
Dear Members, 
 

The Committee would 

like to wish all of you a 

Happy and Blessed East-

er….  
 

Time is flying and after 

the very successful Chi-

nese New Year banquet 

in Sydney, we are all 

working hard, organising 

the Dia de S. Joao events 

in the various states. Each 

State will inform members 

of their specific details as 

they are finalised. NSW 

members, please refer to 

the separate flyer in this 

mail out….The Commit-

tee has decided to use the 

Eastwood Leagues club 

which we feel will be far 

more comfortable than 

the unheated, Petersham 

Town Hall. We will be 

very interested in your 

feedback from this new 

catering arrangement, 

after the lunch.  
 

Another event members 

can look forward to later 

in the year is the Youth 

Encontro in Macau. This is 

definitely going ahead and 

is most likely to be held in 

June or July. We have sug-

gested to the organisers 

to schedule the reunion 

during our Australian Uni-

versity winter break so 

that younger members 

can participate more easi-

ly. We also suggested that 

the numbers of partici-

pants be increased to at 

least 10 per Casa. APIM 

has taken these sugges-

tions on board and we 

are waiting to hear the 

final details. Meanwhile, 

the Committee has decid-

ed that we will select our 

participants via a ballot. 

Only Ordinary members 

and Ordinary Members‟ 

spouses, aged 18 to 35 

with two consecutive 

years (2009/10) member-

ship, will be eligible for 

the draw. If you qualify 

and are interested in at-

tending this Encontro, 

please email Mary Rigby at 

rigbyfami-

ly@ozemail.com.au . As 

we get more details we 

will inform those who 

have indicated their inter-

est. We are happy to an-

nounce that in addition to 

any subsidy from APIM/

CCM, Casa de Macau 

Australia will contribute 

three travel vouchers val-

ued at $1,200 each. The 
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President’s Report 
Ed Rozario 

For a great many years 

the Macanese people and 

visitors to Macau have 

known that there was 

something special about 

the Municipal Council – 

the Leal Senado,  the 

„Loyal Council‟, with its 

motto, „Não Há Outra 

Mais Leal‟ – „There is no 

other more loyal‟. It is a 

source of great pride.  

The origin of the famous 

motto goes back some 

400 years to the days 

when the Macau Council 

had stood firm against 

Spanish overlordship be-

tween 1580 and 1640 

when Portugal and the 

rest of the Portuguese 

empire submitted to 
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Spain. Macau was the only 

Portuguese territory any-

where in the world that 

continued to fly the flag 

of the kingdom of Portu-

gal. Elsewhere, several of 

the strong points estab-

lished by Portuguese em-

pire-builders in the early 

16th century were occu-

pied by the Dutch.  

In 1640, Portugal re-

gained its sovereignty, 

and King John IV came to 

the Portuguese throne.  

Fourteen years later, in 

1654, he bestowed the 

unique distinction, „Loyal‟, 

on the Macau Council. A 

later King John, John VI, 

gave the Council a fur-

ther dignity – „Senado‟. 

This was a title hitherto 

bestowed only on the 

councils of a few major 

cities both in metropoli-

tan Portugal and in the 

colonies. However, there 

was only one „Leal Sena-

do‟. It was a title proudly 

borne until the handover 

in 1999. 

What was the Macau 

Council, and what role 

did it play in this tiny ter-

ritory ruled by Portugal 

for four and a half centu-

ries? Quite soon after the 

astonishing expansion of 

the 16th century, the 

Portuguese government 

came to realise that a 

workable form of local 

government would be 

needed in these newly 

acquired places in which 

numbers of Portuguese 

fidalgos (gentlemen) had 

settled. They expected to 

have a part in ruling the 

colony, as they had done 

at home. Other colonial 

powers took far longer to 

come to the same conclu-

sion. For example, the 

British lost the American 

colonies because this im-

portant question had not 

been resolved. A good 

model existed in Portugal 

that was adapted for its 

overseas possessions. 

Throughout the country, 

town councils existed to 

carry out municipal func-

tions. They commonly 

had three to six elected 

councillors (Macau, a 

small place, had three), 

and two judges were also 

members. In the colonies, 

the councils were inde-

pendent of the governor, 

which gave them im-

mense standing in the 

community.  

The councils in Portugal 

and in the colonies saw 

themselves and were 

seen as the social glue of 

the community. Gover-

nors, bishops and judges 

came and went, but the 

councils provided a conti-

nuity that lasted for cen-

turies. They worked 

hand-in-hand with chari-

table organisations such 

as the Santa Casa de Mis-

ericórdia (the Holy 

House of Mercy, which 

despite its name was a 

secular body) and with 

the local ecclesiastical 

authorities, usually the 

bishop. The Catholic 

Church established its 

hierarchy in the Far East 

soon after the arrival of 

Portuguese civil authori-

ties. In India, Goa was 

settled as early as 1510 

and by 1534 became a 

bishopric and in 1558 an 

archbishopric. Macau fol-

lowed. Macau was settled 

in 1557 and the first Bish-

op of Macau was appoint-

ed in 1576.  The Church 

was a powerful presence. 

