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Dear Members, 
 

On Saturday 16th May, our Macanese Cultural Centre (MCC) was Offi-
cially Opened by our Founding President, Vasco Fernando Rodrigues 
and Blessed by Parish Priest, Fr John Pearce CP, St Brigid’s at Mar-
rickville.  This is a significant and long awaited day in the history of our 
Casa. One of the main objectives from our Constitution, under Section 
1D ( c ) was “to provide and maintain a cultural or community centre for 
the benefit of Macanese people in Australia”. Mission accomplished.  
We rely on you as members to utilise the Centre for future social gath-
erings and activities. (see article). 
 
The introduction of a contribution fee of $10 for Casa functions is on the 
back burner as we await members’ feedback (please see separate flyer 
to complete and return).  There will not be a fee for Dia de S Joao 2009 
nationally. In NSW this event will be celebrated in Sydney on Sunday 
28th June.  I look forward to seeing you then. (note flyer for your rsvp 
asap). Other States will aim to hold this annual event around the same 
weekend thanks to the assistance from our Interstate Representatives. 
 
On behalf of the Youth Encontro Selection Committee, I wish to an-
nounce the 3 successful candidates chosen to represent our Casa at 
the Youth Encontro in Macau next month (July 18th to 25th): 
•  Carla de Menezes Ribeiro (ACT) 
•  Patricia Rigby (NZ) 
• Katherine da Silva (SA) 
Airfares and accommodation are covered by Macau Youth Organisers 
for 3 representatives from each Casa. Joining will be Sylvie Narcisco 
Ribeiro (NSW) as a self paid participant.  The Committee wish the la-
dies a productive and fruitful gathering and look forward to their report 
upon safe return. 
 
Casa de Macau’s 15th Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Satur-
day 19th September at the MCC and nominations are called to join the 
Committee. This is your opportunity to make a difference and to play an 

(Continued on page 2) 
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active role for the benefit of your community. I 
wish to provide notice that I will not be accept-
ing any nomination to serve for the next term of 
office and will cease my duties after that date. I 
would like to encourage any interested eligible 
members to offer your time and expertise to 
Casa. No doubt over the coming months I will 
ensure that all properties and official documen-
tation will be handed back to Casa and I look 
forward to providing a comprehensive handover 
to my successor.  My ‘farewell’ write up will be 
in the September newsletter.   (Refer to AGM 
notice and nomination form). 
 
Macau Government Tourist Office (MGTO), 
Sydney will be holding their annual Martin 
Place promotion from Monday 12th to Friday 
16th October 2009 and are seeking Casa mem-
bers’ support and assistance at the promotion 
stalls to make it another successful event.  Join 
up for this hands and fun experience. (see pro-
motional ad)  
 
Following on from our March issue in regards to 
the Regiao Administrativa Especial de Macau 
(RAEM) 10th Anniversary commemoration - all 
Casas were provided a grant of MOP 
$100,000.00 More information is to follow on 
planned activities within Australia. 

 

Kind Regards, 
 
 

läÉÇÇx 
 

SUNDAY MUNCH @ MACANESE CUL-
TURAL CENTRE  - UPDATE 

 
The first Sunday Munch was held on 22 March 
with 24 people in attendance. We enjoyed a deli-
cious meal cooked by Lizette Akouri. The menu on 
that day was, Water Cress Soup, Capella, Feijoada 
and Cha Cha for dessert. An excellent menu for a 
contribution of only $10/head to help offset cater-
ing costs.    

 
Those who attended were impressed by the fit-out 
of the Centre and took time to visit the Library to 
look at the books, borrow DVDs, Videos, and took 
some of the give-aways items from Macau Govern-
ment Tourist Office in Sydney.  

 
Several members of the Committee were up at the 
crack of dawn to set up the room for this function 
and by l.00 pm most of the guests had arrived and 
were enjoying the first course.  There was a lot of 
talking and laughter and the atmosphere in the din-
ing area was reminiscent of the days of Club de 
Recreio, Little Flower Club or the Lusitano in Hong 
Kong. Pam Gosano, Federico Pedruco, Fernanda de 
Carvalho, Robert & Antonia Olaes, Nina & Ken 
Deacon, Irma & Mario Tcheong were among those 
present.  There were even take-aways for those 
wanting more of delicious home- cooked Macanese 
foods. 

