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 Dear Members,     

Welcome to the first Casa newsletter for 
2007.  On behalf of the Committee and Inter-
state Representatives we wish you all the 
very best wishes for the year ahead. With the 
festive season behind us, we continue to 
move on to tackle the challenges of daily lives.  
For many we seem to just get busier on the 
home, work and social fronts.  For some a 
quieter and slower pace. Whichever road 
you’re on, life is full of daily challenges but we 
can count our blessings.  Positive attitude 
ensures resilience to confront all trials and 
tribulations.    

 
2007 is the UN International ‘Year of the 
Planet Earth’ (2007-2009). Interesting read on 
site: www.yearofplanetearth.org It is also the 
‘Year of the Pig’ following the Chinese Lunar 
Calendar and hence Chinese New Year will 
be celebrated on 18th February  (Kung Hei Fat 
Choy).  Spare a thought and prayer for our 
nation and people coping with the aftermath 
of recent fires in Victoria, Queensland & Tas-
mania; dealing with water crisis and imposed 
restrictions in regions; coping with inclement 
weather changes – our family and friends 
north of the equator in USA & Canada.   And 
so we soldier on !. 

 
“Courage is rightly  

esteemed the first of human  
qualities  because it is the quality 

which guarantees all others”-  
Sir Winston Churchill. 

 

Our community mourns the recent loss of 
several members (refer to Obituaries). Not-
ing the sudden passing of Eurico Viana, father 
of Committee Member, Lizette Akouri, we 
extend to all the spouses and families our 
heartfelt sympathy and offer our spiritual sup-
port through this difficult time. 

 I wish to advise that there has been a recent 
change on the Committee.  Mariazinha Cal-
laghan has stepped down as Treasurer, hand-
ing over the reins to Henrique (Quito) Bar-
ros.  Mariazinha will fulfil her term as a Com-
mittee member. The change was agreed to, 
endorsed and carried at the Committee 
Meeting held on Saturday 20th January.  I 
know that you will join me in thanking Mari-
azinha for being our Treasurer over two 
terms and to welcome Quito in his new role. 

Pictured above are from Left to Right 
Patrick de Souza, Vasco Rodrigues & Carlos 

Rozario-Certificate Presentation 

 
Casa’s NSW Christmas Dinner held on 3rd 
December at Marigold Restaurant in the City 
was well attended by 220 members and sev-
eral guests.  Portuguese Consul-General of 
Sydney, Dr. J. Perestrello was an apology as 
he was overseas at the time. VIP, Helen 
Wong, General Manager from Macau Tourist 
Government Office in Sydney, generously 
supported our event with door prizes and 
giveaways for our members.  This event was a 
launch pad for ‘Casa DownUnder’, website 
song made possible by two of our younger 
members Patrick de Sousa and Carlos Ro-
zario (Rossou).  ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ 
to Patrick and Carlos was presented by 
Casa’s Inaugural President & Life Member, 
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Vasco Rodrigues. To listen to ‘Casa DownUnder’ tune in by 
visiting www.casademacau.org.au  Both Patrick and Carlos 
have further obliged us by promising to do live gigs at future 
Casa socials, following numerous requests from members.  
Next on the cards – cutting a new album…we can’t wait ! 
National Casa Christmas functions are covered in this issue 
provided by Interstate Representatives. 

 
NSW members will find accompanied with this newsletter a 
proposed 2007 social calendar flyer prepared by Committee 
Member Lizette Akouri (who is also our Social Co-ordinator) 
and endorsed by the Committee. Your prompt response and 
expressions of interest would be appreciated. Could I encour-
age you to assist and participate in these events.  Interstate 
Representatives have been asked to ascertain from interstate 
members their level of interest and support to allow for addi-
tional gatherings throughout the year, similar if appropriate to 
NSW social initiatives.    

 
Keen members have asked about the dates for this year’s En-
contro 2007.   As mentioned in the last newsletter, interested 
participants should reserve the last week of November and 
first week in December.  This may help in some way for leave 
applications whilst awaiting information and confirmation on 
the finer programme details. I can report though that our 
Casa has spearheaded a collaborative joint Encontro sugges-
tion proposal from all the Casas for the Organisers (CCM) in 
Macau. Feedback from the other 11 Casas will come back to 
our Casa and I will be working with Maria Roliz, President of 
Lusitano USA, in the compilation of a final proposal from the 
12 Casas by end of January.  As time did not permit for wider 
consultation within our own Casa, national input was provided 
by Interstate Representatives including Committee members’ 
consultative network over a wide range of age groups; includ-
ing previous participants views.  On 4th November all Casas 
received an email from CCM indicating their suggestion to 
conduct a beauty pageant and choir competition.  Due to dif-
ferent demographics of each Casa, these may not be practical 
or feasible ideas.  Casa Members will be kept informed as and 
when information comes to hand. 

 
In regard to other sister associations, our congratulations and 
welcome to the new term Presidents and Board/Committee 
members: 

Raquel Remedios (UMA) USA 

Henrique Manhao (Casa de Macau USA) 

Pedro Almeida (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) 
Best wishes to the former Presidents, Alex Xavier (UMA), 
Arthur Britto (Casa de Macau USA) and Francisco Xavier 
Rodrigues (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil). 

Updates on Casas are contained in this issue. 

 
The Macanese community from Australia and abroad success-
fully raised approximately $10,000.00 for the ‘Gift of Water’ 
Christmas Appeal.  Thank you to all members for supporting 
this worthy cause with potential to assist future appeals.  

Please read the update report provided by organisers Vivienne 
& Frank Correa and Luke Gosling OAM Country Director 
(Life, Love & Health, Timor-Leste; Australian Charity Part-
nered with AFAP) within this newsletter.  

  
Moving onto a musical note. our Casa received a request from 
Mr Ian Hamilton, Honorary Secretary of the SBS Radio & 
Television Youth Orchestra, for assistance with a scheduled 
reciprocal visit by the Macau Symphony Youth Orchestra to 
Sydney from 9th to 13th August. The visit will also include a 
special Concert on Saturday 11th August at the Conservato-
rium of Music.  I refer members to Ian’s writeup within this 
newsletter for a positive response. 

