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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - April 2015
Hope everyone had a good Easter break.
nd

Mahjong - We are happy to say that we had our 2
th
mahjong day on the 11 of April and there were three
out of four tables on and a few members dropped in for
a chat. If this continues it would be great! Thank you to
Ron Reis for organizing this and making sure that we
have players, making the players feel at home and
making sure that it all goes smoothly. Ron is attempting
to organize a table for learners, so if you would like to
learn please contact Ron on 0403 363 677 and have a
chat to him.
Sunday Lunch - The Sunday lunch kicked off to a good
th
start on 19 April with 28 people showing up on the
day. Fatima Rosa and Lucinda Carvalhinho and their
families organized the cooking. The ladies made
Feijoada and baked Bacalhau for main and peach cake,
Egg Pudim, Gilla pastries for dessert. We also had a
Portuguese Pudding made by the lovely Irene Collaço. It
was all very scrumptious especially on a coolish day.
Thank you very much Fatima, Helder, Lucinda, Orlando
and Irene for your contribution to the Association.
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Youth Encontro - Most of you by now would have
received my email about the Youth Encontro coming
up in June. They have tentatively earmarked for June
th
th .
17 to 24 They will be subsidising three members;
however as part of our youth initiatives, we will be
sending five or more. We have not decided on how
much we will be subsidising the additional youth
members but we are calling for all those interested to
register your interest and contact Mary Rigby, our
Secretary at rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au. Of course
there are criteria for our decisions. The participants
must be between 18-35 years of age by that date and
also be paid up members for the last two consecutive
years. Those of you that are 18-35 but have not been
members for the last two consecutive years are
welcomed to join the group but you will have to pay
your own airfare and accommodation. Once you are
there, then most of the organized functions will be
free.
th

The deadline for registering will be 18 May 2015
for the Youth Encontro.
Youth Participation - I would like to reiterate that
all youth members that receive subsidies from the
Association whether it be for the Youth Encontro
or for a bursary, please make an effort to
participate in all the functions that we organize
and especially for those in Sydney, the functions
that Stephanie Deacon or Kirsty Wan organise.
Parents should try to encourage your children to
participate.
…… page 2
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Dia de S. João – This will be the next big function,
so hopefully by now most of your State
representatives would have organized one by now.
Please contact them and check with them if you
have not heard from them as they may not have
you listed as a member of the Casa. They are:
VIC – Eddie Raphael

0417 007 497

SA – Carmen O’Brien

0419 850 769

QLD – Rosanna Webb

0412 755 190

ACT – Margarida Grills

0408 260 867

TAS – Robert Estorninho

0418 903 199

WA – Daniel Badaraco

0418 903 199

Next AGM: After 21 years of serving the Macanese
community in the Committees, serving under four
Presidents and holding just about every position
(except Treasurer) in between, I have decided not
to accept any nominations and will not run for
President at the next AGM. I have too many
commitments at the moment to be able to commit
fully. Of course I will still help to cook and organize
the major social functions, but after 21 years it’s
time for me to move on.

From Yvonne Herrero the sad news that her Aunty
Hilda (her Dad’s sister) in Adelaide has passed away.
Hilda Maria Langdon (nee Cruz) of Hope Valley,
1/2
Adelaide, aged 89 yrs. passed away peacefully on
th
Monday 13 April 2015. Called by God to join her
late husband Robin, her parents Jose and Ricarda;
her siblings Luiz (Ito), Bertha (Pepita / Pips), Turibio,
Eduardo (Eddie), Humberto (Bert) and Reinaldo
(Polly).
Cherished sister to surviving brother, Carlos Cruz,
living in California USA; known by many from Hong
Kong as ‘’Gunboat” and beloved Aunt, Grand Aunt
and Great Grand Aunt to all her nieces and nephews
and their families in Sydney, Australia and around
the world.
Sadly missed, forever in our hearts.

The next AGM will be held on Saturday 5
September 2015 at the Cultural Centre and more
information will follow in the next Newsletter.