 
On 2 May, we held our second Sunday Munch, this 
time attended by 16 members.  Nina Deacon as-
sisted Lizette with the serving of the food. The 
menu of Lingau (lotus root) soup, Arroz Gordo and 
Port Wine Jelly was a big hit. Many of us recalled 
the “old days” back in HK and Macau when Sunday 
family gatherings would almost always include Arroz 
Gordo. Judging by the long quiet periods during the 
meal, it was obvious that Lizette had again produced 
another delicious meal. When “nossa gente” are 
quiet during meal time you know the food is a suc-
cess and this certainly was one. Again, there was 
enough for take-aways which were eagerly taken 
up. Thanks Lizette for a very enjoyable day. 

 
After lunch everyone sat around, chatting, exchang-
ing family histories, commenting on the Quito As-
sumpcao’s geneaology website and of course, mak-
ing suggestions for the next Sunday Munch menu, 
no doubt mellowed by the lovely wine, kindly pro-
vided by Charito & Carlos Remedios and Peter & 
Isabela Rigg. At 4.00PM we had to end the event 
and everyone pitched in to clear up and put away all 
the furniture, in preparation for the painters who 
were scheduled to start work the next day to 
freshen up the Casa for the official opening on 16 
May. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 12) 



Volume 21    Issue 2 Casa Down Under                      June 2009 Page 3 

The Governor from Hell 
Dom Sebastião Lobo da Silveira,  
Governor of Macau, 1638-1644 

By Stuart Braga 

 
If you thought our political leaders leave something 
to desired, then think again. Quite apart from the 
appalling dictators of 20th-century Europe and the 
cruel tyrants of contemporary Africa, 17th-century 
Macau had its share of blackguards. Probably the 
worst was Dom Sebastião Lobo da Silveira. If ever 
there was a man who had not one redeeming fea-
ture it has to be da Silveira. He was a murderer, 
robber and possibly a traitor to his King who fla-
grantly flouted justice and common morality. 
How was this allowed to happen? We need to re-
member that none of the systems of accountability 
that we take for granted in a modern democracy 
existed two or three centuries ago. There were no 
elections, no newspapers or talkback radio, no 
highly organised commercial lobbies. The whole 
apparatus of public opinion and public scrutiny was 
absent. 
However there was the Church, immensely power-
ful in Macau, the City of the Name of God. Sadly, 
the Catholic Church was beset by struggles be-
tween the different Orders with a presence in 
Macau. The Jesuits were very strong from the time 
of Francis Xavier onwards, but the Mendicant Or-
ders, the Franciscans and the Dominicans arrived 
later, and vied with the Jesuits to gain a foothold in 
the immensely important mission field that China 
represented. A faction-riven church was unable to 
take a strong stand against an unspeakable villain, 
who was shrewd enough to play one faction against 
another. 
What of the King of Portugal? We must remember 
that from 1580 to 1640 the Portuguese throne fell 
under the control of Spain. When in 1640 King 
João IV came to the Portuguese throne, it took 
two years for the news to reach Macau, where it 
was received cautiously. If a loyal message was sent 
to the King in Lisbon, it might not arrive until 1644 
or even later. By then the Spaniards might be back 
in control. Effectively, distant colonies and trading 
posts were all but independent of their home gov-
ernment.  
Much the same was true of early colonial New 

South Wales when Governor Bligh in 1808 roared 
at a defiant John Macarthur, founder of the Austra-
lian wool industry, who threatened to report Bligh 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in Lon-
don. ‘Damn the Secretary of State. He rules in Lon-
don. I rule here.’ Ultimately, Bligh was wrong. He 
came to a bad end in New South Wales; so did da 
Silveira in Macau. 
When in 1558 the Portuguese government became 
aware of the existence of Macau, settled the previ-
ous year, they dealt with it in the only way they 

could. Control of all the trade in the Far East was 
given to a Captain-General, who also had sole legal 
authority over Macau and its inhabitants. Later, this 
was altered to separate the commercial and admin-
istrative roles, and Macau was placed under the 
control of Goa, whose Governor had the high rank 
of Vice-Regent. However, Goa was thousands of 
miles away from Macau. A combination of ty-
phoons, contrary winds and above all the depreda-
tions of Dutch privateers could place Macau be-
yond the reach of higher authority for well over a 
year. Effectively, control of the economy and ad-
ministration of Macau was in the sole hands of one 