 

Ending with the following quotes: 

 
“Good parents give their children Roots and Wings. Roots to know 
where home is. Wings to fly away and exercise what’s been taught 
them” Jonas Salk 

 

“The future starts today, not tomorrow”– Pope John Paul II 
 

Kind regards, 

 

Yvonne Herrero 
 

The Gift of Water –  
Laura Vicuna Orphanage,  

Timor-Leste 
 

East Timor, a predominantly 
Catholic country de-
stroyed by years of 
violence and insta-
bility, is bravely 
struggling to 
emerge as a vi-
brant nation with 
its rich culture and 
colonial history. 

 
The Gift of Water 
Christmas Appeal 
launched in No-
vember  2006 to 
provide water to an 
orphanage at Laga 
has reached its target 
and the project is 
shortly to commence under 
the management of a team of engineers. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The encouraging 
news is that through 
the collective gener-
osity of several indi-
viduals, and especially 
Casa de Macau and 
their members, both 
in Australia and over-
seas, just under 
$18,000 has been 
raised. 

 
This project brings 
sustainable develop-
ment to an entire 
community at Laga.  
Spring water will be 
piped not only to the 
orphanage but to 20 
families in the hillside area thereby benefiting over 500 peo-
ple, making a significant difference to their daily lives. 

 
Luke Gosling OAM, Country Director of Life, Love and 
Health, was recently in East Timor visiting the orphanage 
and reported that ‘the girls have been living under terrible 
conditions for the past five years without adequate water 

supplies and it was wonderful to see the disbelief and joy on 
their faces when told that fresh water would be available 
upon completion of the project.’  He added that ‘the cur-
rent drought has made the situation desperate. The Sisters 
have had to resort to paying for a tanker to bring water 
weekly and during my visit a temporary pump for the water 
tanker was installed to provide some relief until the project 
is completed.’ 

 
Our involvement to assist the East Timorese in their quest 
for democracy and survival  has challenged us to action.  It 
has provided an opportunity for us to contribute both as 
individuals and as a community for  “we make a living by 
what we get, we make a life by what we give - something 
beyond self interest shapes our lives and guides our ac-
tions.” 

 
Sincere thanks are extended to the Case de Macau Commit-
tees in Australia, Canada and the United States, and to their 
members, for their compassionate interest and financial con-
tribution which has enabled ‘the gift of water’ to be a reality 
at Laga. 

 

(Continued from page 2) We hope to identify 
ONE project per an-
num to support and 
invite our members to 
continue their com-
mitment to this im-
poverished country, 
enabling us to tangibly 
assist those who en-
dure daily suffering 
and hardship. Our 
compadres, the East 
Timorese, people of a 
former Portuguese 
colony like Macau, are 
very much part of our 
shared humanity. 

 

 
Please contact Vivienne 

and Frank Correa at email vivfrank@bigpond.net.au or 
luke@lifelovehealth.com for further information or if you would 
like to assist in any capacity. 
 

 

. 

 

Thank you Vivi and Frank for the excellent and inspirational 
article. Reading about the problems the orphanage was facing 
to get clean drinking water, I was reminded of the days in 
Hong Kong in the sixties when the residents there had to go 
through water restrictions. Does anyone remember those 
days? I remember that in one really bad year we had to en-
dure four hours water supply every fourth day and I’ll never 
forget rushing down the elevators from the 25th floor with 
two empty buckets and queuing up to fill them. In the mean-
time, every tap in the apartment was turned on and water 
would trickle agonisingly slowly to fill every available con-
tainer at home. So we should appreciate and sympathise with 
what it’s like to be short of clean drinking water. 

 
We have permission from Fernanda de Carvalho of NSW to 
share an extract of her letter dated 15th November, 2006, 
that exemplifies the general feeling of most of our readers. 

 
“ I have just received a newsletter from Casa de Macau and 
was very pleased to read about your promotion of a proposal 
to provide a source of clean water to the Laura Vicuna    
Orphanage. Like you, I have always felt a kind of responsibility 
to help East Timor and have supported a literacy programme 
in Tetum for a few years…I enclose the donation form sent 
to me…” 

Editor 

 

 

We make a living by what we get,  

we make a life by what we give.…. 
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We want to introduce a new column to this newsletter. Like 
our President Yvonne said in her November, 2006 report - 
this is your newsletter, the readers’ of Casa Downunder. We 
are looking for contributors of articles of a personal nature 
such as stories as to why you came to Australia, your strug-
gles or perhaps your good fortune after arrival, a favourite 
recipe you might like to share. 

 
The only caveat is that you keep your stories to about 700 
words or less. We will accept photos for publication with the 
article. These photos may be sent to me via the Casa’s Post 
Box marked for my attention or sent to me electronically at 
the following e-mail address  
macaense38@yahoo.com.au. Photos will be returned pro-
vided you supply a return address.  

 
We also need a name for the new segment. So get your crea-
tive juices flowing and let me have your ideas. How about 
“Reminiscing Corner”. Any takers? 

Editor 

 

 

 

The Macanese 

 

What Future? 
By John Estorninho 

 
I am a Macanese. My grandfather from my father’s side came 
to Macau from Portugal as a soldier, and married a Macanese 
woman, and my grandparents from my mother’s side were 
Macanese going back to the 17th Century, from the families of 
Da Luz and Machado Mendonca. I came to Australia when I 
was just eighteen years old, and later married an Italian 
woman and have two sons. For many years I have sort of ne-
glected my Macanese heritage. But just lately I have been 
thinking quite a bit about it, and have been asking myself ‘what 
is a Macanese?’ I am not Portuguese, nor am I Chinese. So 
what am I?  I am a Creole, of  Portuguese descent resulting  
from inter-marriages between Portuguese men and Goanese, 
Malay and Chinese women. 
Since time immemorial, the Macanese have always migrated to 
greener pastures, seeking either employment or an opportu-
nity to improve himself. Many Macanese, in the last hundred 
years, have migrated to Canton, Shanghai, Hong Kong and all 
over the world. In the post WWII years, the main destinations 
have been Portugal, Brasil, the USA, Canada and Australia. 