May She Rest in Peace

Till next time
Lizette

2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR CASA DE MACAU
Date

Event

Sunday 17 May

Sunday Lunch

Saturday 30 May

Youth pizza and DVD night at Casa Club House

Sunday 21 June

DIA DE S JOAO - Ryde Eastwood Leagues

Sunday 19 July

Sunday Lunch

Sunday 16 August

Sunday Lunch

Saturday 5 September

AGM – Cultural Centre, Sydenham

Sunday 20 September

AUTUMN FESTIVAL

Sunday 18 October

Sunday Lunch

Sunday 22 November

Sunday Lunch

Sunday 6 December

CHRISTMAS LUNCH - Ryde Eastwood Leagues

Mah Jong – every Saturday from 14 February. To guarantee your spot ring Ron Reis on 0403 363 677
Anyone wishing to cook for the Sunday Lunches please contact Mary Rigby on 0410 637 653

The Opium War –
Macau, trapped in the middle
The long-standing tension between Britain and China
that led to the outbreak of the Opium War in 1839 is
well-known, but what happened to Macau, unhappily
caught between the two? It was not attacked by either
side, but the people of Macau endured a tense and
unhappy time for several years. The outcome of the
Opium War was eventually a mixed blessing for Macau.
Firstly, it ended the long period of close to 300 years in
which Macau had to submit to the control of the
nearby Chinese mandarin at the Casa Branca, the
White House. Secondly, the British merchants, whose
rapidly growing opium trade led to the war, left for the
new British colony of Hong Kong, just 60 km away. That
seriously blighted the economy of Macau, as almost all
trade now passed through Hong Kong. Thirdly, Britain
resolved to support Macau if China made any attempt
to re-establish its previous control. This meant that for
many years until the Chinese Revolution, Macau
became virtually a British protectorate.
None of this could be foreseen when the crisis broke in
1839. As the British opium merchants prospered in the
1830s, so did Macau and its people, though in a much
smaller way. What is most striking is the massive
growth of British trade and the growing arrogance of
British merchants set against the complete failure of
British diplomacy in China at the same time. The
merchants’ greed and arrogance led them to disaster in
the short term. This article will show how that disaster
unfolded.
It took a few years for matters to come to a head, but
when they did, early in 1839, the Chinese Emperor
decided to rid China once and for all of the British and
their damnable curse of opium. From 1834 to 1838 the
annual volume of opium reaching China doubled from
20,000 chests to over 40,000 chests. Faced with this
crisis, the emperor appointed an important official, Lin
Zexu, as Imperial Commissioner to stop the opium
trade. Lin arrived in Canton on 10 March 1839 and
began by stopping food supplies to the Canton
‘factories’, as the merchants’ offices were called. As
had often happened before, this tactic succeeded, and
after a protracted, tense siege, more than 20,000
chests of opium were handed over in May by the
British Superintendent of Trade, Captain Charles Elliot,
and promptly destroyed by Lin.
The opium was surrendered, not by the merchants, but
by a British official. Seeing what was coming, the
Governor of Macau, Adrião Acácio da Silveira Pinto,
instructed Portuguese merchants there to get their
whole stock of opium – from 2,000 to 3,000 chests –
away to Manila before Commissioner Lin could
demand its surrender too.