The main instrumentali-

ties of civil organisations 

also appeared in that first 

generation of Portuguese 

rule in Macau – the Santa 

Casa de Misericόrdia in 

(Continued from page 1) 
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funds for these will come 

from the remaining RAEM 

travel prize which could 

not be taken up by any of 

last year‟s winners and 

from the subsidy which 

CCM provided for presi-

dents to attend the No-

vember 2010 Encontro, 

which was also unused. 
 

Since the Chinese New 

Year function was so well 

supported, we are planing 

an event for September 

this year. Initial thinking is 

to hold a Cha Gordo 

which will include a DJ, 

music and dancing. As 

with the earlier event, the 

Casa will make a small 

contribution towards the 

costs, with members 

meeting the balance. As 

always, the Interstates will 

receive the same financial 

support if they wish to 

hold an event around that 

time. 
 

Finally, I wish to give an 

update on the less exciting 

but none the less, im-

portant issue, concerning 

the DA compliance for 

our Unwins Bridge Road 

property. In November I 

was optimistic that by 

now, we would have re-

solved this issue, unfortu-

nately this is not the case. 

Included with this mail out 

is a separate notice on 

where the Committee 

stands on this matter. I 

encourage you all to read 

it so that you can be full 

apprised of the Commit-

tee‟s position and its 

planned action. If you have 

any questions or concerns 

after reading it, please feel 

free to contact me or any 

of the Committee within 

the next two weeks as we 

must decide soon on how 

to proceed. 
 

Have a happy Easter    

everyone! 

Ed Rozario 

President 

(Continued from page 1)               

President’s Report 

The Leal Senado 

„Não Há 
Outra Mais 

Leal’ – ‘There 
is no other 

more loyal’.  
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1569, almost from the 

beginning of the Portu-

guese presence – and the 

Câmara Municipal, the 

Municipal Council, in 

1586. Like all Portuguese 

councils, the Macau coun-

cil controlled the leasing 

of land, levied rates, fixed 

sale prices, licensed street 

hawkers, maintained 

roads, kept fountains in 

working order and issued 

building licences. It was 

responsible for public or-

der, and organised reli-

gious processions such as 

the important annual Cor-

pus Christi procession.   

As century succeeded 

century, expectations 

changed as urban life be-

came more complex. 

Councils in most parts of 

Europe came to exercise 

powers over town plan-

ning and sometimes public 

health and water supply. 

In modern times we also 

expect councils to look 

after public parks, street 

lighting, garbage collection 

and libraries, a more re-

cent development of the 

civic responsibilities of the 

16th century. 

In the Portuguese colo-

nies, council members 

usually came from the 

leading families in the 

community, and it was a 

mark of honour to be one 

of the vereadores 

(councillors) of the câma-

ra or an irmão (brother) 

of the Santa Casa de Mis-

ericόrdia.  Those with 

wealth and influence (the 

poderosos, or „great 

ones‟) in the community 

were expected to be ac-

tive both in municipal af-

fairs and in charitable 

work. In Macau, only the 

irmãos de maior condição 

(brothers of higher stand-

ing) could join the miser-

icόrdia.   That higher 

standing gave the brothers 

something to live up to. 

They must be „men of 

good conscience and re-

pute, walking in the fear of 

God, modest, charitable 

and humble‟.  It would be 

asking too much of human 

nature to expect that all 

brothers lived up to such 

a standard, but at least the 

expectation was there. In 

Macau, a small place, with 

comparatively few 

homems de maior con-

dição, the irmãos of the 

misericόrdia were neces-

sarily a small and elite 

group.  That led to a 

greater expectation within 

the community that their 

job would be conscien-

tiously and effectively 

done. So it was for a very 

long time. These were 

respected community 

leaders, right up to the 

present generation. 

In Macau, the Leal Senado, 

despite its grand title, did 

not for a long time have a 

grand building, unlike the 

Senado de Goa, which 

was housed in a magnifi-

cent structure. Its first 

building was a brick and 

stone structure with a 

walled Chinese-style 

courtyard. In 1784 this 

was replaced by a two-

storeyed building in the 

baroque style. This was 

reconstructed in 1876 

following the catastrophe 

of the great typhoon of 

1874.  It has remained 

largely the same to this 

day, though it now bears 

the rather uninspired 

name Instituto para os 

Assuntos Cívicos e Munic-

ipais, the Civic and Munici-

pal Affairs Bureau of Ma-

cau. Above the entrance 

archway was a bronze 

scroll, proudly recording 

the grant of the Council‟s 

title by King John IV. The 

Council chamber or 

„Great Hall‟ is on the up-

per floor, reached by a 

flight of stone stairs lead-

ing to a pleasant courtyard 

with enclosed gardens and 

a fountain. As you turn 

around, you find another 

set of stairs leading to the 

Council chamber and li-

brary. Both were elabo-

rately furnished in mid-

Victorian taste. The li-

brary in particular has 

magnificent carved wood-

en bookcases.  