 
Somehow, the Macanese, and its culture, have retained con-
tact with Macau. The Macanese never lost their identity and 
always knew who they were. But we now live in much bigger 
cities so the tyranny of distance makes it difficult to keep in 
touch with each other in the cities where we live as well as 
our mother city of Macau. There is a danger that the Maca-
nese descendants will lose touch with Macau and its unique 
culture. Because of the fragmentation of the Macanese society, 
many Macanese are marrying into other cultures, or adopting 
and assimilating into the cultures of the countries they live in. 
Just pause for a minute and look around your family and other 
Macanese families. Your children are assimilating into the 
countries they live in, and marrying people of different cul-
tures. It is happening in all the countries where the Macanese 
have migrated. This factor, by itself, is not that bad, because 
the Macanese have a history of mixing with other nationalities, 
previously being mainly Portuguese and Chinese, but are now 
expanding the mixture to many other cultures. 

 
My father said to me, some years before he passed away, that 
the Macanese were doomed to extinction, because the chil-
dren of the Macanese were adopting other cultures and are in 
danger of losing their link to Macau and the Macanese culture. 

 
I feel that a Macanese is quite unique, and that the Macanese 
should make an effort to maintain contacts between them-
selves and with Macau. If this is not maintained, possibly our 
children, and most certainly our grandchildren will lose their 
cultural contact with Macau, lose their identity of being a de-
scendant of a Macanese, and the Macanese, as a distinct entity 
will disappear forever into oblivion. Our descendants will be-
come  Australians, or Americans, Canadians, Portuguese or 
Brasilians. And that can happen within twenty to fifty years. 
When you think about it, it is a pity to see the Macanese dis-
appear into oblivion within the next twenty years or so, isn’t 
it? 

 
It is up to our generation to take measures to ensure and en-
courage our future generations to preserve their cultural heri-
tage, and to be proud to be the descendant of a Macanese, to 
retain links with Macau for many generations to come. One 
obvious facilitator to maintain this link to Macau is Casa de 
Macau. But look at it, how many of our children are members 
of the Casa de Macau, or more importantly how many are 
actively involved in its management? On the other hand, what 
programmes are there to encourage our children and grand-
children to actively participate in the activities of Casa de 
Macau and maintain links with Macau? What are we doing 
ourselves to encourage our children’s participation? If nothing 
is done, very soon it will all be lost forever. 

 
I feel it’s up to all of us to start doing something about it, and 
to start now! Perhaps Casa de Macau could start something 
on the Internet so we could ‘talk’ to each other, and ideas 
could be thrown in as to what can we do, not just in Australia, 
but throughout all the Casas de Macau in the world. The cru-
cial factor is in our children; it doesn’t matter about our gen-
eration, we are already entrenched Macanese. We have to 
convince s our children that to uphold the Macanese tradition. 

New Segment  

For the Newsletter 
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Chinese Lunar Calendar 
Year 2007 translates to the Chinese year  

4704-4705 Year of the Pig 

 

Year of the Pig follows the Year of the Dog recurring 
every 12 year in the cycle  

(1911,1923,1935,1947,1959,1971,1983,1995,2007, 
2019) 

 

Characteristics: 
 

Hardworking, Willing, Giving, Helpful, Obstinate, Gullible, 
Materialistic, Oblivious. Fun personality, enjoys life, 

blessed with patience and understanding. Honest and 
thoughtful.  

Compassionate souls wanting to keep the peace. 
 

Happy Chinese New Year 
18th February,  2007. 

 
 
 

Eurico Gregorio da Luz Viana, passed away on 19th 
December 2006. Loved husband of Ermelinda, and fa-
ther to Lizette, Nino & Eric and grandfather to Philip, Re-
becca, James & Daniel. 
 

dos Remedios, Angelina (Ange) passed away on Saturday 9thDe-
cember  in Richmond, British Columbia, Canada. She would have 
turned 92 on 14th December .  Although she never married, she 
cared for her nieces and nephews and their children as if they were 
her children.  Survivors include Filomena (Fil dos Remedios) and 
Gerry de Pinna, Therese (Guterres) and Alvaro Alonco. Francisco 
(Frisco) and Bonnie dos Remedios and Eduardo (Edo) and Marlies 
dos Remedios and twelve grand nieces and nehpews and their 
spouses.  There are also eleven great grand nieces and nephews.  All 
will miss her.    
 
Gussie (Midnight) Rozario passed away in  Vancouver on 
17th January 2007.  

 
DEMEE, Bernard Charles.  
3rd January, 2007 
 
Aged 80 years, formerly of Chatswood. 

Beloved husband of Margaret. 
 
Loved brother of Alfred (deceased), Alphonse, Pierre,  
Lionel (deceased) and Nanette. Loved by his nieces and  
nephews. 
 
“When family chains are broken nothing is the same. 
But as God takes us one by one He links the chains again.” 

 

Biatriz (Betty) Franco 06/09/23  -  11/11/06. 

Wife of Frederico (Oco) D. Franco (Dec’d)  

Father  -  Joaquim N. Bernardo 

Mother  -  Francisca E. Osmund Bernardo 

Children  -  Yvonne, Michael, Bernard and Marie. 

 

Daniel M. Gutierrez  06/01/48  -  19/12/06 

Husband to Bernadette 

Father to Gina, Ismalia and Andrew. 

Brother of Marcus, Edwardo, Arnaldo, Marie and Carminda. 

Passed away peacefully in San Francisco. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Casa de Macau Bursary 

 
Congratulations to all the 2006 bursary re-
cipients. 
 We will be profiling them in our next news-
letter. 
. 