(Continued on page 4) 
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man. Thus da Silveira was able to pursue his preda-
tory ways unchecked for several years.  
Dom Sebastião Lobo da Silveira was appointed 
Governor of Macau in 1638, towards the end of 
the 80 year period in which Portugal was ruled by 
the King of Spain. When news arrived in Macau 
that the Portuguese throne had been restored, it 
was da Silveira who swore the oath of allegiance to 
King João IV of Portugal, Duke of Braganza. If the 
chroniclers can be believed, it was the only good 
thing he ever did, and even then, he may have se-
cretly planned to sell the colony out to the Spanish 
should they arrive from Manila in sufficient force. A 
17th century Franciscan friar, José de Jesus Maria 
asserted that ‘Macau at this time was in an uproar 
due to the tyrannical and iniquitous proceedings of 
its Captain-General, Dom Sebastião Lobo da 
Silveira, who, wolf as he was  (Lobo is Portuguese 
for wolf), appeared desirous of devouring everyone 
irrespective of their quality.’ 
The worst of Dom Sebastião’s many crimes was 
the cold-blooded murder of the Crown Adminis-
trator, Diogo Vaz Freire, whom he kept chained in 
a filthy dungeon in the basement of his house for 
eight months, before beating him to death on the 
night of 4 May 1643. Not only did the Governor 
brutally refuse his victim’s pitiful pleas to be al-
lowed the sacraments and confession before dying, 
but in his sadistic rage he strangled a slave boy who 
ventured to appeal for mercy for the dying wretch. 
He crowned this double atrocity by depositing 
Freire’s mangled corpse at the door of the Santa 
Casa de Misericordia, where a horrified crowd 
gathered next morning to see the body ‘covered 
with sores and weals, and with one eye hanging out 
from its socket’. Dom Sebastião then had the in-
credible effrontery to write to the King that he had 
killed the Administrator in cold blood and without 
trial, ‘since it was convenient for His Majesty’s 
credit, the honour of the Portuguese nation and 
the safety of his own life.’ 
Needless to say the home government in Lisbon 
took a very different view and ordered his immedi-
ate arrest and deportation to Portugal for trial. Re-
peated orders for the confiscation of his property 
were evaded or ignored, allegedly through the con-
nivance of his Jesuit friends in Macau, and when he 
finally sailed from Goa to Lisbon in February 1647 
he still had most of his ill gotten gains in his posses-
sion. The ship was wrecked on the desert coast of 

Natal in South Africa, but the majority of passen-
gers and crew reached the shore and began the 
long overland trek to Mozambique on 15 July.  
Few survived this ordeal, and Dom Sebastião was 
not one of them. He was so fat that he was incapa-
ble of walking more than a few steps, and he hired 
a group of cabin boys to carry him. This they 
agreed to do for a few days, but then abandoned 
him. He was too heavy. Next a group of sailors 
were persuaded to carry the rascal further on. 
Dom Sebastião bribed them with jewels and other 
precious things including six gold chains. However 
after three days even these incentives failed to in-
duce the sailors to go any further with their fat 
burden. Dom Sebastião made his confession and 
was left behind under a small cloth shelter while 
the others struggled on to Mozambique and safety. 
Thus he escaped from the justice which surely 
awaited him in the Portuguese capital, but perished 
miserably in Darkest Africa. 
A scoundrel like this is bound to breed myth. Dom 
Sebastião is no exception. Later generations of 
Macanese could not bear to believe that he had 
escaped their ancestors’ wrath. Modern writers, 
including Montalto de Jesus and Father Manuel 
Teixeira have it that he was murdered by a patri-
otic mob under a staircase in Government House, 
Macau, where he had hidden while plotting to sur-
render the colony to the Spaniards. Never let facts 
get in the way of a good story.  

For further reading: C.R. Boxer, Fidalgos in the Far 
East, C.A. Montalto de Jesus, Historic Macao. 

(Continued from page 3) 

WELCOME 
 

To new Casa Members in NSW. 
 