The Council Chamber 

proudly and prominently 

bore its Arms – Cidade 

do Nome De Deus Não 

Há Outra Mais Leal.  High 

on the side walls of the 

chamber were photo-

graphs and portraits of the 

more recent governors of 

Macau. A small chapel 

opened off this, consecrat-

ed to our Lady of the Im-

maculate Conception, 

where councillors attend-

ed Mass before meetings. 

The library was for its day 

particularly fine. Its heavily 

carved, dark-stained 

bookcases were filled with 

a range of books selected 

for a well-educated read-

ership. There was no pulp 

fiction here, but there 

were many rare and valua-

ble works. Above was a 

gallery reached by a small 

staircase and this too was 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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crammed with books.  

In building and stocking 

this library in the later 

19th century, the Council 

was making an important 

statement: Macau had a 

future. Many people had 

written it off and had left 

for Hong Kong, which 

offered a better life. St 

Joseph‟s Seminary, found-

ed in 1730, with a fine 

baroque building complet-

ed in 1758, was closed by 

government decree from 

Lisbon in 1870, despite 

impassioned protests from 

Macau. Nearly 20 years 

would pass before the 

APIM (Associação Promo-

tora da Instrução dos Ma-

caenses, the Association 

for the Education of the 

Macanese) succeeded in 

establishing two major 

schools to replace it – the 

Escola Comercial – the 

Commercial Institute and 

the Lyceu. Meanwhile, the 

library in the Leal Senado 

made a strong commit-

ment to the future of Ma-

cau.  

There must be tens of 

thousands of town coun-

cils around the world. 

Few, if any outside Eu-

rope, had a history ex-

ceeding four centuries in 

duration. More important-

ly, the proud title „There 

is none more loyal‟ is 

unique. It is a record of an 

achievement of which the 

Macanese people are just-

ly proud. 

 Stuart Braga  

 

 

 

  

St. Patrick‟s Day is cele-

brated by the Irish and 

Irish at heart around the 

world annually on the 17th 

March. „Wearing of the 

green‟, shamrock, 

Leprechauns, pot of 

gold, four-leaf clo-

vers and the best of 

the Irish luck to 

you.     
  

Closer to home, 

this religious date 

marks a significant 

milestone and 

achievement for 

our family‟s 1st La-

dy – who although 

tiny in stature, pos-

sesses much deter-

mination, spiritual 

strength and inner peace. 

We refer to none other 

than our dearest mother, 

Beatriz (Betty) Maria 

Vieira Ribeiro Cruz as 

she celebrated 97 years 

on that day. You will 

therefore understand her 

fondness for the colour 

„green‟ and naming her 

first child Patricia. Birth-

days past 90+ years these 

days are a rarity. And 

so, when these occa-

sions arise we con-

tinue to thank 

God for all our 

Blessings.   
 

Mum enjoyed her 

favourite Ho Fun 

noodle dish over 

lunch on the 17th 

in a local Chinese 

Restaurant, then on 

Saturday 19th, at her eld-

est granddaughter‟s home 

with 17 of her immediate 

family members. We trav-

elled from north and 

south coast and out west. 

Mum was happy to watch 

and share this precious 

time with her growing 

brood of grand and great 

grand children; plus stock-

ing up on her supply of 

lollies and chocolates.  

 

Birthday cards flowed in 

from relatives and close 

friends including her many 

nieces and nephews from 

the 

Vieira Ribeiro, Cruz and 

da Luz families both here 

and overseas. With a 

beaming smile, Mum read 

the verses and messages 

including emails, without 

eye glasses – marvellous! 

Our 1st Lady holds the 

current title of being the 

oldest Casa member, if 

not also within a dwindling 

Macanese diaspora of that 

vintage in Australia. When 

asked what was on top of 

her wish list. She re-

plied….”to celebrate my 

100th birthday”.... and so 

say us.  

Muito Parabens - 

Viva Mae!!   
 

 

Photo Caption: Betty 

with her 5 great grand 

sons (L to R: Liam, De-

clan, Betty with Harlan, 

Damon with Zachary)    
Footnote: Read more on 
this Family’s numerological 
history with the number ‘17’ 

– coincidence or higher interven-

tion - watch this space  

(Continued from page 3) 

By God’s Grace… 

Four Score and 17 
    

(Contributed by Yvonne Herrero) 



Josefa Coelho selected an 

amazing 11 course ban-

quet for us all to enjoy, 

with tastes to suit all pal-

ates, just to tantalize 

those that missed this 

night: Peking Duck, Spicy 

Salt and Pepper Prawns 

and Steamed Whole fish 

were some of the dishes 

we enjoyed. The service 

was excellent and quick, 

overall this restaurant was 

a good choice where we 

enjoyed our own dining 

room. Later, we then en-

joyed each other‟s talents 

with a Karaoke session 

lead by JP Ware as our 

DJ.  As you will note from 

a few photos of the night 

we definitely do have a 

few talented and brave 

singers.  Those members 

not participating in Karao-

ke, enjoyed the oppor-

tunity to catch up with 

old friends make new 

friends and meet some of 

our newer members. 

