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 Dear Members, 

 
Casa de Macau’s 12th Annual General 
Meeting was held on Saturday 16th Sep-
tember 2006 at West Leagues Club, Ash-
field attended by a small number of inter-
ested members.  I refer to my report 
within this issue for all members’ infor-
mation. Nominations closed on 4th Au-
gust with the following results for the 
next term of office: 

President:                         Yvonne Herrero 
Vice President:                Marcus Gutierrez 
Secretary:                                 Mary Rigby 
Treasurer:                         Maria Callaghan 
Asst. Secretary:          Antonieta Manolakis 
Committee Members: 

José Carlos da Silva 
Henrique (Quito) Barros 

Rogerio Fernandes 
Lizette Akouri 

 
I wish to personally thank Therese 
Alonco, our former Vice President, for 
her time and commitment. Therese has 
decided to step down after many years of 
support.  She takes with her our sincere 
best wishes and gratitude for a job well 
done. Therese has been instrumental in 
maintaining Casa’s membership (past Sec-
retary role), co-ordination of Casa 
DownUnder newsletter, including the 
task of setting up ‘on-line’ members’ 
newsletter recipients.  Special thanks and 
welcome to Marcus Gutierrez in his new 
term as Vice President and for agreeing 
to continue the management of Casa 
newsletter.  Welcome also to Lizette as 
she joins the Committee after an absence 
of several years. Lizette will be oversee-
ing the social aspects of our Casa and we 
look forward to future reporting on posi-
tive outcomes.  Needless to say, a huge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Special Points of          
interest:- 
Page 3 - Launch of a new 
segment for the Newslet-
ter, a ‘Personal’ column 
giving readers a chance to 
share their life experi-
ences, travel and news. 

 
Page 6 - News from 
Macau. Read about 
Macau’s plan to build an 
elevated rail system and a 
massive Macau Gran Prix 
promotion in Beijing. 
There is also a list of up-
coming events for Novem-
ber and December there 
plus some interesting 

Weblinks 

 
Page 8 - News from Hong 
Kong featuring Club de 
Recreio Centenary cele-
bration plus weblink to 
their newsletter.  
Two newspaper articles 
regarding thenew Star 
Ferry Terminal and a 14 
hectare development in 
Kowloon. 

Above: Lunch Group following AGM 16th Sept with overseas  guest Sheila 
Ribeiro (seated) from UMA/Lusitano USA)    
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and sincere thanks to the standing Committee Members 
as they offer another year of their time and support.    

Our Interstate Representatives have all confirmed an-
other year of service as listed: 

ACT    Margarida Grills  

Tasmania  Jorge Estorninho  

   (& Casa Newsletter Editor) 

Queensland  Natercia Xavier   

Victoria   Adrienne Carassellos 

South Australia   Aileen Guterres  

Western Australia   Daniel Badaraco 

 
We cannot thank them enough for being part of the 
broader management network. Together we have a 
strong and dynamic team. 

During the period of June/July 2006, Casa was negotiat-

ing on a property at Stanmore. Excel-
lent location close to the station, mod-
estly sized for our use and within 
budget.  However, due to pre-existing 
terms of easement and other restric-
tions, the Committee decided not to 
proceed.  Very disappointing and so 
the search continues. 

In mid-August, all Casa Presidents 
were invited by Comissão Organi-
zadora dos Primeiros Jogos da  Luso-
fonia (COJOL) Macau 2006, Manuel 
Silverio, Chairman of  COJOL and 
Chui Sai On, Secretary for Social Af-
fairs and Culture of the Government of the Macau Spe-

cial Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of 
China, to attend the 1st Portuguese Games (7th to 15th 
October). The games slogan: ‘4 Continents, 1 Language, 
United by Sport’. 

Congratulations to Manuel Silverio on having been 
awarded the Sport Merit Collar of Honour by the Por-
tuguese Government at a reception hosted by the Con-
sul General of Portugal, Pedro Moitinho de Almeida on  
9th October, 2006. 