Jacqueline Carter, Kylie Williams,  
David Williams, Laura-Mae Williams  

and Kate Williams. 
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We reproduce in the following few pages congratulatory letters received from several 
dignitaries and friends as well as some photos. Due to space constraints we were not 
able to print them all , but their good wishes are acknowledged. 
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Official Opening of Casa De Macau 

Dear Yvonne, 
I would gladly attend  the ceremony of the official 
opening but due to circumstances it will not be pos-
sible. 
I wish to all of you my best regards and hope it will 
be a successful event. 

Regards, 

Gabriela César 
 

Casa de Macau Inc Australia  

 Subject: RE: Invitation 

Dear Yvonne 
Greetings from Macau! It's always good to hear 
from friends from far.  
Many thanks for your kind invitation to the opening 
of Macanese Cultural Centre and I would like to 
take this opportunity to congratulate your hard 
work in getting a beautiful premise for the commu-
nity.  
Considering my travel schedule, I'm sorry to inform 
I may not be able to join your celebration as we'll 
also have in Macau some traditional activities for 
Lady Fatima. Yet, I will recommend you to approach 
Ms. Helen Wong, General Manager of MGTO's rep-
resentative office in Australia. I believe she will give 
you great support whenever necessary. 
Here I extend my best wishes to the success of 
MCC as well as kind regards 

to all Casa de Macau members. 

Cheers 

João Manuel Costa Antunes 
Director - Macau Government Tourist Office  

 

SENHORA YVONNE HERRERO 
QUERO AGRADECER A ATENÇÃO E DISPON-
IBILIDADE QUANDO DA MINHA VISITA À 
CASA DE MACAU DA AUSTRÁLIA. 
GOSTARIA DE PARABENIZAR TODA A DI-
RECÇÃO PELA INICIATIVA E DESEJAR O MAIOR 
SUCESSO. 

COM OS MELHORES CUMPRIMENTOS 

CARLOS PÁSCOA 
DEPUTADO À ASSEMBLEIA DA REPÚBLICA DE 

PORTUGAL. 

Mrs. Yvonne Herrero, 
 I would like to thank you for the hospitality ex-
tended to me during my visit to the Casa de Macau 
in Australia. 
 My congratulations to the whole Committee for its 
great initiative and wish it great success. 

 Best regards, 

 Carlos Páscoa 

 Deputy of Assembly to the Republic of Portugal 

 
E-mail from Dr. Jorge Rangel sent from Lis-
bon and only printed in part. 
 
My Dear Friend 
I congratulate you and your Board once again for all 
your achievements and regret that you will be step-
ping down soon. 
Yes, I hope to be able to visit your Casa in the near 
future. 
I am presently in Lisbon and will be back in Macau 
only in the third week of July….. 
Jorge Rangel 
 
To: The President and Committee Members of 
Casa de Macau 
 Ever since Casa started in Australia it has had a 
dream to have its own club house.  Congratulations 
on achieving that dream. 
As two of the original members of Casa, Maria Fer-
nanda and I hope that the official opening is a great 
success. 

Fernando de Menezes Ribeiro 
 
Some of the other messages received were 
from: 
Guilherme Silva, APOMAC 

Margarida Grills, Interstate Representative ACT 

Henrique Manhao, Casa de Macau (USA) Inc. 

Raquel Remedios, UMA Inc. 

Edinho Cruz, Toronto 

 
There were many other that have been acknowl-
edged privately but are not printed here due to 
space constraints. 
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O Portugues na Australia printed an article on 
Wednesday 20th May 2009 regarding the opening 
and blessing of Macau Cultural Centre. 

 
O Portugues na Australia, Quarta-Feira, 20 de Maio 
de 2009, Página 11 

 

Nova Sede da Casa de Macau em Sydney 

 
A associaçâo macaense "Casa de Macau" ou 'Centro 
Cultural Macaense" abriu oficialmente a sua sede, 
no sábado passado, em Sydenham. 

 
Foram convidadas várias individalidades 
representantes de Casas de Macau na Austrália, a 
Sra. Helen Wong representante do Turismo de 
Macau, o Cônsul-Geral de Portugal em Sydney Dr. 
Simeão Pinto de Mesquita, o Deputado no 
Parlamento Português da Imigração pelo Circulo de 
Fora da Europa, Dr. Carlos Gonçalves Pàscoa, etc. 