Meanwhile, Elliot arrived in Macau from Canton and
secured from Silveira Pinto an assurance of protection
for all British subjects in Macau, as the merchants had
all fled there from Canton. The governor was placed in
an unenviable position. He did what little he could to
maintain Macau’s neutrality, realising that it was
indefensible in the face of a resolute Chinese blockade.
The forces available to him were too weak to resist a
threatening military build-up that Lin commenced on
the Chinese side of the barrier wall. It is likely that Lin
moved war junks into Praya Grande Bay to add to the
sense of menace that increased in the next few
months.
During the tense summer of 1839, the British were
divided into two groups. Some remained in Macau,
while others boarded British merchant vessels which
gathered in the sheltered waters of what would soon
become Hong Kong harbour. Here too, Lin adopted an
aggressive posture, building two powerful batteries at
the southern point of Kowloon peninsula, with the
British ships under their guns.
An unfortunate incident in July 1839 greatly aggravated
the crisis. This was the murder at Kowloon of a Chinese
villager by some drunken sailors. It was at once obvious
to British and Portuguese alike that a grave situation
had arisen. On several earlier occasions, the death of a
Chinese citizen had led to swift retaliation by Chinese
authorities, demanding the execution by strangling of a
foreigner deemed responsible. In the time-honoured
manner, Lin demanded a culprit from the British
community in Macau. Their Chinese servants were
ordered to leave, and food supplies were cut off from
them, but not from the Portuguese, Lin hoping to drive
a wedge between the two foreign communities.
At first this did not work, the servants of the
Portuguese community obtaining food for the British,
who were effectively under house arrest. It stands
greatly to his credit that Silveira Pinto held out for
several days, but placards in large letters were carried
through the streets and market places by Chinese
soldiers, forbidding any person whatsoever to supply
food to the English. They soon found it very difficult to
obtain even bare necessities. Silveira Pinto realised
that it was only a matter of time before all supplies
would be cut off from Macau. Reluctantly, he advised
Elliot that he could no longer guarantee the safety of
British citizens.
Matters then went from bad to worse when a small
British schooner, Black Joke, was attacked near Macau
and its whole crew killed, only one passenger surviving.
The news provoked panic in Macau. Silveira Pinto had
no option but to advise the whole British community to
leave the next morning. After a sleepless night, their
footsteps were hastened by ‘an infernal din of gongs
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and the yelling of a raving populace’. On 26 August
1839, all the British fled from Macau. ‘Men, women
and children were hurried through the streets of
Macao amidst terrible excitement of the whole
population, expecting every moment a massacre by the
Chinese soldiery. The refugees assembled on the Praya
in the presence of Governor Pinto … and embarked
hurriedly on board British ships, lorchas [vessels with a
European hull and the rigging of a Chinese junk],
schooners and boats of all descriptions, which
immediately set sail for Hongkong harbour, a mournful
procession, to seek refuge on board the ships at
2
Hongkong.
Ever courteous, Silveira Pinto was at the Praya to bid
them all farewell. They made for the fleet already in
Hong Kong harbour where by December there were
thirty-two merchant vessels at anchor awaiting a
resolution of the crisis. On 3 September, eight days
after the flight of the British, Commissioner Lin came to
Macau in a splendid sedan chair carried by eight
bearers to survey the scene of his triumph and was
welcomed with a guard of honour and a nineteen gun
salute. The British had all gone from Macau after
seventy years of growing trouble. From the point of
view of the Chinese mandarins, the Portuguese, still
there after close to three centuries, could stay, for they
had always been compliant.
Some of the departing British appreciated what their
Portuguese hosts had tried to do for them, faced with
an impossible situation. Silveira Pinto, who remained
governor until 1843, continued to be held in high
regard by the foreign community. An American writer
observed: ‘We think a better representative of the
place, or one more likely to succeed, could not be
3
found’. There were critics, of course. The most
outspoken was Sir John Davis, who became the second
Governor of Hong Kong. He had not a good word to say
for the Portuguese in an important book, The Chinese:
a General Description of China and its Inhabitants. He
claimed that even from early contacts in the
seventeenth century they had treated the English with
perfidy, adding that ‘in the course of time they have
4
been able to exclude us altogether even from Macao’.
He condemned ‘their customary intrigues with the
5
Chinese government’. Devastatingly, he characterised
the whole of Portuguese policy to the Chinese as
6
marked by ‘their usual servility’. Looking about them
in the 1830s, the British saw a once great trading port
that had fallen upon very hard times. Macau grew
1
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nothing, produced nothing and seemed to have no
visible means of support. Its slide into decrepitude,
begun in the 1640s, had continued for two centuries.
The British discerned the precarious nature of the
Portuguese presence in Macau and often commented
on it. Macau was seen by them as a pseudo-colony,
which had survived for so long only by humiliating
compromise. Yet they were quite prepared to make full
use of the Portuguese presence until the crisis of
August 1839. When that crisis came, they were glad to
take refuge on British ships in Hong Kong harbour,
despite the threat of Chinese guns at the newly
constructed Kowloon forts. On 11 November the
Kowloon batteries commenced a cannonade that
lasted through the night. Untrained Chinese gunners
failed to hit any of the British ships, which moved out
of range. Another bombardment followed three days
later. The report of the guns filled the resounding bay
with their echoes. This time all but nine of the ships
deserted Hong Kong harbour. Another 102 years would
pass until the sound of artillery again terrified the
population of Hong Kong when the Japanese attacked
in December 1941.
What would happen to the 4,000 Macanese left in
Macau? The victorious Qing emperors had wiped out
vast numbers of opponents in the seventeenth
century, especially in South China. Was this to be the
fate of those Europeans still there? The British never
gave it a thought. It would not have occurred to them
that there was no escape for the Macanese. As ever,
they must survive as they had done for so long by
making the best accommodation they could with the
mandarins.
This was a unique community. Its people had
developed their own ethnic identity and their own
language, patuá, a creole composed largely of
Portuguese, Cantonese and Malaccan influences. They
were intensely pious, and remained so for much
longer. They had a very strong sense of family ties.
Many of them seemed to have been left behind by an
advancing world that had suddenly intruded upon their
quiet backwater. Some remained caught in a time
warp, but others would seize very different
opportunities that were about to open in nearby Hong
Kong.
They never forgot that they had descended from a
nation that had once dominated two oceans, the coast
of Asia, and had achieved great things. Yet at the end
of August 1839, they were stranded, almost all trade at
an end, and at the mercy of a menacing Chinese army
camped just outside the Barrier Wall. Whatever was
going to happen?
Stuart Braga
March 2015