The 1st Portuguese Games was a great opportunity to 
catch up for all the Casa Presidents including spouses 
who attended.  The humid weather did not stop any 
enthusiasm to explore the new Macau.    Members can 
find out all about the games on www.macau2006.org 

The annual meeting of the General Assembly of the 
Conselho das Comunnidades Macaenses (CCM) was 
also called on very short notice, via email received on 
the 26thSeptember 2006 coinciding with the 1st Lusofonia 
Games and confirmation for the 13th October, 2006.  It 
was establsihed that the next Encontro is to be held end 
of November and beginning of December 2007.  Dates 
still to be confirmed. Associacao Promotora da  Instru-

cao dos Macaenses (APIM) will be or-
ganising the Encontro.   Suggestions 
from all Casas are to be forwarded to 
APIM before end of March 2007.  Fur-
ther, a proposal was carried, for the 
creation of an Institute of Investigation 
and Promotion of the Macanese Dia-
lect ‘Patua’ to be named Ade, in ac-
knowledgement, gratitude and tribute 
of the great work left by this re-
nowned  

(Continued on page 5) 

Photo: LtoR:Jose da Silva, Marcus Gutierrez, Cecilia Tse, An-
tonieta Manolakis, Yvonne Herrero, Peter Husband, Mary Rigby, 
Alice Coelho) 

(Photo: Casa Presidents with Manuel Silverio, Chair-
man COJOL) 

http://www.macau2006.org/�
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NSW Childrens’  
Christmas in July 

The sun was shining and Luna Park was smiling. 

It was a perfect 
day to celebrate 
Christmas in July. 
A total of 23 chil-
dren attended 
with their parents 
and some grand-
parents came 
along as well. 

 Starting at the      
Popcorn Hall, the 
children were 
served their party   
meals. This was 
followed by Santa Claus special visit to give each child an 
“unlimited ride” wrist band and lolly bags. Luna Park's 
Lunabob & Lunabelle popped in to say hello and posed 
for a photo before everyone moved onto all the rides.  

The day for our young members was fully subsidised by 
Casa de Macau. Thanks and appreciation to Committee 
members Jose da Silva and Antonieta Manolakis for or-
ganising this FUN event. 

 

 

Lusitano Club of California USA   
Trip to Portugal 

  
In October, three of our Casa members, Mariazinha & 
James Callaghan and Edwardo Gutierrez, and two mem-
bers from Canada joined the Lusitano group on a fantas-
tic tour of Portugal.   

  
At a Cha Gardo hosted by Casa de Macau Lisboa, Mari-
azinha accepted a presentation on behalf of our Casa 
from the Vice President. 

Some of the children with Santa, Lunabob and  

Lunabelle. 

New Segment  
For the Newsletter 

We want to introduce a new column to this newslet-
ter. Like our President Yvonne said in her report - this 
is your newsletter, the readers’ of Casa Downunder. 
We are looking for contributors of articles of a per-
sonal nature such as stories as to why you came to 
Australia, your struggles or perhaps your good fortune 
after arrival, a favourite recipe you might like to share. 

 
There is one caveat though, and that is that you keep 
your stories to about 700 words or less. We will ac-
cept photos for publication with the article. These pho-
tos may be sent to me via the Casa’s Post Box marked 
for my attention or sent to me electronically at the fol-
lowing address macaense38@yahoo.com.au. Photos 
will be returned provided you supply a return address.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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We also need a name for the new segment. So get your 
creative juices flowing and let me have your ideas. The 
Casa Committee doesn’t know this yet but the winner 
will receive a year’s subscription to this newsletter ☺ 
which is free with your membership. 

So, how about it?  

 
To get the ball rolling I wrote the following article ex-
plaining why I settled in Tasmania. 

Editor 

 

WHY TASMANIA? 
By Jorge Estorninho 

 
Why Tasmania - why indeed? Back in the fifth, sixth and 
seventh decades of last century most Filomacs were 
emigrating to countries like America, Canada, Brazil and 
Australia and were converging into the main population 
centres of these big countries. Those who came to Aus-
tralia settled mainly in Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne 
and, to a lesser extent, in Adelaide and Perth, except for 
me and my parents and brother. We came to little 
known Hobart, not so much by choice because so little 
was known of this city but, with the benefit of hindsight, 
I would say that it was God who had pre-determined it 
for me in particular, because I couldn’t have been hap-
pier right where I am. 

