Macanese 

people have achieved in their remarkable 

journey. 
 

$85.00 per copy, inclusive of postage is 

enclosed or $70.00 if collected in person at 

a Casa event. To order please see the flyer 

with this newsletter. 

6 T.W. Ngo, Hong Kong’s History. State and society under 

colonial rule, pp. 101-118. 
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From Maureen Wan 

On Easter Saturday, 26th March, Samantha Wan and 
Thomas Boucher made their wedding vows on The 
Village Green in Molong, near Orange, New South 
Wales, 300kms west of Sydney. 

 

 
 

Samantha is the daughter of Maureen (nee Cruz) and 
Danny Wan, granddaughter of Elsilia and 
late Turibio Cruz. Tom is the son of Carmel and 
Kelly Boucher residing in Molong. Family and friends 
from across Australia and overseas journeyed to 
celebrate this very joyous occasion. The country 
setting was complemented by the fine weather. 
 

Mr and Mrs Boucher now make their home 
in Truganina, Victoria. 

 

Casa de Macau Australia 

Casa de Macau Inc. 

P O Box A908  
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235  

Macanese Cultural Centre (MCC) 
244 Unwins Bridge Rd SYDENHAM 

  

CASA KITCHEN 

 
By Nuno Mendonça is a wonderful cookbook 
which highlights the significance of Portuguese 
and Chinese culinary fusion in Macao. It also 
details many of the best restaurants with fabulous 
recipes and photos. 

I won this book at a recent Macao Tourism Media 
event and am delighted to be donating it to the 
library at the Macau Cultural Centre in Sydenham, 
so you can all enjoy it. 

Denice Smith 

 

 

The Editor and Editorial group reserves the right to screen, accept 

or reject material for publication and take no responsibility for 

any errors or omissions as provided by authors and contributors.  

While items from the Membership are sought and encouraged, 
the Editor reserve the right to edit articles as considered 
necessary.  

Publication of contributions is at the discretion of the Editor and 
the President (or nominee), and opinions expressed may not 
necessarily be those of the Editor, nor of the Governing 
Committee of Casa de Macau Inc. Australia. 

The Newsletter is not to be used for any member’s own discourse. 
It is not intended to promote any propaganda nor support any 
political or religious affiliations.  

The contents are produced in good faith as a service for the 
benefit of Casa de Macau Members and as a method of 
communication within the Macanese community in Australia and 
abroad. Any item submitted for inclusion MUST be the author’s 
own work. Articles copied from other sources will not be 
considered for inclusion. 

 

 
 

E-mail: info@casademacau.org.au 

Web: www.casademacau.org.au 

Newsletter:  denice.smith@bigpond.com 

 

http://www.casademacau.org.au/
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Encontro 2016 

 

 
 

 

The 2016 Encontro will be held in Macau from the 

26th November until the 2nd December inclusive. 

Members planning to attend will have to make their 

own travel and hotel accommodation bookings. 

Please remember the Lusitano Club in Hong Kong 

usually invites us to dinner the night after the 

Encontro.  

 

The committee have set aside $20,000 for eligible 

members as a subsidy. The subsidy is given to voting 

members (members of Macanese descent) and their 

spouse and children. All must have been a member 

for the previous 2 years (2015 and 2016). To qualify 

for the subsidy, this year’s renewal must be paid by 

the 30th April 2016.  

 

It is the intention of the committee to share the 

above amount equally among eligible members up 

to a maximum of $200 per adult and $100 per child.  

I have attached a draft program.  

 

Please let your family and friends know, especially 

those not on email. If you are interested in attending 

please let Mary Rigby know -  

Email: rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au 

Phone: 0274333862 

 

DRAFT PROGRAM 
 

Saturday November 26 
 
18h00 - Welcome reception “Chá Gordo” organized by 
CGM at the Portuguese School 
 
Sunday November 27 
 
10h00 - Visit to the Historic Centre by participants 
 
18h30 - Welcome dinner at Sheraton Grand Macao 
Hotel 

 
Monday November 28  
 
09h30 - General Meeting of CCM 
 
15h30 - “Encontro Family Photo” at S. Paul’s 
 
18h00 - Reception at the Residence of the Consul-
General of Portugal (tbc) 
 
21h00 - Sound and Light Show at the Leal Senado 
Square, courtesy of IC 
 
Tuesday November 29  
 
11h00 - Symbolic visit to the Monument in honour of the 
Macanese Diaspora 
 
14h30 - Introduction to local and regional development 
projects which are relevant to Macau, such as the HK-
Macau Delta Bridge. By Arq. Madeira de Carvalho; 
presentation of a research work on Macanese symbols 
and miths by Professor Susana Barreto, PhD; exhibition of 
documentary on Comendador AO Sales by TDM and 
launching of their DVD Ui di Saboroso. Venue: University 
of Macau at Hengqing Island. 
 