 

Sadly, the night ended all 

too soon, however an 

enjoyable night was had 

by all, so with full bellies 

and happiness we went 

home, waiting 

with eager antici-

pation for the 

next Casa func-

tion. Thanks to 

all of committee 

members, espe-

cially Josefa Coe-

lho for all the 

hard work bring-

ing this night to-

gether, much 

appreciated. 

 

Nina Deacon 

 

 

                 

Macanese Website   
www.macanesefamilies. 

com 

 

Members should visit 

Prof. Henrique d‟Assump-

cao‟s (Quito) website to 

see the changes that have 

been made recently. Many 

recipes and photographs 

have been added and 

Toneco da Silva has given 

permission to include all 

the photographs from his 

two publications on the 

Macanese Diaspora. Quite 

a few have already been 

added to the site. If you 

are not yet registered, 

you should consider doing 

so. The registration pro-

cess has also been 

streamlined. For those of 

you who already are, it 

would be a good idea to 

visit and check you family 

details, such as births, 

deaths, marriages etc. If 

they are not up to date, 

you can contact Quito 

with the new information. 

Generally it is family input 

that Quito relies on to 

keep the website‟s data 

current. 
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Kung Hei Fat Choy    

Casa de Macau celebrates 

Chinese New Year.          

Saturday 26th February 

our Casa celebrated Chi-

nese New Year at the 

Marigold restaurant in 

Sydney, welcoming in the 

year of the Rabbit. We  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

had a fantastic turnout at 

the restaurant with 89 

members coming along to 

a night of fun, fine food 

and for a few brave souls 

to showcase that our 

Casa does have talent.  

Our committee led by Ed 

Rozario welcomed us to 

the New Year celebration 

to start off the night and 

then it was down to the 

serious business of eating.   

 

Our committee member 

   Buy Now Buy Now Buy Now    NSWNSWNSW   



Mia (3).  We traveled  

 

to Hong Kong and Macau 

when Lily was six months 

old (see pictures below). I 

feel strongly about the 

importance of preserving 

and sharing Macanese cul-

ture, especially with all of 

our children. I look for-

ward to learning more 

myself and organizing fu-

ture events for Casa de 

Macau in Queensland. 

 

The week after our 

Christmas New Year 

lunch saw incredible 

flooding around South 

East Queensland including 

Brisbane. The floods af-

fected many Casa mem-

bers including my family. 

Thankfully the water only 

came within three houses 

from us. Having experi-

enced the 1974 flood, 

some Casa members once 

again felt nature‟s force. 

Showing great resilience 

and support from their 

families, they are working 

to put their lives back to 

normal. We send them 

our thoughts and wishes. 

 

A big thank 

you goes to 

Michella Xa-

vier who is 

helping to 

plan our 

event for Dia 

de S. João.  

This year‟s 

Qld‟s São 

João Day 

will feature a 

home 

cooked 

Macanese 

luncheon 

which will be 

held in a cen-

tral Brisbane 

location to-

wards the 

end of June.   

 

At this year‟s Christmas 

New Year lunch many of 

the Qld members ex-

pressed interest in exhib-

iting their great Macanese 

cooking skills at the next 

function.  We are still 

asking for volunteers 

to help prepare tradi-

tional Macanese food 

for São João. A flyer 

confirming the date and 

venue will be posted out 

in early May. Please con-

tact either Michella or 

myself if you can assist. 

It will give our 

younger members 

a great opportuni-

ty to taste the 

unique cuisine 

and flavours of 

their culture. 

We are hop-

ing the en-

tertainment 

will include 

mahjong, 

Portuguese 

songs and 

games for 

the kids.  

 

Melissa Fox 

Qld Representative 

Ph: 07 3846 4664 

Email: melissa-

fox@optusnet.com.au  
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The traditional Christmas 

buffet luncheon at the 

Hilton in Brisbane was 

held this year in the New 

Year on Sunday 9th Janu-

ary.  Thank you to the 

Casa‟s President Ed Ro-

sario who organized the 

event and attended on the 

day.  Members enjoyed a 

scrumptious feast of sea-

food, roasts, salads, des-

serts and more.   

 

Even though I hadn‟t 

touched a drop of cham-

pagne, I became caught up 

in the spirit of the day and 

found myself volunteering 

as the new Queensland 

State Representative!  

I am married to Paul 

O‟Kane whose mother 

Lydia O‟Kane (nee Xavier 

and sister to Albert, John, 

Manuel and Tony) was 

born in Hong Kong.  I am 

a stay-at-home Mum to 

our two daughters Lily (6) 

and 

   Buy Now Buy Now Buy Now    QueenslandQueenslandQueensland   

We have Casa de 

Macau Polo Shirts Sizes 

S (limited numbers) M, 

L, XL, XXL, XXXL and 

Casa de Macau Badges. 

The price for these 

items is a bargain $7 ea. 

Which includes postage. 