 
A oficialização foi feita pelo Rev. Padre John Pearce 
da Igreja de Sta. Brigida em Marrickville que benzeu 
a Casa e a imagem de Nsa Sra. de Fátima; o sr 
Vasco Rodrigues (presidente fundador da Casa de 
Macau) descerrou a placa. 
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PATUÁ CORNER 
  

REMINDER 

  
Vosotro tudo nunca bom esquecê que tudo mes 
nos tem unga Domingo para bufã na Macau Cultural 
Centre (MCC).  Vigiã bem feito acunga dia para não 
fugi porque tem comisaina de estilo Macaísta para 
saboreã e mata saudadi. 

  

Lembrã, 

Vosotro Cozinheiro 

  

REMINDER 

  
Just a note to remind you all of our monthly Munch 
on Sundaysat the Macau Cultural Centre 
(MCC).  Keep an eye on the dates and have a 
chance to try some delicious Macanese Food we 
present. 

 Yours, 

The Chef 
 

 

 

 

From the survey of members attending our last 
Christmas lunch, 54 of the 90 respondents, or 60% 
had never visited the Cultural Centre, of these, 53 
stated they would like to. 

 
Accordingly, five Open Days were organised in 
March, four Wednesdays and one Sunday, to allow 
members the opportunity to visit the Cultural Cen-
tre. Disappointingly, we had a total of four mem-
bers visit, two on a Wednesday and another two on 
the Sunday. On the bright side, there were lots of 
chocolate cake, mixed berry cupcakes, Danish pas-
try and cappuccinos for Mary, Marcus and myself. 

 
For members who wish to visit the Cultural Centre, 
until the Committee compiles a comprehensive ac-
tivities calendar, your best chance will be to sign up 
for one of the monthly Sunday Munch events or call 
one of the committee members. 

 

Ed Rozario 

8 May 2009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORREA On page seven of our March edition un-
der Birth Announcements we announced the birth 
of Patrick Leonardo Correa on 23rd December, 
2008. We have since discovered that baby Patrick’s 
correct name is actually Patrick Francisco Kelly 
Correa. We regret any inconvenience caused by 
this misreporting which was due to the wrong in-
formation being passed on to us. Below is a picture 
of Patrick Francisco. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ESTORNINHO  Oliver Jorge born on 23rd 
March at Queen Alexandra Hospital in Hobart, 
weighing in at 9 pounds. A little brother to Oriel 
Joyce. His parents are Jorge Manuel and Darrie-Lee. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Proud grandparents are Jorge Alberto and Pamela, 
all of Hobart. Pictured below is Oliver Jorge in the 
arms of his loving sister Oriel.  

(Continued from page 11) 

                            
The Committee had planned to hold 5 Sunday 
Munch events but unfortunately three had to be 
cancelled due to lack of support. Even Tacho, 
Minchi and Tai Choy Ko failed to attract enough 
members. We recognise that the menus were not 
communicated early or well enough and we are 
working to rectify this. We encourage those of you 
that have access to our website: 
www.casademacau.org.au to check there for the 
menus.  

 
Also we have decided to hold only one lunch a 
month from now on. This is scheduled for the third 
Sunday of each month, starting on 21 June; chef of 
the day is Lizette or Rogerio as follows: 

 
June 21st – Rogerio : Entrée: Sopa de Marisco 
(Seafood Soup)/Main: Amonica 
de Porco (Pork Meat Roll)/ Dessert: Torrada 
Lusitana (Lusitano Cheese Toast) 
RSVP asap to: Rogerio: 9634 3243 (after 
7pm) or email: rtfernan-

(Continued from page 2) 

des@optusnet.com.au 
  

  
July 19th – Lizette: Entrée: Sopa de La-
cassa / Main: Baked Portuguese 
Chicken Macau style / Dessert: Arroz Doce 
RSVP by: 3rd July to: Lizette: 98096509 (after 
7pm) or email: lakouri@optusnet.com.au 
  
Aug 23nd – Rogerio: Entrée: Sopa a moda 
Rússia  (Borsch) /  Main: Fish 
fillet with white sauce /Filettes a moda 
Macaense com molho branco/ Dessert: 
Sumo de Avocado (Avocado shake) 
RSVP by: 7th August to: Rogerio: 9634 3243 
(after 7pm) or email: rtfernan-
des@optusnet.com.au 
 
No Sunday Munch on Sept 20th – changed 
to Saturday 19th September for Casa’s 15th 
Annual General Meeting commencing at 
10am. Attendees welcome to stay back and 
join both the outgoing and incoming Com-
mittee members for a Cha Gordo, after 
midday at no cost. 
Contributions by way of BYO dish  to assist 
with catering will be welcomed. 
 RSVP by : 4th September to Mary Rigby, 
02/47333862 or email : rigbyfami-
ly@ozemail.com.au 
 
These Sunday Munches were organised as a result 
of the wishes of our members and we are hoping 
that more will avail themselves of this get-together 
in future.   
 