 
For me, personally, this 
adventure started in 
December 1956, when 
two of my inseparable 
friends in Macau de-
cided they would go to 
work in Hong Kong. 
When I found out, I 
was devastated and 
tried to follow suit, but 
my parents were ada-
mant that I should fin-
ish school. My mother 
wanted me to become 
a doctor and I feel that my father just wanted me to fin-
ish school. There was one problem with their aspiration, 
I had a real aversion to studying and I had a love of the 
fresh air. Football and hockey fields were places of real 
interest for me, but not even these could beat the smell 
of the muddy estuaries of Macau and the poor fishing it 
provided. I had a passion for fishing. Needless to say, 
these ’pastimes’ kept me away from books regularly and 
consequently, I  lagged behind in my studies. Never the 
less I was determined to follow my friends and, after a 
lot of pleading and cajoling, my parents finally relented 
and allowed me to make my application for a position at 

the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank. This was the begin-
ning of my life adventure and three important events 
happened since these decisions were taken that greatly 
influenced and changed my life. 

 
The first one happened when I went for the job inter-
view in mid-January 1957. The person conducting the 
interviews was very busy on that day and couldn’t spare 
the time to interview us individually (there were five of 
us) so he talked to us in the passage and basically just 
asked two questions (1) can you speak English and (2) 
can you type? I said yes to both but I wasn’t entirely 
truthful. I could speak English, but it was only very basic 
and I could type - with two fingers. I still managed to get 
the job and started in March of 1957. 

 
The second important event happened in 1960. I was 
then living with my sister, Diana, who now lives in Can-
ada. At a party she gave at her apartment,  a few of her 
English-speaking friends were invited . My English was 
still very basic so I was unable to maintain a meaningful 
and intelligent conversation and felt like a fish out of wa-
ter. After this happened I felt so embarrassed that I de-
cided it was up to me to change and I made a conscious 
effort to learn English. This decision turned out to be 
very helpful for me eight years later when I came to 
Hobart. 

 
 The third and final event happened in 1964. I was then 
working at the Peninsula Court Branch and, on a par-
ticularly slow day, the Branch was virtually empty, there 
were no cashiers around and there were only two cus-
tomers. They appeared to be looking for something or 
someone so I approached them, even though it was not 
my place to do so, and asked if I could perhaps help 
them. All they wanted was some Hong Kong coins for 
their daughter who collected them. After procuring the 
coins for them, I offered to give them some Macau coins 
if they would come back the following day. They turned 
out to be visitors from Hobart and we struck up a 
friendship and started to correspond with each other. 

 
During 1966/67, at the height of Mao’s Red Book Revo-
lution, which had spilled into Hong Kong, sparking dem-
onstrations and riots, I was asked to come to Australia 
and the Lewises offered to be my sponsors. After some 
deliberation, I accepted and arrived in Hobart on 13th 
March 1968. Since arriving in Hobart that day so long 
ago my life has once again changed quite dramatically for 
the better, but this is another story which I might share 
sometime in the future. I have no regrets in coming to 
Hobart and I view the decision in 1968 as the best I 
could have ever made! 
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(President’s report) 

Macanese.  Further information can be made available via 
Casa website information contact line. 

Macau Government Tourist Office of Sydney recently 
launched an expo in three capital cities during October; 
17th in Brisbane, 18th  in Melbourne and 20th in Sydney.  
With a delegation of senior executives from Macau 
Head Office; Cecilia Tse, Head of Promotions & Market-
ing; Alice Coelho, Head for Publicity and Production 
Division; Emilia Ritchie, Marketing Division; Grace Chen 
& Graca Pinheiro, Media Relations Officers. The presen-
tation was excellent and the events were a huge success. 
Thanks to MGTO Sydney Helen Wong, General Man-
ager, Adrienne Lee, Marketing Manager for inviting the 
Office Bearers of Casa and Interstate Representatives, 
Natercia Xavier and Adrienne Carassallos to participate 
in the events, including Jose da Silva filling in place of 
Mariazinha Callaghan and Peter Husband by special invi-
tation of MGTO Sydney office as a younger representa-
tive of our Casa. 