18h30 - Event organized by the Macanese Youth 
Association 
 
Wednesday November 30 
10h30 - Cultural Session courtesy of IIM, venue (tbc) 

18h00 - Mass at Sé Catedral 

21h00 - Patois session by Dóci Papiaçãm 
 

Thursday December 1  

08h00 - Visit to Guangzhou, with the support of the 
Liaison Office of the Central Government, with overnight 
stay. Booking in advance is required and visas to be 
handled directly by participants. Open to all participants 
to the Encontro, but expect to pay for cost. Return to 
Macau expected for early afternoon of December 2 
 

Friday December 2 

19h30 - Closing dinner at Macau Tower opened also to 
local friends and family limited by venue capacity 

 

 

 

. 

mailto:rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au
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 Hey youth!  
 
How was everyone's Easter? Hope it was filled 
with lots of chocolate and love.  
 
So a few weeks ago my cousin came up to 
Sydney from Tasmania and three people came 
from Macau with him. I met these amazing 
people in Macau at the Youth Encontro, it was 
great to take them around and show them 
Sydney.  
 

 
 
Okay youth, let's do a picnic! Just outside our 
casa house, let's bring heaps of doonas and 
pillows and have a picnic. FOOD 
WILL BE PROVIDED :)  
  
May 8th picnic at the casa 
house, 11am- 2pm. :)  
 
Hope to see you there!  

Stef  
 

 

 

Caroline Conceicao and 
Matthew Perks are pleased 
to announce the arrival of 
Nicholas John Conceicao 
Perks on Monday 7th 
December 2015. Nicholas is 
the youngest brother of 
Harrison and Benjamin and 
6th grandchild for Carlos and Anna Conceicao and 

John and Sue Perks. 

 

 
 

 
Nicholas 

  

MACAO IN LINE FOR PRESTIGIOUS TRAVEL INDUSTRY AWARD 

The Macao Government Tourism Office’s strong presence in Australia has paid off with a nomination in the Australian 
Federation of Travel Agents’ (AFTA) National Travel Industry Awards for 2016. 

The MGTO has been nominated in the “Best Tourist Office – International” category at the annual prestigious awards, 
which will culminate in a gala dinner in Darling Harbour, Sydney, on Saturday, July 16. 

Last year, the MGTO collected a major award for its continuous travel writers support at the annual Australian Society 
of Travel Writer’s (ASTW) Awards for Excellence held at Ayers Rock Resort in the Northern Territory. 
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CASA NEWS  
AROUND  
AUSTRALIA 
 
 

 
Queensland CASA News  
from Rosanna Webb 
 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR 

Casa Queensland Members celebrated 

the Year of the Monkey with a Seafood Deluxe Banquet 

at the Landmark Restaurant in Sunnybank.  The Banquet 

was befitting CNY celebrations and included favourites 

such as Mixed Cold Cut Platter, Lobster with Ginger and 

Shallots, Salt and Pepper Pork Ribs, Steamed 

Barramundi, Crispy Skin Chicken etc. etc.  Sunnybank is a 

favourite with the Chinese community and has lots of 

wonderful restaurants serving authentic Chinese 

food.  The TEN course banquet was delicious from all 

accounts and again the camaraderie of the members 

was evident as the members had a great time. 

 A very big thank you to Joe Vieira for being MC on the 

day and helping to organize the function.  Joe’s Trivia 

Quiz went down a treat and in keeping with the Year of 

the Monkey the fantastic prize was a beautiful 

Queensland Banana!!!! That kept the members laughing 

and put everyone in party mode to enjoy the 

banquet.  As well all members who attended received a 

“Lai Cee Fung” – a red packet which also was very well 

received by the members and added to the fun of the 

day. 

We had quite a few new members and a couple of 

guests attending as well and everyone was made to feel 

welcome with great Casa de Macau hospitality. 

 “Winners are Grinners” : Lucky Door prize winners were 

1'st prize  Joe Soares; 2nd prize  Vivienne Brook – A 

guest on the day. Alicia Vieira’s mother; 3rd prize to Elsa 

Wallace 

 

 

 

 

DIA SAO JOAO 2016 

WONDERFUL NEWS all Queensland Casa members!!!!!!  

Guess What? …… We have managed to book our Casa 

Queensland favourite - The Sofitel Hotel Brisbane for our 

Dia Sao Joao celebrations.  

 

The date will be Sunday 19th June 2016.  

Please put this in your diary. Details will be sent out 

closer to the time. Remember guests are welcome too. 

Rosanna Webb     
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Chinese New Year Luncheon  

Saturday 27th February 2016 

 

 
Views from Docklands 

The Victorian Casa De Macau celebrated the Chinese 

New Year, Year of the Monkey luncheon at a new venue 

called the New Quay International Buffet Restaurant in 

Melbourne's Docklands. 

 

 
Vic Members 

It was good to see many attendees given the short 

notice and change of venue due to our popular venue 

being closed indefinitely.  

 

 
Selection of yummy eats 

 

Following our meals, and the chattering of members 

from table to table, it was time for the Lucky Raffle 

Draw. Each member was issued with a lucky raffle ticket 

for a chance to win one of several prizes. 