If you would like more information or wish 
to apply for a bursary for 2007,  please con-
tact Mary Rigby 

Email: rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au 

Phone/Fax: 0247333862 

 

 

Applications close 1st April 2007 
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Macau no sure bet for Packer 
 

Glenda Korporaal  
Mon 13 Nov 2006  

 
Australia's richest man faces tough competition from the big 
boys at China's high-roller table, writes Glenda Korporaal  
 
JAMES Packer was typically tight-lipped about his plans for the 
Macau casino business when he attended Friday's ``topping 
out'' ceremony for the $300 million Crown Macau -- his first 
Asian casino venture.  
 
Decked out with the inevitable yellow orchid corsage which 
typically marks dignitaries at Asian events, a slightly embar-
rassed-looking Packer was photographed with his diminutive 
partner, Lawrence Ho, and pretty Chinese girls on either side.  
 
Packer is a latecomer to the former Portuguese enclave which 
opened its casino market to outsiders in 2002, aiming to be 
the Las Vegas of Asia.  
 
Other operators such as American convention king turned 
casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, Las Vegas casino legend 
Steve Wynn and the Hong Kong-based Galaxy group already 
have casinos up and running in the city.  
 
The legendary Stanley Ho, who dominated the Macau gam-
bling industry for 40 years, has his boutique casino, Babylon, 
which is ready to open before the end of the year, and his 47-
storey, 650-room Grand Lisboa, which is slated to open dur-
ing Chinese New Year in early 2007. Packer has substantially 
stepped up his commitment to Macau since Publishing and 
Broadcasting Limited's first announcement about buying into 
the Crown Macau venture two years ago.  
 
But he is coming into a seriously competitive market with 
more than $25 billion of new casino and hotel complexes ei-
ther under way or slated to be built over the next few years.  
 
Stanley Ho has already complained of ``cut-throat competi-
tion'' as the aggressive new operators move into his territory 
with their more upmarket, Western-style casinos and hotels.  
 
There were grand words on Friday from Crown Macau ex-
ecutives about the complex ``resetting the benchmark for 
service standards in Macau'' and promising that it would 
``become one of the leading hotel casinos in Macau, catering 
to high-end patrons''. But exactly how the two Packer ho-
tel/casinos -- the 36-storey Crown Macau and the much lar-
ger, four-hotel, $1.5 billion City of Dreams complex -- will 
differentiate themselves in the fierce battle for the Asian gam-
bling dollar is yet to be spelled out.  

 
Crown Macau, which calls itself a ``six-star'' hotel, will pitch to 
the VIP market with 216 deluxe rooms, including 24 VIP suites 
and eight ``presidential villas'' with 220 gambling tables and 
500 poker machines.  
 
Run by former Crown Melbourne executive Greg Hawkins, 
who moved to Macau in January, it is now undergoing a mas-
sive recruitment drive to hire 3800 staff before its opening in 
mid-2007. Most will come from Macau itself.  
 
Serious work on the $1.5 billion City of Dreams complex, 
which is aimed at the mass-market gambler, is set to begin 
soon with the appointment of the Leighton group to oversee 
construction.  
 
The ``underwater themed'' casino is set to open at the end of 
2008 -- considered a tight timetable given the limited work 
done so far on the site.  
 
Meanwhile, plans for a listing of the Macau casino operations 
on the Nasdaq in the US are proceeding full steam ahead, with 
plans to raise at least $US1 billion ($1.3 billion).  
 
It is several months behind schedule as a result of an initial 
objection by the Hong Kong Stock Exchange, where Ho's 
company, Melco, is listed. The only question seems to be 
whether the listing will get under way this year or whether it 
will have to wait until early in 2007.  
 
Flush with cash from the recent $5.5 billion recapitalisation of 
his Australian media assets, Packer is in a much better financial 
position to finance his ambitious casino plans in Macau and 
other parts of the globe.  
 
But his partner Lawrence Ho, despite being the son of Stanley 
Ho, still needs to stump up his share of the cash for their joint 
ventures.  
 
After finally gaining a full Macau casino licence in September at 
a cost of $1.2 billion, James Packer's Publishing and Broadcast-
ing is set to ride the boom in the tiny city of only 500,000 
people.  
 
With the opening of two new upmarket casino complexes -- 
the Wynn Macau and Star World -- Macau has just surpassed 
Las Vegas in terms of gambling turnover.  
 
In the first eight months of the year, Macau's gaming revenues 
totalled $US4.25 billion -- just behind the $US4.39 billion gen-
erated from the Las Vegas strip.  
 
But the opening of the 212-table Wynn Macau in mid-
September helped boost turnover in the month to $US576 
million -- allowing the Las Vegas-based consultancy Globalysis 
to predict that this was the month Macau finally overtook Las 
Vegas.  
 
Since then, Galaxy has opened its five star, 500-room Star 
World with 290 tables and 300 poker machines.  
 

(Continued on page 7) 

News from 
Macau 
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And Macau's turnover has been achieved with far fewer gam-
bling tables than in Las Vegas -- and thousands more set to 
roll out in the new casinos under construction.  
 
The number of vistors to Macau is expected to reach 20 mil-
lion this year -- compared with last year's 18 million -- with 
more set to arrive as thousands of upmarket hotel rooms 
open.  
 
Macau, which will shortly resound to the sounds of high-
performance engines from its annual Grand Prix, has become 
a vast construction site.  
 
There are two major precincts: downtown Macau peninsula, 
the site of Macau's famous Lisboa casino, and Cotai -- the strip 
of reclaimed land between two islands (Coloane and Taipa) -- 
where Packer's City of Dreams is sited.  
 
Packer's largest single competitor will be his next-door 
neighbour on Cotai -- the 73-year-old Sheldon Adelson, one 
of America's richest men.  
 
A convention king-turned Las Vegas casino operator, Adelson 
is already making money hand over fist with his first casino in 
Macau, the Sands, which opened in 2004.  
 
The Macau Sands, which boasts that it is the largest casino in 
the world in terms of number of tables, paid for itself nine 
months after opening and has already pulled in a staggering $1 
billion in earnings before interest and tax in just over two 
years.  
 