If interested in any of 

the above items contact 

Mary Rigby on 

rigbyfamily@ozemail. 

com.au or phone 02 

47333862 

Polo Shirts 

mailto:melissafox@optusnet.com.au
mailto:melissafox@optusnet.com.au


years!! The finishing bell had 

rung at St. Paul‟s Convent 

School in Causeway Bay, 

Hong Kong, and they were 

anxious to go home. How-

ever, the two 8-year-olds 

had no choice but to listen 

to the Voice of Authority! 

Little would they know that 

photo, which each had a 

copy and kept for more 

than five decades, would 

bring them back together to 

(almost) the same spot. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary 5 came and because 

of the then education 

system, Judy and Eddie 

were forced to part – 

Eddie to St. Joseph‟s 

College and later emi-

grated to Toronto 

while Judy remained in 

St. Paul‟s and ultimate-

ly settled in Sydney. 

They had no contact 

or communication 

with each other since 

1960.  

Two years ago, after see-

ing Judy‟s name listed as a 

committee member in the 

Newsletter of Casa Aus-

tralia, Eddie contacted his 

first cousin, Yvonne Her-

rero, who was then its 

President. This led to Judy 

and Eddie re-establishing 

contact and left them with 

50 years of catching-up to 

do. Since they are living at 

opposite ends of the 

world, Hong Kong, their 

“heung ha” seemed the 

most appropriate place to 

meet up which they did 

last November.  

A visit to their Alma Ma-

ter was a must. Alas, all 

the school buildings have 

been replaced and any 

attempt to create a 

“before and after” photo 

was thwarted as the now-

legendary wall before 

which Judy and Eddie 

stood half a century ago, 

was no longer there!! The 

only structure from the 

past is the school‟s im-

pressive Christ the King 

Chapel. “That would do!” 

Amid curious glances 

from those leaving after 

the morning mass, Judy 

and Eddie, this time most 

willingly and obligingly, 

assumed their respective 

poses for a photo which 

had its beginning way back 

in history!! It was their 

own special “Encontro”. 

Amigos Sempre!!  

This article is being pub-

lished contemporaneously 

in the current Newslet-

ters of both the Toronto 

Casa and the Australia 

Casa. 

 

Proud grandparents Frank 

and Vivi Correa are 

pleased to announce the 

arrival of their newest 

grandson Julian Mem Kelly 

Correa, details as follows: 

 

Parents:  Dr. Meg and Dr. 

Peter Correa 

 

Date of birth:  22nd De-

cember, 2010 at  John 

Flynn Hospital,  Tugun,  

Queensland. 

Our sincere congratula-

tions to the Correa family 
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ALL ROADS        

LEAD BACK TO 

HONG KONG 

(Co-authored by Eddie 

Cruz and Judy Rocha) 

“Stand There Against The 

Wall, You Two, And Look 

At The Camera” bellowed 

the father of Eddie Cruz 

Jr. some 52 years ago.  

Most reluctantly and with 

the sun in their eyes, Judy 

Rocha (Casa de Macau 

Australia) and Eddie (Casa 

de Macau, Toronto) did 

just that!! Not only were 

they classmates, they 

were such good friends 

that they sat next to each 

other for two consecutive 
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South American 

Holidays!!! 
 
If you are looking for a 

way to enjoy the strong 

Aussie dollar….Braga 

Travel Consulting in Mi-

ami has just the thing for 

you! They have put to-

gether a Best of Brazil - 

Rio / Fortaleza / Iguassu - 

Excursion scheduled for 

October 1 - 9 2011 for 

Lusitano Club of San Fran-

cisco and has invited 

members from our Casa 

to join. For those with 

more time on their hands, 

an optional tour of Peru is 

also available from Octo-

ber 9 - 16 2011. 

 

The total land package for 

Brazil is USD1,909 (Twin 

Share) and the Optional 

Peru portion will be an 

additional USD1,495 

(Twin share). The full Itin-

erary for both excursions 

is enclosed or may be 

viewed on our Casa Web-

site 

www.casademacau.org.au   

A deposit of USD200.00 

will be required at the 

time of booking to guaran-

tee the Hotel space in 

Brazil.  Balance payments 

can be made on a monthly 

basis until 30th August 

2011. Payments can be 

made by credit card: Visa, 

Mastercard, Amex at no 

additional fee.  Full pay-

ment is due by 30th Au-

gust 2011. 

 

Please note international 

and domestic air fares, 

airport taxes from Syd-

ney/ Brazil/Sydney are not 

included in the above 

price. These will have to 

be arranged separately. 

Mrs. Therese Alonco has 

volunteered to assist any 

members of Casa de Ma-

cau Down Under with 

their travel.  To contact 

Therese, please send your 

enquiries to sydney-

macau@optusnet.com.au  

 

 

Dear Editor 

May I, on behalf of the 

nearly 95 paying members 

of Casa de Macau present 

at the Chinese New Year 

banquet held on Sunday 

26 Feb at the Marigold 

Restaurant in Haymarket, 

say how immensely we 

enjoyed the auspicious 

occasion? The sumptuous 

dinner consisted of 

steamed scallops with ver-

micelli in XO sauce, Pe-

king duck, sang choy bow, 

spicy salt and pepper king 

prawns, beef fillet in 

Wasabi dressing, two 

kinds of mushrooms with 

vegetables, chicken fillet 

with special sauce, 

steamed whole live fish 

(but not live), fried rice, 

mango pudding topped off 

with fresh fruit platter, 

consisting of delectable 

sugar melon and rock 

melon! 