In August this year I accompanied my husband Manuel to 
San Francisco, USA, for the Ramos/Herrero family reun-
ion and to celebrate milestone birthdays for Carmen 
Herrero and Merce Westwood.  I was also able to catch 
up with my own dear family and friends. It was a won-
derful opportunity to spend cherished ‘quality time’ with 
our loved ones.  We have so many relatives and friends 
to thank, as they welcomed us in their homes and 
showed us a great time.   For me another highlight was 
meeting up with special friends, the Presidents of UMA 
(Alex Xavier), & ex UMA President Robbie Costa; Luis-

tano Club of California (Maria Roliz) & Casa de Macau 
USA (Arthur Britto) at a lovely dinner hosted by Alex 
and Maureen Xavier in their beautiful home.    

Reminders to members: 

NSW Christmas Social – 3rd December 2006 (refer 
to flyer within).  Unfortunately time did not al-
low for a separate Christmas family BBQ social, 
therefore contrary to previous communiqué, 
children will now be included in this dinner. 

Membership renewals are now due for 2007. 

Please ensure that payments are made before 
31st January 2007. No reminders will be issued.  
Late payments will incur new member rates. 
(See attached) 

Contribution for Casa Newsletter. 

If you have any news, articles, stories, recipes, 
travels etc. to share, then contact Casa either 
electronically (info@casademacau.org.au) or 
send to the post box address.  It is your news-
letter, so help us to make it even better.  Jorge 
Estorninho, our Editor, has done a terrific job in 
the layout, plus the colour photos (for those on 
line) have certainly added value to each issue. 

 
The Committee wishes all our members the 
very best for the forthcoming festive season.  
Have a safe and happy one !  May 2007 be a 
great year for all of us. 

 

“If you can imagine it, you can achieve it, 

If you can dream it, you can become it”. 
William Arthur Ward 

Kind Regards, 

(Continued from page 2) 

Above Left to Right: Arthur Britto, Yvonne Herrero, 
Maria Roliz,  Alex Xavier).    

Guess who? 

mailto:info@casademacau.org.au�
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Macau considers elevated train 
FOX YI HU in Macau 

SCMP 
The Macau government has dropped a controversial plan 
to build a subway, instead proposing an elevated rail sys-
tem to ease the city's worsening traffic congestion. 

 
A 22km line would run down the Macau Peninsula and 
across Taipa Island, connecting the border, ferry termi-
nal and airport with casino areas such as the Cotai Strip, 
according to a proposal released by the Infrastructure 
Development Office (GDI) yesterday. 

 
Depending on the outcome of a four-month public con-
sultation, tenders may be sought for the project's first 
phase as early as next spring. 

 
Officials estimate the first phase would cost 4.2 billion 
patacas and take four years to complete. 

 
"The new system would offer a great alternative [means] 
of public transport with huge capacity," said GDI direc-
tor Antonio Jose Castanheira Lourenco "Compared to 
the existing means of public transport in Macau, it would 
be safer, faster and friendlier to the environment." 

 
The line would run over the cross-harbour Sai Van 
Bridge and have 26 stops. They would include the Hong 
Kong ferry terminal, airport, border crossing and Lotus 
Bridge. It would be able to carry 16,000 passengers an 
hour. 

 
Annual operating costs would be 90 million patacas, in-
frastructure officials say. They estimate it would gener-
ate a gross profit of 170 million patacas a year. 

 
Last year, 6,286 new cars were registered in Macau - a 
24 per cent rise on 2003. They contributed to the wors-
ening traffic jams in the  28 sq km city. 

 
The government has drawn up two unsuccessful propos-
als to build a railway with the help of Hong Kong's MTR 

Corporation. 