 

One of our youngest (Senior) members, Francis Ozorio 
was nominated to be responsible to draw the lucky 
tickets out.  The first ticket was drawn and it was won 
by Estelle Ozorio (his wife) the drawing continued and 
Francis scooped the pool by drawing four more lucky 
tickets for other members of his family. 
 

 Finally, the last ticket was drawn, and it was my lucky 
ticket.  I returned my prize for another chance 
for another lucky member to win. The winning 
ticket was re-drawn, and it was won by my mother, 
Gloria DeZwart.  How ironic and coincidental. There is 
no Monkey business in the Year of the Monkey at Vic 
Casa, is there??? 

 

The saying goes “Keep it all in the Family”! 
  

I trust that the attending members and guests enjoyed 
their luncheon and get together.  

 On behalf of the Victorian Casa De Macau I would like to 
wish Francis, Pat, Tony, Eddy and Gloria a speedy 
recovery on their recent medical conditions. 

I would also like to welcome Matthew Holyoake, Wini 
Gonsalves and her children Chantelle and Robert as new 
or re-joining members.  

Thank you all for attending. Looking forward to catch 
up again in June. 

Eddie Raphael 

Your Victorian Representative, Casa De Macau Inc 
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 NSW Casa News from 
Nina Deacon  

 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

On Sunday 20th March, we 

had our first Sunday Lunch at 

our Casa premises. The chefs of the day were Cesar 

Pereira together with his lovely wife Pauline and 

daughter Nikki 

helping out. The delicious menu consisted of: Caldo 

Verde, Bacalhau a Gomes Sa, Chicken with mushrooms 

and Rabanadas. About 25 people attended and it was a 

great atmosphere, with lots of laughter. Some people 

even stayed back for a crash course in Mah-Jong. 

 

Our next Sunday Lunch will be on Sunday 17 April and 

our chefs will be   Robert and Antonia Olaes, Tony and 

Pat dos Santos then on 22nd May. Chefs of the day will 

be Brenda Chavez and Maureen Wan 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR LUNCH 

Casa de Macau in Sydney celebrated Chinese New 

Year on the 13th of February 2016, at Ryde Eastwood 

Leagues Club with a sumptuous banquet. The delicious 

menu consisted of: Chinese Cold Meat Platter, Steamed 

Oyster with XO Sauce, West Lake Beef Soup, Mud Crab 

Ginger and Shallot with E-Fu Noodles, Crispy Skin 

Chicken, Wasabi Beef, Peking Pork Ribs, Mixed 

Vegetables with Mushrooms, Special Fried Rice, Red 

Bean Soup with Tong Yuen and Chinese Petit Fours. 

Everyone were given a Lai-See with a gold coin inside for 

Good Luck. 

 

Halfway through dinner, we had our Lucky Door Prizes of 

six bottles of Red Wines. Congratulations to the winners! 

After dinner we had a DJ providing dancing music. It was 

an instant hit as everybody got up to dance until 11pm. 

Thank you to all the Committee members for helping 

organize this event and a Special thank you to Lizette 

Akouri for looking after our food and beverage side. 

Last but not least Thank you to all members and visitors 

that attended this function. Kung Hay Fat Choy and 

looking forward to seeing you all at our next function on 

the 19th June celebrating Dia de S. Joao, Macau's Patron 

Saint. 

 
 

As postal and printing costs increase please let 

the CASA know that you will receive your 

newsletter and other information by 

 

Please send your details to Mary 

rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au 

FESTIVE MACAO CELEBRATES  

THE WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE 

 MACAO will mark the 400th anniversary of the death 

of world literary giant William Shakespeare from April 

30 when the former Portuguese enclave hosts its 27th 

Macao Arts Festival. 

Themed “Time: Reshape your Imagination. 

Experience the Spirit of Times”, the month-long 

festival (until May 29) will also be highlighted by the 

400th anniversary of the death of Ming Dynasty’s 

famed Chinese playwright Tang Xianzu. 

It will be one of a host of colourful festivities on the 

2016 calendar, a program congested with such events 

as the annual A-Ma Festival, Procession of Our Lady 

Mercy, Feast of the Drunken Dragon, the Macao 

Dragon Boat Festival, Feast of Hungry Ghosts, the 

International Fireworks Display Contest, Mid Autumn 

Festival, Macao City Fringe Festival and International 

Music Festival. 

The final months will be highlighted by the 63rd 

running of the Macao Grand Prix, 16th Macao Food 

Festival, the annual Marathon and the spectacular 

Light Festival similar to Sydney’s Vivid. 

Venture to the recognisable Science Centre, and you 

will make huge strides in learning about dinosaurs at 

am exhibition including 14 mechanical replica 

dinosaurs. 

The Living Dinosaurs expo is on until September 11, 

2016.        

The Macao Arts Festival will salute the works of 

Shakespeare and Xianzu through theatre, the 

festival kicking off with a dramatic stage 

performance of Shakespeare’s romantic comedy, A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, rendered by the 

Shakespeare Theatre Company from the USA.  