 

The convivial atmosphere 

and very informal camara-

derie displayed by all pre-

sent set the tone for a 

most enjoyable evening. I 

was very fortunate indeed 

to find myself in the com-

pany of the extended To-

ny and Olivia Basto family. 

Also for me the banquet 

was a rare occasion for 

again meeting old friends, 

which I otherwise would-

n‟t normally be able to do. 

Hence I would strongly 

urge our Committee if at 

all possible to consider 

organising a similar suc-

cessful get-together, tak-

ing place between the an-

nual Dia de São João and 

Christmas party. I would 

be only too happy to pay 

for the pleasure of again 

meeting fellow Casa de 

Macau members whose 

company I genuinely enjoy 

– not forgetting the swell 

tucker included. 

 

Gerard Ozorio 

2.3.11 

 

PS – I would be grateful if 

this feed-back could be 

published in the next 

Newsletter for the edifica-

tion of other members. 

Thank you. 

 

From the Editor 

Thank you for your letter 

Gerard.  You have managed 

to make my mouth water 

with the description of the 

food as well as filling me 

with infinite ‘saudade’. 

 

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to screen, accept or reject material for publication and takes no responsibility for any errors 

or omissions as provided by authors and contributors. While items from the Membership are sought and encouraged, the 

Editor reserves the right to edit articles as considered necessary. Publication of contributions is at the discretion of the 

Editor, and opinions expressed may not necessarily be those of the Editor nor of the Governing Committee of Casa de 

Macau Inc. Australia. 

The Newsletter is not to be used for any member’s own discourse. It is not intended to promote any propaganda nor sup-

port any political or religious affiliations. The contents are produced in good faith as a service for the benefit of Casa de 

Macau Members and as a method of communication within the Macanese community in Australia and abroad. 

http://www.casademacau.org.au
mailto:sydneymacau@optusnet.com.au
mailto:sydneymacau@optusnet.com.au


Jessie is the daughter of 

Ann Howell and Jose Xa-

vier. Her grandparents 

are Noemia and Lisbelo 

Xavier. 

 

Daniela Maria Da 

Cunha Rosario is study-

ing for her Bachelor of 

Arts (Language) at the 

University of Wollongong. 

Her parents are Carlos 

and Belinda Rosario and 

her grandparents are Aq-

uiles and Selena Rosario. 

 

Lauren Meagan Creus 

doing a Bachelor of Inter-

national Communications 

at Macquarie University.  

Lauren is the daughter of 

Norman Bernard Creus 

and Socorro Maria (Cruz) 

Creus. Lauren is the 

granddaughter of Turibio 

Jose Cruz and Elsilia    

Socorro (Fernandes) Cruz 

Christopher Wardle 

(above) is doing a Bache-

lor of Design (Majoring in 

Communication Design) 

at Griffith University 

Queensland.  Francisco 

Xavier Soares and Angela 

Leonora Hyndman are his 

great grandparents. Chris-

topher is the son of Jose 

Francisco Xavier Soares. 

 

Melinda Alice Rita 

Deacon is doing her 

Bachelor of Science ma-

joring in Geology at Mac-

quarie University 

Melinda is the daughter of 

Nina Andrade and Ken 

Deacon. She is the grand 

daughter of Daniel An-

drade and Aida Paz. 

 

James Nicholas Parry 

is dong his Bachelor of 

Science at Melbourne 

University. 

James is the son of Mark 

Parry and Ilda Maria Rita  

De Mendonca Botelho  

Parry. He is the grandson 

of Baltazar da Conceicao 

Reis Botelho and Lilia Ma-

ria Machado de Mendonca 

Botelho 

 

Veronica Jorge was 

born in Macau then 

raised in Australia. Her 

parents are Natalini do 

M. J Assis Jorge and Jo-

ana Leong Jorge.  

Veronica is doing her 

Bachelor of Business at 

the University of Tech-

nology. 

 

Congratulations to all our 

bursary recipients. 

 

 

 

If you would like infor-

mation about the bursa-

ries please contact Mary 

Rigby 

 Email: rigbyfamily 

@ozemail.com.au 

Phone /Fax (02)47333862 

 

Can I suggest all the 

young members check the 

Macanese Families Web-

site (there is an item 

about it in this newslet-

ter) just to confirm the 

information about you is 

correct. 

Mary 
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Bursary Recipients    

for 2010 

Jacqueline Ann Cahill 

(above) is doing her Law 

Degree at Bond Universi-

ty (Gold Coast) 

Jacqueline is the daughter 

of Loretta Souza Cahill. 

Her grandparents are 

Olivia da Costa Jonker 

and Pedro Souza 

 

Jessica Xavier (pictured 

right) is doing her Bache-

lor of Arts in Communi-

cation (information and 

Media) and in Internation-

al Studies at the Universi-

ty of Technology Sydney. 