 
The first was not enthusiastically received, in 2003, when 
Macau's economic boom had not yet begun. Last year, a 
proposal for a 12 billion pataca subway system drew fire 
from critics who said it was too expensive and that 
Macau was too small to need a subway system. 

 
Francisco Chau, a GDI engineer, said the subway option 
was found to be too costly and would take too long to 
build. "A subway system costs three to four times what 
an elevated rail system does," he said. 

 
While welcoming the move to drop the subway plan, 
legislator Ng Kuok-cheong said more consideration 
should be given to Macau's old neighbourhoods in de-
signing the rail system. 

 
The lawmaker also called for the government to consult 
the public on how to finance the project and on who 
should operate it. 

 
He suggested the financing be modelled on Las Vegas' 
rail system, which relied on casinos for a majority of the 
cost of construction. 

 
"The casinos should be happy to contribute to a project 
that brings them more tourists," he said. 

 

 

 
 

Macau Grand Prix Committee 

Joins “Macau Week In Beijing” 
Promotion 
 

A spectacular promotion, “Macau Week in Beijing”, was 
held on 1st September in the WangFuJing Pedestrians 
Area of the city. Dr. Fernando Chui Sai On, Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture of the Government of the 
Macau Special Administrative Region, led a delegation of 
approximately 300, including Macau Tourism Develop-
ment Committee members, representatives from the 

(Continued on page 7) 

News from 
Macau 
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Macau tourism industry and Macau Grand Prix Commit-
tee, as well as media and performance artists. 
 
The promotion included different of zones, each used to 
promote a variety of Macau’s many attractions. The 
Macau Grand Prix area utilized a model of the Control 
Tower as a backdrop, and three racing cars were on 
display: Visitors were able to get a close look at the rac-
ing car which helped German legend Michael 
Schumacher win the Macau Formula 3 Grand Prix title in 
1990; the BMW touring car which brought Italian ace 
Emanuele Pirro many Guia Race honours, including sec-
ond place in 1990, victory in 1991 and1992, and a third-
place finish in 1993. The motorcycle on which Michael 
Rutter rode to victory in the 2003 Macau Motorcycle 
Grand Prix was also on show.  
 
In addition to the fascinating race-winning machinery on 
show, at designated times visitors were able to experi-
ence for themselves what it is like to stand atop the 
Macau Grand Prix winners’ podium, with trophies pro-
vided for photo-taking opportunities. 
 
The Macau Grand Prix zone was a great success and 
attracted many Beijing residents as well as tourists. 
 

The Macau Grand Prix 
The Macau Grand Prix – a unique international mo-
torsport spectacular first run in 1954 and featuring the 
FIA Intercontinental Cup of Formula 3, the FIA World 
Touring Car Championship, and the Macau Motorcycle 
Grand Prix… all in the same weekend! The notoriously 
demanding 6.2km street circuit sees riders and drivers 
reach top speeds of 270kph on the straights, then slam-
ming on the brakes to negotiate the infamous 90◦  Lisboa 
Bend and the 180◦  Melco Hairpin. 
 
This November, the awesome collection of men and 
machines will once again take to the Guia Circuit for the 
some of the best in single seater, touring car and two-
wheel motorcycle road racing to be found anywhere on 
earth. In addition to the three headline events, the ac-
tion-packed programme features sports and saloon car 
races for up-and-coming talent. 
 

Preparations for 53rd Macau Grand Prix 
Well Under Way 

The 53rd Macau Grand Prix will be held from Novem-
ber 16th to 19th 2006, and preparations by the Macau 
Grand Prix Committee for ticketing, promotions, and 
logistical works are already well under way. 
 
Tickets are now on sale priced from MOP50.00 for a 

seat at the notorious Lisboa Bend during practice, to 
MOP750.00 for a two-day Grand Stand race package. 
Tickets can be purchased from the Macau Grand Prix 
Committee at macaugp@cgpm.gov.mo (full details and 
prices at www.macau.grandprix.gov.mo).  
 