The Las Vegas-based company recently reported that earnings 
from the Macau Sands jumped from $US217 million in the 
nine months to September 2005 to $US296 million in the first 
six months of this year.  
 
The cash pouring out of the Sands is helping to fund Adelson's 
grand plans to dominate both sides of the Cotai strip, with a 
total investment of more than $10 billion.  
 
Work is powering ahead on Adelson's massive $2.5 billion 
Venetian project. The 39-storey Venice-themed hotel, casino, 
retail and convention centre project is set to open in mid-
2007.  
 
When finished, it will be the world's biggest casino with more 
than 700 gambling tables and 6000 poker machines.  
 
Adelson is already starting work on four new sites over the 
road, adjacent to the City of Dreams lot, which will house a 
string of luxury hotels including Hilton, Shangri-La, Sheraton, 
Fairmont, and Raffles and their casinos.  
 
In all, the Adelson projects will house luxury shops equivalent 
to three Westfield shopping malls.  
 
The Sands-Venetian group has already signed up more than 
400 retailers to take space in its Grand Canal Shoppes and the 
even more upmarket mall in the Four Seasons hotel next 

door, taking up more than 80,000sqm of retail space.  
 
And with more than 25 trade shows already signed up for his 
110,000sqm convention centre as well as a long-term contract 
with the Cirque du Soleil acrobat group, Adelson already has a 
serious first-mover advantage on the Cotai strip.  
 
Meanwhile, work on both the Crown Macau and the City of 
Dreams has been delayed.  
 
The casino operations of the Crown Macau were originally 
slated to have opened already, while not much has happened 
on the City of Dreams site.  
 
Expensive early promises of the world's first underwater ca-
sino at the City of Dreams -- which can still be seen in its ad-
vertising at the Macau ferry terminal -- have been replaced 
with talk of an ``underwater themed'' project.  
 
Some speculate that the delays have been due to a redesign of 
both projects since Packer became more seriously involved.  
 
Others speculate that the City of Dreams project may have 
been held up while the PBL-Melco partnership sought to raise 
the financing.  
 
The prospect of buying a casino licence outright from Steve 
Wynn in February (as opposed to paying a fee to operate un-
der Stanley Ho's licence) may have been an attractive one, but 
it meant the two unexpectedly had to come up with an addi-
tional $1.2 billion this year.  
 
Australian Stephen Weaver, who heads the Asian operations 
for the Las Vegas Sands group, says he is keen to see his next-
door neighbour develop the City of Dreams project.  
 
Weaver describes the Venetian and its associated hotel, ca-
sino, shopping and convention centre plans as a ``category 
killer'' in Macau.  
 
``The Sands Corporation is going to be the biggest single busi-
ness in Macau and the biggest single employer,'' he says.  
 
But he says the Sands-Venetian group is keen to see the whole 
Cotai strip developed to a high standard, so it becomes the 
gaming, shopping and convention centre for Asia.  
 
Weaver believes there will be plenty of business in Macau for 
all the operators currently setting up shop there.  
 
``The more the merrier,'' he says.  
 
``I have every reason to expect they will succeed if they build 
the right project,'' he says of the Packer-Melco partnership.  
 
Last month, Pansy Ho said the competing operators in Macau 
needed to take a closer look at the markets they sought to 
attract in mainland China, and consider how to differentiate 
themselves.  
 
Melco chief Lawrence Ho has cited the City of Dreams' loca-

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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tion as one of its attractions -- over the road from the Ve-
netian and next door to Steve Wynn's proposed second site.  
 
Macau's annual visitor figures are expected to rise to 20 mil-
lion this year and reach 30 million after the opening of all the 
main projects on the Cotai strip by the end of 2009.  
 
``Analysts are confident that the Las Vegas experience -- sup-
ply creates its own demand -- will be repeated in Macau,'' says 
Kareen Jalal, the editor of Inside Asian Gaming.  
 
But while the total gaming and tourism market in Macau is 
growing rapidly, it will take more than mere location if 
Packer's PBL and his Hong Kong partner are to get a healthy 
share of the market.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The South China Morning Post, Hong Kong 

Saturday, November 18, 2006 

 

Star Ferry switch may mean end of the 
road for rickshaw owners  

  

 

CELINE SUN and NORMA CONNOLLY 

   

   The owners of Hong Kong's last four working rickshaws say 
the relocation of the Star Ferry pier could spell the end of 
their business, which has fallen dramatically since Sunday's 
move.  
The rickshaws lined up yesterday outside the new Star Ferry 
pier in Central but, instead of vying for paying passengers, 
were looking for new owners. The red carriages with their 
green canopies stood near the newly opened pier carrying 
signs reading "Good rickshaw for sale" and "For rent".  

 
Only four rickshaws are licensed to carry passengers in Hong 
Kong, and the government stopped issuing new licences in 
1975. The HK$50 licences must be renewed annually.  

 
One rickshaw owner, who gave his name only as Mr Chan, 
complained that there were fewer customers at the new pier 
than the old one at Edinburgh Place.  

 
"We used to be able to earn about HK$100 on average a day, 
but now a whole-day wait can only bring HK$20 or HK$30," 
said Mr Chan, 79, who has been in the business for more than 
20 years and hopes to sell his vehicles for HK$10,000. He 

charges HK$10-HK$20 for photographs and HK$50-HK$200 
for rides.  

 
Each licence stipulates a set route, from the old Star Ferry 
pier in Edinburgh Place to Statue Square, and until the owners 
apply for amended licences they are not allowed to pick up 
passengers at the new pier. By yesterday, the Transport De-
partment had received no applications for a route amend-
ment.  

 
Rickshaw driver, Hung Chiu-ping, said: "In the past, travellers 
taking our rickshaws could have a tour around City Hall, the 
Legco Building, Statue Square, but now, at this pier, there's 
nothing to look at but buses and taxis."  