WRITE TO US  

MAIL: P. O. Box A908, Sydney South, NSW 1235. 

E-MAIL: info@casademacau.org.au 

Letters should be brief, preferably no more than 200 words. They must 

be signed and must include name and address for publication if required 

and telephone number for verification. While letters and articles from 

readers are sought and encouraged, the Editorial Committee reserves 

the right to edit them as considered necessary. Letters and articles are 

published at the discretion of the committee and its decision is final.   



Rev. COONEY, Al-

bert SJ 

康雅拔神父 
  

  

Father Albert 

Cooney, S.J. 

R.I.P. 
Father Albert Cooney 

died in Dublin on 6 De-

cember 1997. He was 92 

years old and had been a 

Jesuit priest for 62 years. 

 

Albert Cooney was born 

in Ireland on 31 August 

1905 and as a young man 

became very interested in 

the performing arts. 

 

Before entering the Socie-

ty of Jesus on 31 August 

1923 he toured Ireland 

with a drama group. He 

was ordained on 31 July 

1935. 

 

On completing hie formal 

training in the Society he 

was sent, in 1937, to the 

Hong Kong Mission 

where he immediately 

went to Tai Laam Chung, 

a language school in the 

New Territories, to study 

Cantonese. 

 

At the end of two years 

of language study he was 

sent to Wah Yan College, 

Hong Kong, where he 

was in charge of providing 

for the material needs of 

the community when the 

Pacific War began on 8 

December 1941. 

 

With the Japanese occu-

pation of Hong Kong, 

Wah Yan became a Chi-

nese middle school and 

Father Cooney joined his 

confreres who set out for 

free China in April 1942. 

First they went to Macau 

and from there on to fort 

Bayard (Kwangchowan). 

Towards the end of May 

he set out from Fort 

Bayard on the carrier of a 

bicycle for Pak Hoi in 

Southern china where he 

worked in a parish before 

moving on to Hanoi for a 

spell. Eventually he came 

back again to Pak Hoi but 

in less than a year he was 

recalled from there to 

join a new Jesuit venture 

in Macau. 

 

With the Japanese occu-

pation of Hong Kong, 

about 4000 Portuguese 

families returned to Ma-

cau. To look after the 

youth, the Macau gover-

nor asked the Hong Kong 

Jesuits to set up a school 

with all expense paid. The 

school, St. Luiz Gonzaga, 

began in January 1943 and 

Father Albert Cooney 

was called back from Pak 

Hoi when the school was 

well under way. He al-

ways looked back to the 

time that he spent in Ma-

cau and happily remem-

bered the boys he taught 

there. 

 

The war over, St. Luiz 

Gonzage College closed 

its doors in December 

1945 and Father Albert 

returned to Hong Kong 

Wah Yan College. He 

worked on several com-

(Continued on page 11) 
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Lucia Heloisa Dias-

Azedo 

Wife of Cassiano Ricardo 

Dias-Azedo (Deceased) 

August 1913 - March 

2011 

Passed away peacefully in 

Kowloon, Hong Kong 

after a short bout of 

pneumonia leaving four 

children, eight grandchil-

dren and eleven great-

grandchildren. 

 

 

de Sousa - Alice Aurea, 

passed away peacefully on 

5 February 2011, aged 

95. Sadly missed by her 

four daughters Olivia, Syl-

via, Camille and Linda and 

their families. R.I.P. 

Antonio Francisco 

(Tony) Ribeiro of Hong 

Kong, passed away on 5 

March 2011 in Manila at 

the age of 56.  Tony was 

the son of the late Aida 

Mendes and Francis Ribei-

ro of Hong Kong, much 

loved brother to Marie 

(Zinha), Ann and Irene 

now in New Zealand.   



treats and conferences. 

He was also warden of 

Xavier Hall. But in 1969, 

the 'right of abode' issue 

for foreign missionaries in 

Malaysia forced him to 

move on. 

 

Early in 1970, he arrived 

back in Wah Yan College, 

Kowloon. He was to 

spend the next 22 years 

of his life here doing light 

work and keeping in con-

tact with his former stu-

dents of St. Luiz Gonzaga 

College. 

 

In September 1992 he 

finally said good-bye to 

the Orient when he re-

turned home to Ireland. 

 

The Board of Manage-

ment of Casa de Macau, 

Interstate Representatives 

and the Editorial Commit-

tee extend their deepest 

sympathy to the bereaved 

families as we mourn with 

them their great loss.    

Be encouraged by these 

words written by the 

Apostle Matthew: 
 

―Blessed are they that 

mourn: for they shall be 

comforted. ― 
 

Matthew 5:4 (KJV) 

Subsidy to  

Dia de São João  

Function 

 

The Committee has decid-
ed the subsidy for the Dia 
de S. João function for 
Ordinary/Extraordinary 
$50.00 per person and 

Junior Members $25.00 
per person respectively. 