Maybe organise a Mahjong game, a Poker Night, 
Bingo, etc with other members as we have enough 
space for three or four tables.  We are here to 
help you use the facilities of the Macanese Cultural 
Centre as a means of keeping in touch with other 
members in a homely and friendly surrounding.  
All you have to do is contact Lizette Akouri or 
one of the members of the Committee.   
(Please go to Page 17 to see some photos 
from the last Munch “Encounter”) 

Sunday Munch 
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Macanese Cooking Demonstration @ MCC 
 

On Sunday 24th May, six members eagerly gathered 
at the Centre for the first ‘cooking demo’ organised 
by Gastronomia Correspondent, Yvonne Husband. 
Main purpose was to target the younger generation 
– however it was noted that there were interest 
also from the older age bracket too. 

 
 MENU consisted of:  Minchi, Porco Ananás , Be-
binca , Choy Sum with Oyster Sauce and Rice. 

 
The members were very impressed with the Maca-
nese Cultural Centre and each wrote a short com-
ment as follows: 

 
“ Thank you for a fantastic experience. The food 
was delicious and I’d love to do it again sometime.” 
JACKIE CARTER 

 
“Thank you for hosting today. It was great to see 
how easy it can be to cook traditional Macanese 
food. I’m looking forward to trying to cook them.” 
ALEX GRISKAITIS 

 
“Great day, learnt a lot and look forward to trying 
out my new skills. Thank you for the full belly.” 
WADE 

 
“YUMMY!! Very grateful that the lesson was ex-
tended to the ‘oldies’ too. Can’t hardly wait for 
the next class.”  DIANA SIMPSON 

 
“Should be a regular occurrence maybe once 
every 2 months. So much fun and excellent bond-
ing for the cultural aspect..as well as enjoying the 
fabulous food!” PAULA McFAYDEN 

 
“It was a lovely morning followed by a delicious 
meal. Thank you.” CAMILLE SAUCIS 

 
So by popular demand the next cooking demon-

(Continued on page 14) 
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stration is scheduled on SUNDAY AUGUST 23RD.  
Please register by EMAIL to Yvonne: yhus-
band@optusnet.com.au or phone 93404480. Open 
to all members aged 18 to 60 who feel that they 
need to learn how to cook Macanese Food!!  Con-
tribution of $10 p/head will help with food costs; 
company and ambience is free.  

 

Thank you Yvonne for your time and enthusiasm.  

 

Dear Yvonne, 

  
I was absolutely thrilled to learn that a second trip 
to Portugal in October has been announced by our 
Casa. I most sincerely thank the INDEFATIGABLE 
members of our conscientious Committee for or-
ganising the trip and itinerary. 

   
For those members who have never visited the 
birthplace of our revered forefathers, this will be 
the trip of a lifetime they will never forget which 
may very likely be the last for a long time to come 
for our members travelling as a group.  They will be 
all the richer for the unforgettable experience. 

   
Despite having visited Portugal and met its people 
on no fewer than three occasions, I shall definitely 
go come October as surely as night follows day. 

   
I highly recommend this forthcoming trip to all in-
tending members who have never gone to Portugal 
and others. 

   
I accordingly enclose herewith my cheque for 
$1,000 on account. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

Gerard Ozorio 

 

INTENTION NOT TO SEEK RE-ELECTION 
 
How time flies, and without realizing it I’ve been a 
committee member for the last seven years.  Dur-
ing my time with Casa I have learned a lot and have 
also made quite a number of new friends.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Yvonne for 
her guidance and support and the other committee 
members for their patience and their good spirit. 