 
Star Ferry general manager Johnny Leung Tak-hing said until 
the rickshaws were licensed to operate from the new loca-
tion, they would not be allowed to use the new pier.  
 

"Transport Department officials have asked us if we will give 
permits to the rickshaw owners to place the rickshaws there. 
We have certain requirements they have to follow.  

 
"For example, they cannot cause any nuisance to any passen-
gers or disrupt our operations," Mr Leung said.  

 
A Transport Department spokeswoman said it was outside 
her department's scope of influence if the rickshaws were 
parked on a pavement or used by tourists as photo opportu-
nities, rather than for carrying passengers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vivi and Frank Correa wish to announce the birth of their first 
grand-child, Leonardo Edward Kelly Correa, son of Meg and 
Peter, on 14th October, 2006 in Currumbin, Queensland. 

 

 

 
The Victorian members of Casa de Macau held their Christ-
mas party on Saturday 2nd December 2006 at the Jade Kew 
Chinese Restaurant in Kew, Victoria.   

(Continued on page 9) 

News from 
Hong Kong 

News from 
Australia 
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A delicious Chinese banquet was enjoyed by 63 members and 
their guests.  Santa Claus also dropped in to give presents to 
the children and young Casa members, as all members greeted 
his entrance with an enthusiastic performance of Jingle Bells. 

 

 

On Saturday, 25th November, 2006, twenty of our members 
plus three young children met at the Hyatt Riverside Restau-
rant for our delicious Christmas lunch. As it was a smorgas-

bord it allowed everyone to mix and talk to each other as we 
went back and forth for more food. During the course of the 
meal, two of our young guests drew the six door prizes which 
they enjoyed immensely. The number of members attending 
were down this year as our lunch coincided with Michael 
O’Brien having a special birthday on the same day. Congratu-
lations Michael. 

The SA members take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
safe and healthy 2007. 

 

 

 
Casa de Macau, Sydney, held their Christmas function on the 
3rd December at the Marigold Restaurant in Chinatown. It 
was attended by 230 members and their guests. 

During the eve-
ning our Presi-
dent, Yvonne 
Herrero, pre-
sented Therese 
Alonco with a gift 
in recognition of 
her dedication 
and hard work as 
Secretary and 
Vice President 
over many years. 

 
Santa was able to 
interrupt his busy 
schedule to turn 
up and present 
our little ones 
with gifts. 

 
Patrick Condon, who had lost contact with many of his Maca-
nese friends and co-workers, was also at the function and we 
noticed he could not stop smiling as he renewed friendships. 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Helen Wong, our special guest from the Macau Government 
Travel Association, presented gifts to the lucky draw prize- 
winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It was a very successful evening and it was good to see every-
one enjoying themselves. The food was terrific and it was 
good to catch up with friends and familiar faces.   

 

 

 
The Hobart 
members 
of Casa de 
Macau en-
joyed a 
Christmas 
lunch at the 
Hog’s 
Breath Café  
on  9th 
December. 

     The most beautiful  three    
     year old  was the 
         special guest at 
          lunch and kept 
         everyone  
                     entertained. 
          Our thanks go 
         to the Casa de 
       Macau Commit- 
     tee for making  
     this annual event  
          possible.    

 
    
  

 

Widely spoken but 'minor'?  

Portuguese seeks respect 

 

By Larry Rohter The New York Times 
 
SÃO PAOLO More people speak Portuguese as their native 
language than speak French, German, Italian or Japanese. So it 
can rankle members of that community of 230 million people 
to find that when they travel elsewhere that the rest of the 
world often views their mother tongue as a "minor" 
language whose leading novelists, poets and songwriters also 
tend to be overlooked. 

 
But now an effort is being made here in the largest Portu-
guese-speaking city in the world's largest Portuguese- speaking 
country to remedy that situation. A "Museum of the Portu-
guese Language," complete with the latest in multimedia dis-
plays and interactive technology, recently opened here and is 
dedicated to the proposition that Portuguese speakers and 
their language can benefit from a bit of self-affirmation and 
self-advertisement. 

 
"We hope this museum is the first step to showing ourselves, 
our culture and its importance to the world," said Antonio 
Carlos Sartini, the director of the museum, said to be the only 
in the world devoted specifically to a language. "A strategy to 
promote the Portuguese language has always been lacking, but 
from now on, maybe things can take another path." 

 
Inaugurated in March, the museum has become the most 
widely visited in Brazil, drawing schoolchildren and scholars as 
well as tourists from Brazil and African countries like Angola 
and Mozambique. But in the interests of linguistic harmony 
and unity, it sidesteps one basic issue: whether dominion over 
the language ultimately rests with the country where it was 
born or the rambunctious, overgrown former colony where it 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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is most widely spoken. 

 
George Bernard Shaw once described the United States and 
Britain as "two countries divided by a common language." 
Much the same could be said about Brazil and Portugal, even 
though any competition is bound to be uneven, since Brazil 
has more than 185 million people and Portugal has barely 11 
million. 

 
At issue is not just the contrast between the mellifluous, musi-
cal accent with which Brazilians speak the language - 
"Portuguese with sugar," in the words of the writer Eça de 
Queiroz - and the clipped, almost guttural sound the language 
retains in Portugal. There are also some differences in usages 
so marked that they have traditionally led to misunderstand-
ings and provided fodder for jokes. 

 
In Portugal, for example, one of the words used to describe a 
queue is to Brazilians a derogatory slang term for a homosex-
ual. Other differences can be more innocuous but no less baf-
fling: a word that Portuguese use for a man's suit of clothes, 
for example, means a fact or piece of information in Brazil. 

 
In addition, some purists in Portugal object to the slangy, col-
orfully casual version of the language that is spoken here and 
increasingly spread abroad through Brazilian telenovelas, or 
soap operas. They regard such informality as unworthy of the 
language of Camões, the 16th-century poet whose seafaring 
epic "Os Lusiadas" is often compared to Homer and Dante. 

 
In 1996, Brazil and Portugal joined with five African countries - 
Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and São 
Tomé and Principe - to found the Community of Portuguese- 
Speaking Countries. 