The next article will answer this question.
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A few coffee cakes were supplied by the Casa and
lunch was ordered from a nearby Chinese restaurant at
a cost of $10.00 each to the eight players.

All are welcome to pop in for a coffee, tea and a chat
even if not interested in playing. Beginners are
welcome as there will be someone present to teach
them the basics. We have already got three beginners
who are interested in coming.

On Sunday 12th April we held our third mah jong
gathering at the club-house. There were two tables and
all enjoyed a fun filled afternoon chatting, joking and
playing Mah jong . Members present were Tony and
Pat Santos, Therese and Maria Assis, Irma, Joey
Bugal, Joey, Reis and myself .

If you are interested in playing or learning how to play
Mah Jong contact Ron Reis on O403 36 36 77, as this
makes coordinating easier however don't let this deter
anyone as even if you don't get call. Ron has advised
that he will try to fit everyone in.

Maria Luiz popped in with a lovely home baked cake,
Judy Rochas and Ed Rozario came by as well. It is great
seeing the folks making use of the clubhouse especially
great when they pop in unannounced.

Ron

5

We have been advised that there will be a Youth Encontro in Macau in June. At this stage the

tentative dates are 17th-24th June 2015.
The Committee and I would like to call for all those that may be interested to go to Macau and
represent Australia to contact Mary Rigby rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au as soon as possible.
The airfare and shared accommodation will be subsidised, however there will be a criteria for
the participants:
1. You must be between 18 and 35 years of age
2. You must be a voting member for the last two consecutive years and of Macanese
descent
3. You must be an active member or come from active members of our community.
For those that have not been members for the last TWO years and are between 18-35, can join
the group, however they will not be eligible for the subsidies.
The final decision of participants will be made by the Committee.
Please contact Mary as soon as possible of your interest, deadline for registering will be 18th
May 2015.

Lizette Viana Akouri

Hi All,
Hope you are all rested after the Easter break.
First in line, congratulations to our youth member, Eliana de Souza
(right) on her graduation on 7th April 2015, from Macquarie University.
Eliana was awarded with a Degree in Bachelor of Arts Major in Media,
Culture and Communications, Major in Early Childhood. This marks the
end of your formal education but only the beginning of a lifetime of
discovery. Parabens e muitas Felicidades.
There will be a 'Pizza and DVD' night at our Casa in Sydenham Saturday,
30th May from 6pm to 9pm.
Please feel free to bring your favourite DVDs if you wish.
You can email me at: deaconstef@gmail.com
Hope some of you can make it.
Until next time, stay safe.
Love, Stef xx
6

Congratulations
Our CASA kitchen
From Antonieta Manolakis,
this is one of our favourite
family recipe, Bolo Batatada
(Potato Cake), handed down
from my Grandmother, Maria
De Carvalho Conceicao to my
Dad, Jose Orlando De
Carvalho Conceicao before
we departed for Australia in
1971. It is a favourite amongst all of our family and
friends. Yummy

Caroline Conceicao and
Matthew Perks welcomed the
arrival of their son Benjamin
Charles Conceicao Perks on
Friday 28th November 2014.
Benjamin is the fifth grandchild
for both Carlos and Anna
Conceicao and John and Sue
Perks. Harrison is a very proud
big brother.