 
I have decided not to stand for re-election for the 
next term of office, as I truly believe that with 
Yvonne stepping down as President it would be ap-
propriate for the incoming President to have a new 
Vice President to enable them to work together 
and to have a new outlook for the future.  I would 
therefore also like to take the opportunity to thank 
our members for their kind words of encourage-
ment throughout my years with Casa and wish the 
incoming team all the very best for the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marcus Gutierrez 

(Continued from page 13) 

EDITOR’S DISCLAIMER 
The Editor reserves the right to screen, 
accept or reject material for publication 
and takes no responsibility for any errors 
or omissions as provided by authors and 
contributors. While items from the Mem-
bership are sought and encouraged, the 
Editor reserves the right to edit articles as 
considered necessary. Publication of con-
tributions is at the discretion of the Editor, 
and opinions expressed may not necessar-
ily be those of the Editor nor of the Gov-
erning Committee of Casa de Macau Inc. 
Australia. 
The Newsletter is not to be used for any 
member’s own discourse. It is not in-
tended to promote any propaganda nor 
support any political or religious affilia-
tions. The contents are produced in good 
faith as a service for the benefit of Casa de 
Macau Members and as a method of com-
munication within the Macanese commu-
nity in Australia and abroad. 
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Short Update on Portugal/Spain 

Trip (October 2009) 
 
Thank you to the members that have registered their 
interest so far. I can report that we have 20 names 
to date, which falls short to fill a busload. 
 
To avoid any disappointment of cancelling this trip, 
an invitation will be sent to other sister Casas to join 
us.  This would be a great opportunity to not only 
visit the country of our ancestry Portugal plus Spain; 

but to meet up with family and friends to reunite on 
this journey together. 
 
Watch this space ! 
 
Cheers, 
Marcus Gutierrez 
Vice President 
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ALVES – Jose Luis (Dick) passed away peacefully in 
Wellington NZ on 17 May 2009 aged 91. He is sur-
vived by his wife Laura Maria nee Yvanovich (Lo), 
son Andre, Jacqueline and two grandsons and sister, 
Margarida (Margie) Yvanovich in Canberra 

 
da ROCHA  Herculano (Josico) passed away in 
Macau on the 29th April 2009 after a prolonged ill-
ness, leaving wife Patricia (nee Tavares), daughters 
Bella and Norma, and sons Roggie and Manuel, and 
sister Natalia Rodrigues.  Burial service conducted 
by Father Lancelot.  

 
RODRIGUES, Olga Emilia. 19th May, 2009.      
Beloved wife of Alberto (deceased). Loving mother 
and mother-in-law of Bernardo (deceased), Carol 
and Reuben, Mario and Juanita. Cherished grand-
mother of Anthony, Alessia, Nick, Vanessa, Stepha-
nie and Isabel. 
A wonderful lady. Her presence and her memory 
will live on in our hearts forever. 

 

Aged 78 years 

At peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levo ao vosso conhecimento que foram eleitos no-
vos Orgãos Sociais que iniciam funções a partir do 
próximo dia 1 de Abril, e por um período de três 
anos. 
 
Antes de deixar as minhas funções de Presidente da 
Direcção quero expressar o meu profundo 
agradecimento por todas as amabilidades que me 
dispensaram durante o meu mandato e pelas cor-
diais relações que mantiveram com a Direcção ces-
sante. 
 
Desejo para as vossas Casas os maiores sucessos 
em prol da Comunidade Macaense da Diáspora. 
 
Cordiais Saudações Macaenses 
 
Álvaro Andrade 
Presidente da Direcção 
 

(Please be advised that the following have 
been elected to the Board of Management 
from 1st April for a period of three years. 
Casa de Macau Lisboa) 

 
Órgãos Sociais para o triénio  

2009 / 2011 
ASSEMBLEIA  GERAL 

Presidente      Rui Manuel Gomes do Amaral  

Vice-Presidente    Maria Isabel Machado  
   Fonseca  

1.º Secretário Josefina Ana Placé  
   Estevão            

2.º Secretário João Mendes Calado  

 

DIRECÇÃO 

Presidente  Gustavo Augusto de     
                     Senna Fernandes   

Vice-Presidente Antonio Luís de Faria    
                     Fernandes   

Secretário  José Cardoso Fontão  

(Continued on page 17) 
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Tesoureiro  José Augusto de Sousa    
                     Andrade   