 
Portuguese was recently designated an official language of the 
Organization of African Unity as a result of the Community's 
efforts, but leaders think that more can be done and hope 
Brazil can lead the way. 

 
"One of our objectives is to disseminate Portuguese so that it 
has greater visibility in international organizations," José Tadeu 
Soares, deputy director general of the group, said by tele-
phone from its headquarters in Lisbon. 

 
"But aside from Brazil and Portugal, the other countries have 
only been independent for 25 or 30 years and don't have the 
resources to project themselves on the world stage the way 
Brazil can." 

 
Though the Community recently granted observer status to 
China, where the language still enjoys official status in Macao, 
Portuguese is fading there and in places like Goa, Damao and 

Diu in India, three other former colonial outposts. But when 
East Timor obtained its independence from Indonesia in 
2002 and joined the Community, that inspired an outpouring 
of sympathy, support, donations and volunteers here and in 
other Portuguese-speaking countries. 

 
"For the Timorese, Portuguese is a way of asserting their iden-
tity vis-à-vis Indonesia, and, for that matter, even Australia," 
Luiz Fernando Valente, director of the Department of Portu-
guese and Brazilian Studies at Brown University, said by tele-
phone from Providence, Rhode Island. 

 
But, he added, the aspiration of some Portuguese-speakers to 
see their language gain official status at the United Nations is 
probably beyond reach. "Portuguese is a global language, spo-
ken on every continent," he said, "but it is not an international 
language, used in diplomacy and business the way that French 
is, and I don't know if that problem is solvable." 

 
Sartini said that in hopes of disseminating Portuguese language 
and culture, the museum here plans to send roving exhibitions 
abroad, beginning next year. Ideally, he said, such displays 
would visit not only countries that recognize Portuguese as 
their official language but also those that have Portuguese-
speaking communities or minorities, among them the United 
States. 

 
In the United States, the largest and oldest such enclave is 
found in New England, in the area around Fall River and New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, and Providence. But Portuguese-
language communities also exist in California's Central Valley, 
around Fresno, for example, as well as in south Florida, where 
recent immigrants from Brazil have clustered around Fort 
Lauderdale, and the Ironbound district of Newark, New Jer-
sey. 

 
At a literary festival near here in August, though, the Anglo-
Pakistani writer Tariq Ali was quoted in the local press as say-
ing that only three languages are assured of surviving to the 
end of this century: English, Chinese and Spanish. Even José 
Saramago, the Portuguese novelist and Nobel laureate who 
lives mostly in Spain, has fretted publicly over the possibility of 
Portuguese being overwhelmed by English and Spanish "in an 
accelerated process of change." 

 
Because of similarities to their own language, Spanish-speakers 
have sometimes jokingly dismissed Portuguese as simply 
"Spanish, badly spoken." 
But because of Brazil's huge size and dynamic economy, cities 
like Buenos Aires and Santiago in neighboring countries are 
now awash in flyers and billboards of language schools that 
offer Portuguese courses. 

 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Following recent elections at various Casa de Macau 
scattered through the world, we are pleased to advise 
below the result of these elections. 

 

TORONTO 

 
On behalf of the Executive Committee of Casa de 
Macau no Canada, I am most pleased to announce that 
at the Annual General Meeting which was held in To-
ronto on Saturday, January 20th, the following have been 
returned to serve another term on the Committee 
(2007-2009):  
 
President:                 Monica Alves  
1st Vice President:        Gloria Soares Anok  
2nd Vice President:        Marie-Cecile Remedios  
Treasurer:                 Barbara Jude Baptista  
Secretary:                 Helena Barradas  
 
 
Helena Barradas  
Secretary  
Casa de Macau no Canada (Toronto)  

 

União Macaense Americana – UMA, Inc.  

Announces 2007-2008 Election Results 

State Board Officers 

President  -  Raquel Remedios 

Vice President  -  Maria Gomes 

Treasurer  -  Rita Ribeiro 

Secretary  -  Sandra Souza  

  

San Francisco Chapter 

President  -  Alex Xavier 

Vice President -  Rita Ribeiro 

Treasurer  -  Bernard Brown 

Secretary  -  Flavia Greubel 

Director  -  Maureen Xavier 

 

San Mateo Chapter 

President  -  Raquel Remedios 

Vice President  -  Manuel Pereira 

Treasurer  -  Francis Carion 

Secretary  -  Ramon Xavier 

Director  -  Marie Guterres 

Director  -  Sandra Souza 

 

Southern California Chapter 

President  -  Sally Carchidi 

Vice President  -  Gloria Sequeira 

Treasurer  -  Leda Pomeroy 

Secretary  -  Veronica Marin 

Director  -  Terrence Pomeroy 

 

Greater East Bay Chapter 

President  -  Maria Gomes 

Vice President  -  Joe Perpetuo 

Treasurer  -  Dan Gomes 

 Secretary  -  Kathy Orescan 

Director  -  Robert da Costa 

Director  -  Robert de Graça 

  

CASA DE MACAU (USA) INC.  

Biennial Election Results 

November 2006 to November 2008 

  

Presidente: Henrique Manhão Jr. 

Vice-Presidente: Albertino da Rosa 

Secretária: Rita Lopes 

Tesoureira: Alice Luz 

  
Directores: Irene Manhão, António Capitulé, Aida 
Capitulé, Rosita Lopes, Lourdes Xavier, José Xavier, Jés-
sica Xavier, Luiza da Roza 

 

Casa de Macau, Vancouver, Canada  

2006-2007 Election Results 

 

  

President                       António Amante 

1st Vice President          Mónica de Carvalho 

2nd Vice President          Edwina Shuster 

Secretary                       Cathy Fung 

Treasurer                        Charles Curry 

Parliamentarian               Aleixa Haslam 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Socials:                         Pat de Albuquerque 

                                     Rebecca Amante 

                                     Rowena Tan 

Seniors:                         Margie Rozário 

Phoning:                        Maria King 

Membership:                  Mónica de Carvalho 

 

Editor:                           Edwina Shuster 

Webmaster:                  Mike Guterres  

 

Casa de Macau, São Paulo, Brasil 
Elections for officers for the next two years took place 
February 5, 2006.  More than 270 persons attended, 240 
of whom were electors.  The following were elected: 

Júlio “Totó” Augusto Airosa Branco - Presidente 

Maria Edite Guerreiro Sales Ritchie - Vice Presidente  

Rogério dos Passos Dias da Luz  - Secretário Geral. 