 
Ordinary/Extraordinary 
Members to contribute 
$10.00, those over 70 yrs. 
old FREE and  Junior(*) 

members to contribute 
$5.00 per person.  Any 
Visitors wishing to partici-
pate should be charged 
$55.00 per person. 
 
(*) Please note the Junior 

Members from the age of 

5 to 11 yrs. old will have 

to contribute $5.00 to-

wards their, Junior Mem-

bers from 12 to 18 yrs. 

old will have to contrib-

ute $10.00. 

WELCOME 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

 NSW –  

Dorothy Guterres,  

Gregory Hanlon,  

Danielle Hanlon,  

Peter Blazek,  

Sandra Blazek,  

Jasmine Rozario,   Adam 

Goorevich,   Lucas Rigby,            

Samantha Jolley, Sharon 

Highway,   Michael High-

way, James Toohey,    

Margareta Toohey,  

South Australia  

Benjamin Maher. 

.Queensland  –  

Lauren Radley     Sharon 

Lane,      Chiyomi Hus-

band Shirley Conau 

ACT –   

Marcio de Menezes Ribei-

ro.  

Marie Ratterree 

Mother’s Day 

Sunday, 8th May 2011 

A mother is someone 

who never stops believing 

in you, no matter what. 

She accepts your 

strengths and your weak-

nesses, your wants and 

your needs, your hopes 

and your dreams . She‟s 

proud of everything you 

do, and her words of 

praise come straight from 

the heart 

Anonymous 
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mittee dealing with social 

work, helping the Boys 

and Girls Clubs Associa-

tion, saying Mass for the 

US naval forces, and 

helping students to get 

into US universities. 

 

In 1947 while on home 

leave in Ireland, he was 

informed of his appoint-

ment as Rector of Wah 

Yan. Before returning to 

Hong Kong he went to 

the US to collect infor-

mation about school 

buildings and equipment 

for possible Jesuit 

schools both in Hong 

Kong and Canton and 

made arrangements with 

universities to take stu-

dents on graduating from 

Wah Yan College. 

 

Although administration 

was not his forte, he was 

well-beloved by the com-

munity and was noted for 

hie kindness and thought-

fulness. 

 

On 31 July 1951 he was 

transferred to Wah Yan 

College, Kowloon. In Oc-

tober of that year he sud-

denly suffered a stroke. 

Although he survived the 

crisis, a long convales-

cence kept him in Ireland 

for the next 10 years. 

 

In November 1962 he 

arrived back in the Ori-

ent, this time to Singapore 

to take up parish work. 

The following year he was 

transferred to St. Francis 

Xavier's Church in Petal-

ing Java, Malaysia to work 

in the church giving re-

(Continued from page 10) 
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give the lecture himself, 

having heard it so many 

times. Sure enough, at the 

next stop on the tour, 

Einstein and the driver 

switched places, with Ein-

stein sitting at the back in 

his driver's uniform.  

 

Having delivered a flaw-

less lecture, the driver 

was asked a difficult ques-

tion by a member of the 

audience. "Well, the an-

swer to that question is 

quite simple," he casually 

replied. "I bet my driver, 

sitting up at the back 

there, could answer it..."  

 

 

 Albert Einstein's wife of-

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the story here.” 

ten suggested that he dress 

more professionally when 

he headed off to work. 

"Why should I?" he would 

invariably argue. "Everyone 

knows me there." When 

the time came for Einstein 

to attend his first major 

conference, she begged him 

to dress up a bit. "Why 

should I?" said Einstein. "No 

one knows me there!"  

 

 

Macau Cultural Center 

244 Unwins Bridge Road 

Sydenham 

 

 
 
 
 

Give me a sense of humor, 

Lord,  Give me the grace to 

see a joke,  To get some 

humor out of life,  And pass 

it on to other folk!  

 

Cantankerous old man 

 

While on a road trip, an 

elderly couple stopped  

at a roadside restaurant 

for lunch.   After finishing 

their meal, they left the 

restaurant, and resumed 

their trip.  

 

When leaving, the elderly 

woman unknowingly left 

her glasses on the table, 

and she didn't miss them 

until they had been  driv-

ing for about forty 

minutes.  

 

 By then, to add to the 

aggravation, they  had to 

travel quite a distance 

before  they could find a 

place to turn around in 

order to return to the 

restaurant to retrieve 

her glasses.  

All the way back, the el-

derly husband became the 

classic grouchy old man.   

He fussed and com-

plained, and scolded  his 

wife relentlessly during 

the entire  return drive.  

 

The more he chided her,  

the more agitated he be-

came.  He just  wouldn't 

let up for a single minute. 

 

To her relief, they finally 

arrived at the restaurant.   

 

As the woman got out of 

the car, and hurried inside 

to retrieve her glasses, 

the old geezer yelled to 

her,  

 

"When you're in there 

you might as well get my 

hat and the credit card." 
 

 Absent minded      

professor 

 
  

One day during a speaking 

tour, Albert Einstein's 

driver, who often sat at 

the back of the hall during 

his lectures, remarked 

that he could probably 

mailto:info@casademacau.org.au