1.º Vogal  Margarida Alexandra Vaz 
            do Amaral   

2.º Vogal   Edith Teresinha Xavier  
                     Lopes    

3.º Vogal   Maria Cristina Antunes  
                     Faria    

Vogal Suplente Rogério da Silva Monteiro  

Vogal Suplente Eurico Maria Tsé de   
                     Abreu Teles   

CONSELHO  FISCAL 

Presidente  António Augusto Sales  

Vogal   Alexander Litvinoff de   
                      Brito Lima   

Vogal   Rodolfo Manuel Baptista   
                     Faustino   

Vogal Suplente Maria Cristina de Mello  
                     Bragança   

Vogal Suplente José António Cardoso de  
                      Almeida    

 

Election Results in May 2009 for 
 

Casa de Macau Vancouver: 

 

President:                     Fernanda Pinna Ho 

Vice President:             Maria King 

2nd Vice President:       Lyce Assumpcao Rozario 

Secretary:                     Pat de Albuquerque 

Treasurer:                    Anne-Marie da Costa 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 16) 
Photos from regular Sunday Munch. 

Page 2 has more details on next event’s 
date and menu. 

Why not come and enjoy good company 
and an excellent meal at a nominal cost.  



President: 
Yvonne Maria Cruz Herrero 

Vice President: 
Marcus Gutierrez 

Secretary: 
Mary Basto Rigby 

Treasurer:       
Edward Rozario 

Deputy Secretary: 
Lizette Viana Akouri 

Committee Members: 
Maria Callaghan 

Rogério Fernandes 
Brenda Chavez 

 
Interstate Representatives: 

Carmen O’Brien (SA) 
Natercia Xavier (QLD) 

Adrienne Ozorio Carasallos (VIC) 
Margarida Grills (ACT) 
Daniel Badaraco (WA) 
Jorge Estorninho (TAS) 

 

Committee Members 
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Casa Down 

Under  

Newsletter  

 

Next issue  
is due out in September, 2009.  
Anyone wishing to contribute articles 
are requested to submit them no 
later than Friday, 21st August, 
2009 to jestor38@gmail.com  

Contact us 

Casa de Macau Inc. 

P. O. Box A908 

Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia 

E-mail: info@casademacau.org.au 

Website: www.casademacau.org.au  

WRITE TO US  

MAIL: P. O. Box A908,  

Sydney South,  

NSW 1235. 

E-MAIL: info@casademacau.org.au 
Letters should be brief, preferably no more than 200 words. They 
must be signed and must include name and address for publication if 
required and telephone number for verification. While letters and 
articles from readers are sought and encouraged, the Editorial Com-
mittee reserves the right to edit them as considered necessary. Let-
ters and articles are published at the discretion of the committee 
and its decision is final.   

 

 

 

 

 

The end of an era is nigh 
As you would have read in the President’s report, Yvonne has 
stated her intention of not accepting nominations for the next 
Board election. This then signifies an upcoming change of the 
guard so to speak. 
Being in Tasmania, so far from the centre of activity, does not 
mean that I have not been able to witness changes that have oc-
curred to the Casa over the past eight years under her presi-
dency. Some of her major achievements can be said to be in-
creased membership and its participation in events; a greater 
awareness of community pride and the promotion of youth; 
Education Bursary; establishment of a Website and culmination 
of the purchase of a property which we can call home. It hasn’t 
been a bed of roses because there have been some failures as 
well as some nasty incidents which will remain unsaid for now. 
But Yvonne, being Yvonne, took it all on the chin, the good and 
the bad,  and soldiered on. 
I forget the number of times when producing the Newsletter 
we would be exchanging e-mails at one o’clock in the morning, 
‘geeing’ each other up - don’t forget this - where is such and 
such - I’m pooped and going to bed… 
Yvonne, you have been to me an encourager and a source of 
inspiration and motivator to excel in rendering a service for the 
benefit of Casa Members and the Macanese Community. Thank 
you for being all of that and much more than just a friend. 
In saying all of the above, let’s not forget Marcus, working qui-
etly in the background. Unflappable Marcus, is what  I call him 
behind his back. Have you ever tried putting together an eight-
een page newsletter, stuff them in envelopes (only about 600 or 
more of them)? There were times when I’ve sent him the hard-
copy of the newsletter and only allowed him two days to do all 
of that and never once have I heard or seen a word of com-
plaint.  Thank you, Marcus, for showing me the art of patience 

Jorge Estorninho, Editor. 