António Vaz Placé - Director Financeiro 

Alice Noronha Airosa Álvaro - Directora Social 
Conselho Consultivo - Armando Jesus Sales Ritchie, 
Herculano Alexandre Airosa and João Bosco Quevedo 
da Silva.  
Conselho Fiscal - Aníbal Cardoso Joaquim, Maria Inês 
Anastácio da Luz e Roque Rui Rosa Branco. 

 

 
2006-2007 Lusitano Club of California - Board of 
Directors 

President:                     Maria Roliz 

Vice President:              Teresa Roliz 

Treasurer:                     Dorothy Oliveira 

Secretary:                     Nuno Prata da Cruz 
Directors:                     Michael Carion, Maria João da  
   Cruz, Ken Harper 
                                    Kirk Harper, Leo Xavier,  
   Melissa Xavier, Virginia 

                                    Yoshida 

 
Macau Cultural Association (Casa de Macau) of 
Western Canada 

2007-2008 

President:   Sergio Rui de Pina 

Vice President:  Luiz M. Souza, MBE AE 

Secretary: Josefina do Rosario 

Treasurer: Helena M. Xavier 

 

 

 

 

 

Race to the top in China 

Penrith Press 24/11/06 

 
It was like taking coals to Newcastle when the Austra-
lian dragon boat team impressed the locals on a recent 
trip to China. 

 
One of that team was Glenbrook’s Craig Bunfield, a 
relative newcomer to the sport. 

 
Bunfield, 44, a former Penrith rugby union player, 
switched over only recently and his rapid rise to success 
in dragon boat racing came as a surprise even to him. 
In the Asian Dragon Boat Championships, held in Macau, 
the Australians arrived unheralded. 

 
They went on to place in more than half their 11 events 
with Bunfield collecting five vronze medals from as many 
events, making it the best performance by an Aussie 
dragon boat team at an international overseas event. 
Bunfield won his medals in the open 250m, 500m, 
2000m, and mixed 250m and 500m. 

 
“The Chinese were particularly dismissive of our 
chances before the games started,” Bunfield said. 
“But we definitely gave them something to think about 
by the end of it all. 

“I surprised myself by winning five medals. 
“We had people in our team who have been dragon 
boat racing for over a decade and have not won a medal 
in an international event, so it has all come very fast.” 

 
Bunfield’s Penrith Pendragon teammates were Fiona 
Gray, Cassie Banks, Larry Purvis, Julie Willis and 
Amanda Egan. Next Year’s Australian Dragon Boat 
Championships will be held at Sydney’s International Re-
gatta Centre in April. 



President: 
Yvonne Herrero 

Vice President: 
Marcus Gutierrez 

Secretary: 
Mary Rigby 

Treasurer: 
Henrique (Quito) Barros 

Asst. Secretary: 
Antonieta Manolakis 

Committee Members: 
José Carlos da Silva 
Rogerio Fernandes 

Lizette Akouri 
Maria Callaghan 

Interstate Representatives: 
Aileen Guterres (SA) 

Natercia Xavier (QLD) 
Adrienne Carasallos (VIC) 

Margarida Grills (ACT) 
Daniel Badaraco (WA) 
Jorge Estorninho (TAS) 

Committee Members 
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"For 850 years, our neighbors next door 
have been saying that there is no future for 
Portuguese," Soares said, referring to Spain. 

 
"But here we are, still. The dynamic for the 
language may come from Brazil, but there is 
no doubt in my mind that Portuguese as a 
language will remain viable." 

 

New Members          
Queensland:Nelinda Barretto, Joaquin   
Barretto Carol-Ann Xavier, Miguel Xavier, 
James Viana, Daniel Viana, Alicia Brook,  
Ranodlph Warden 
NSW:   Jane Gavan Alfredo Dycueco and 
Angelina Dycueco Jennifer Cheong, Valerie 
Cheong, Patrick Cheong,   David Cheong, 
Doreen Condon, Karen Worsfold, Gavin 
Hambridge, Theresa Shea. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 

Casa de Macau Inc. 

P. O. Box A908 

Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia 

E-mail: info@casademacau.org.au 

Website: www.casademacau.org.au  

 For Sale 
CDs by 

Armando Santos 
“Lembranças de Macau” 

Armando, a native of Macau, started  

singing at a very young age and has  
performed at several Hotels in Singapore and Macau 

and on radio. 

On this CD he sings in Patuá some old Macanese  

favourites like ‘Mufino’, ’Chapa Cherâ Chipi  

Chuchu’, ‘Ai Qui Saião’ and many more. 
Casa de Macau has secured a limited number of these 

CDs which are for sale at $10 each plus  

$2 postage. 

All orders with payment can be sent to  

Casa de Macau Inc.  

PO Box A908 

 
��������	
��	

Don’t forget Social Event forms are to be completed 
and returned indicating your interest!  

 
Remember the Polo Shirts? They are still available for 
$15 each plus $2 postage. 

 

Casa de Macau badges - $5 each plus $2 postage. 
Save $2 by ordering a polo shirt and badge on the same 
order!!! 

We have just a handful of CDs 
produced by Casa de Macau in 
São Paulo. The ‘Coral da Casa de 
Macau de São Paulo’ is made up 
of a group of friends with a com-
mon passion for music.  

 
Amongst the songs is included an 
old favourite “Macau, Carpen-
ters’ Medley etc.” 
They sell for $10 each plus $2 
postage. Contact Mary Rigby for 
more details. 