Left Big Brother
Harrison with his new
brother Benjamin

Newsletter editor, Denice and her
husband Paul Smith welcome their
first grandchild, Sophie Anne Hurst
born 29 April 2015, a first born for
their son, Paul and his wife Shay.

Conceicao Family in 1971

Susan and Carl
Ware would like to
wish Adelaide
Crestejo (Laide) a
very Happy 88th
Birthday on the
13th May
2015. Laide is
well known to
many of the Casa members around the world and a
special member of Myra Ware's (Noronha) family in
Sydney.
Parabens Laide!
7

Sir Roger Lobo 1923-2015

Every Saturday
At the Casa Club House
Sir Roger Lobo, pictured on his 90th birthday
Photo: SCMP Pictures

A former lawmaker whose 1984 attempt to lift the veil
of secrecy over Sino-British negotiations on the future
of Hong Kong sparked suspicion in Beijing has died at
the age of 91. Roger Lobo, a Macau-born entrepreneur
and one of the most respected members of the city's
Portuguese community, died of cancer on Saturday.
His public service - for which he received a knighthood
- included years on the Executive Council, as an acting
and later a full member from 1967 to 1985. He was
also a lawmaker, becoming senior member of the
Legislative Council from 1980 to 1985. One of his bestknown acts was moving the so-called Lobo motion,
which demanded a full debate in Legco before Britain
and China reached a final agreement on Hong Kong.
"The purpose of this motion is very simple. It means
what it says - no more - and one might think that it
could not be easily misunderstood or misrepresented,"
he told lawmakers after Beijing implied it was a bid to
intervene in talks. It was passed unanimously, six
months before the Sino-British Joint Declaration.
In 1989, he worked with business leaders and former
civil servants to found the Vision 2047 Foundation, to
build global understanding of Hong Kong. Former
governor David Wilson said he was saddened by Lobo's
death. "He had a profound love of Hong Kong and a
deep commitment to public service."
Former lawmaker Lydia Dunn hailed her "tireless and
selfless" colleague, while PCCW chief Richard Li Tzar-kai
called Lobo, who served on the firm's board, a "giant of
his times" who "was never on the side of the
authorities for the sake of it, but always a voice of
reason".
Businessman Victor Fung Kwok-king, a long-time friend,
said: "We were extremely fortunate to have had a man
who cared so deeply for the well-being of the people of
Hong Kong."
Lobo is survived by his wife, Margaret, five sons and
five daughters, as well as 28 grandchildren and 17
great-grandchildren. Son-in-law Kenneth Morrison said
Lobo was deeply committed to Hong Kong and its
people, in particular its youth.
This article appeared in the South China Morning Post

Unwins Bridge Road Sydenham
Guarantee your spot by ringing

Ron Reis on 0403 363 677

Annual General Meeting
Saturday 5 September
At the Casa de Macau Cultural Centre

244 Unwins Bridge Rd SYDENHAM

The Editor and Editorial group reserves the right to
screen, accept or reject material for publication and
take no responsibility for any errors or omissions as
provided by authors and contributors.
While items from the Membership are sought and
encouraged, the Editor reserves the right to edit
articles as considered necessary.
Publication of contributions is at the discretion of the
Editor and the President (or nominee), and opinions
expressed may not necessarily be those of the Editor,
nor of the Governing Committee of Casa de Macau
Inc. Australia.
The Newsletter is not to be used for any member’s
own discourse. It is not intended to promote any
propaganda nor support any political or religious
affiliations.
The contents are produced in good faith as a service
for the benefit of Casa de Macau Members and as a
method of communication within the Macanese
community in Australia and abroad. Any item
submitted for inclusion MUST be the author’s own
work. Articles copied from other sources will not be
considered for inclusion.
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CASA News across
Australia
from Nina Deacon

Casa de Macau Queensland
BRISBANE CHINESE NEW YEAR LUNCH
On Sunday, 1st February 2015 our Casa in Brisbane
celebrated the Chinese New Year Lunch with a
sumptuous banquet at the Landmark restaurant. 47
people attended including Mary Rigby and myself.
We were made to feel at home immediately even
though for me it was the first time to meet the
Brisbane members.
The Menu consisted of a cold mixed platter of jelly fish
Char Siu and Siu App, shark fin soup, Steamed
Abalone, Crispy Skin chicken, Lobster with Yee Min,
Beef with Mushrooms, Pak Choi with Chinese
mushrooms, steamed Barramundi with shallot and
fried rice.
Many thanks to Cheryl Cole for translating the menu
from Chinese. Halfway through the lunch the Lucky
Door Prizes were drawn, they consisted of three gift
vouchers for $100, $50 and $25. The lucky members
were Lisa Coult, Miquel Xavier and Jose da Silva. There
were also prizes of various books and the winners were
Rosie Goodwin, Oscar Soares Walton, Oriel Seyer,
Fernanda da Silva and Bela da Silva.
A big thank you to our committee member, Ron Reis,
for organizing the venue and menu.
Thank you also to Natercia Xavier for introducing us to
all the members and for inviting Mary and myself for a
very nice afternoon tea after the luncheon. She was
also kind enough to give us a lift (in her brand new car)
back to our hotel.
Rosanna Webb is the 'New' Casa Rep. for Qld and
HUGE thanks to Jonathan and Lauren Vieira for
volunteering to be her assistants. Last but not least, a
BIG thank you to our Secretary Mary Rigby for not only
being a great travelling companion but also in
organizing the door prizes, books, flights, transport and
hotel.

Casa de Macau Sydney
This year on Sunday, 1st of March
our Casa in Sydney held
their Chinese New Year of the
Goat celebration lunch at the
Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club with
a delicious banquet. The members dined on a cold
meat platter, steamed scallop with XO Sauce, seafood
shark fin soup, Mud Crab Ginger and Shallot with E-fu
Noodles, King

Prawns and Chicken Fillet with Snow Peas, Mixed
vegetables with Mushroom, Steamed whole Fish with
Ginger, Shallot and Soy, Peking Pork Ribs, Seafood
Fried Rice, Red Bean Soup with Tong-Yuen, Chinese
Petit Fours and Fresh fruits.

Halfway through lunch we had our "Lucky Door Prizes
of for $100, $50 and $25 dollars gift
vouchers. The children were
entertained with colouring books
and making elastic bracelets and
were all given a story book to take
home. Everyone was given a 'Lai See"
with a gold coin inside.
As usual, when we get together there were plenty of
laughs all round; sadly the time to pack up and leave
fast approached and at 4pm we bade farewell to old
and new friends alike.
As always this event would not have been the success
it was without the help of all our Committee members.
To LIzette, Mary, Marilia, Belinda, Beatriz, Antonieta,
Leonardo and Ron THANK YOU!
To each and every-one of you Feliz Ano Novo!

If you have a special
dietary need you MUST let
us know when you book to
attend a function.
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Casa de Macau South Australia

Casa de Macau Perth

Casa member, Sasha Kockan,
received a Merit Certificate
from the Governor of South
Australia for her Research
Project on "Exploring China".
Sasha is a Year 12 student at St
Peter's College for Girls. She is
the daughter of Carmen and
John Kockan and
granddaughter of Yolanda and
Peter Guterres.
Sasha in the
beautiful grounds of
Government House.

We congratulate her and wish
her well for her studies this
year.

Also from Adelaide's Casa
Our lunch was held on Sunday, 7 December at Zucca
Greek Restaurant. We had a lovely view of Glenelg
beach and the entrance to the Restaurant had a display
of luxurious boats.
The menu consisted of several Greek platters and this
was a nice change for our group.

Members of the Casa in Perth celebrated the Chinese
New Year with a Chinese Banquet. All the members
had a great time with the Lion dance show.

The children, as well as the adults, had a great time
together.

Daniel Badaraco

CONTACT US:

Casa de Macau Inc.

P O Box A908 SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235
244 Unwins Bridge Road SYDENHAM
E-mail: info@casademacau.org.au
Web: www.casademacau.org.au

We congratulated Yolanda (nee de Souza) and Peter
Guterrres on attaining their 50th wedding anniversary.
We wish all Casa members of Australia our best wishes
for 2015.
Carmen O'Brien, SA Rep

Newsletter: CasadeMacaunews@gmail.com
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Casa Sydney April Sunday Lunch

Step Out, Experience Macau's Communities
self-guided walking tour routes to eight.
Each walk encourages visitors to explore different
neighbourhoods at their own leisure and balances
visitor trends around Macau to “foster community
tourism”.

A delicious Sunday lunch for members was held on 19
April included with bacalhau, feijoada, home made
bread plus a variety of yummy Portuguese desserts.
Congratulations to the Chefs!!
Thanks Belinda Cunha Rosario for the photos.

The routes cover different parishes on Macau
peninsula, Taipa and Coloane. The parishes include
Cathedral Parish, St. Lazarus Parish, St. Lawrence
Parish, Our Lady of Fatima Parish and St. Anthony
Parish on Macau Peninsula as well as Our Lady of
Carmel Parish on Taipa and St. Francis Xavier Parish on
Coloane.
The eight suggested themed routes are as follow:









Footsteps into the Historic Centre;
An Experiment of Creativity;
Crossroads of China and Portugal;
A Legacy of Arts and Culture;
Enchanting Stories of Our Lady of Fatima
Parish;
The Marriage of East and West in St.
Anthony’s Parish;
Bygone Days of Taipa Village;
Nostalgia in Coloane.

A free themed “Step Out, Experience Macau's
Communities” guidebook presents the eight routes and
relevant information including sightseeing attractions,
dining options, transportation, shopping, performance
activities and public facilities.

Casa de Macau Tasmania
On 19th March 2015 Tasmania
celebrated a very "Belated"
Chinese New Year Lunch with
a very delicious "YUM CHA" at
the ME WAH restaurant in
Sandy Bay, Hobart. Five
members of of our Casa
attended plus yours truly
who was there on holidays.
Plenty of fun and laughter
and the Lucky Door Prize of
a Myer gift voucher
for $50.00 was won by our
Tasmanian Rep Robert
Estorninho and he
kindly gave it to his
mum Teresa.
Good on you Robbie!

It is available at the various hotels or MGTO’s Tourist
Information counters, while an electronic version is
available for download on MGTO’s website:
http://www.macautourism.gov.mo

CONTRIBUTIONS
CASA De MACAU NEWSLETTER
Please send your articles and photos to the editor
@: paulasmith@ozemail.com.au or

CasadeMacaunews@gmail.com
Items should be short enough to maintain interest,
and have photos. Please make sure your recipes
are easy to follow and if possible include a photo even better if it is of your family enjoying the food.
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MACAU’S HERITAGE STATUS REACHES MILESTONE
Macau’s status as a vital UNESCO World Heritage listed
site will have 10 good reasons to be celebrated in 2015.

Among the squares and the 20 or more monuments
are the much photographed Ruins of St Paul’s, the
symbolic A-Ma Temple, St Dominic’s Church, the main
Fortress, a section of the 16the Century city wall and,
of course, Senado Square with its wave-patterned
stone mosaic paving.

On July 15, the former Portuguese enclave will reach a
th
new milestone – the 10 anniversary on receiving the
international recognition.
“The historic centre of Macau was rewardingly
inscribed on the World Heritage list on July 15, 2005,
st
making it the 31 designated site in China,” said Helen
Wong, general manager of the Macau Government
Tourist Office in Australia and New Zealand.
“It was a significant day for Macau and its people and
showcased how important a gateway the centre was
for the west to enter China over four centuries ago,”
she said.
“We are very proud of how
the historic hub has been
lovingly maintained in
reaching this milestone,
and we expect this
important listing to
continue for many
generations to come.”

The Historic Centre of Macau is said to be a “living
representation” of the city’s establishment,
encompassing a series of architectural legacies with
fascinating historic streetscapes and popular piazzas.

th

The tranquil green haven of Casa Garden, the 17
Century Guia Fortress and the Protestant Cemetery
with its small 1821-built chapel and the graves of
famous former British residents such as artist George
Chinnery are also included.
All historic sites and squares can be viewed or visited
on one of eight suggested self-guided walks from the
Macau Government Tourist Office’s “Step Out,
Experience Macau’s Communities” program available
in free brochure form and online at the official MGTO
website where an app can be downloaded to your
Smartphone.
“Macau is living testimony of how western and eastern
cultures came together,” said Helen, “over a unique
period of history.”
Details: Macau Government Tourist Office (Australia
and New Zealand), phone (02) 9264 1488 or check out
www.macautourism.gov.mo

Sunday, 21st June 2015
Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club 11:30am
RSVP: before 12 June 2015
To Mary on 02 4733 3862
or Nina on 0412 692 252
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