The Committee has already received an unprecedented 
number of sponsorship enquiries this year. Title spon-
sorship of the races will be confirmed shortly, as well as 
reservations for all hospitality areas. 
 
In 2005, the Grand Prix added another string to its al-
ready-impressive bow, with the inclusion of the final two 
rounds of the inaugural FIA World Touring Car Champi-
onship in the line up which also included the prestigious 
FIA Intercontinental Cup, the unofficial world cup of the 
category, and the Macau Motorcycle Grand Prix.  
 
In March this year the Macau Grand Prix was included in 
UK-based leading motorsport magazine Autosport’s list 
of “Twenty of the top motorsport events you really 
shouldn’t miss in 2006”, describing the event as 
“legendary”. 
 
With two official FIA events, plus a motorcycle Grand 
Prix on the same programme, the 52nd Macau Grand 
Prix exceeded all expectations, and organisers are work-
ing hard to once again stage the three headline show-
stoppers plus a wide variety of high-quality support 
races. 
 
Mr. João Manuel Costa Antunes, Co-Ordinator of the 
Macau Grand Prix Committee emphasised that the suc-
cess of the event depends on the efforts of the Commit-
tee in proactively working with every sector of Macau 
society to ensure each year is an improvement on the 
last. Mr. Antunes added that because international mo-
torsport is a global sport which is developing quickly, 
every effort is made to ensure that the Macau Grand 
Prix keeps pace with this development, and that Macau 
continues to be promoted as a vibrant tourist destina-
tion across the globe through the sport. 
 
This year Macau will celebrate the 40th running of its 
Motorcycle Grand Prix, and a programme of exciting 
activities is planned.  
 
Marshal training is crucial on a street circuit such as 
Macau’s Guia, and a comprehensive programme which 
includes theory and practical instruction plus written 
tests, will be held from April to June by the China-Macau 
Autosports Club (ACMC) and the Macau Grand Prix 
Committee. The training is for Observers, Flag, Track, 
Pit, Paddock and Paddle Marshals, and Track Clearers.  
 
The Macau Grand Prix has earned a well-deserved repu-

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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tation for being the ultimate testing ground for drivers, 
particularly those on their way to the pinnacle of inter-
national motorsport - Formula One. Motor racing 
“royalty” who have raced on the Guia Circuit include 18 
of the 22 current  
Formula 1 drivers, plus 10 of the 16 F1 test drivers wait-
ing in the wings. With its history of more than half a 
Century, Macau is now playing host to the next genera-
tion of famous names and the grid has recently seen the 
likes of exciting F1 debutante Nico Rosberg, Nelson Pi-
quet Junior, and Christian Jones, all of whom competed 
in the 50th Macau Grand Prix, following in the footsteps 
of their famous fathers before them. Bruno Senna, 
nephew of the late, great Ayrton winner of the first ever 
Macau Formula 3 Grand Prix in 1983, competed in the 
same event last year. 
 
The FIA World Touring Car Championship embarked 
upon its second season last weekend, and 20 rounds are 
on the calendar for 2006, with Macau again hosting the 
grand finale as part of the Grand Prix weekend.  
 
Over the four-day 53rd Macau Grand Prix, practice and 
qualifying sessions will take place on November 16th and 
17th (Thursday and Friday), with the races on Novem-
ber 18th and 19th (Saturday and Sunday). 
 

MACAU 
List of Public Holidays, Events & Festivals of Year 2006     
(www.macautourism.gov.mo) 
 

November and December 
 

* All Souls Day    Nov 2 

* 6th Macau Food Festival      Nov 10 – 26 

* 53rd Macau Grand Prix     Nov 16 – 19 
* Macau Galaxy Entertainment Group              
 International Marathon, Half Marathon & Mini 
 Marathon    Dec 3 

* Feast of Immaculate Conception Dec 8 
 Macau International Kart Grand Prix   
        Dec 16 – 17 
* Macau Special Administrative Region  
 Establishment Day   Dec 20 

* Winter Solstice    Dec 22 

* Christmas Holidays      Dec 24 – 25 
* 11th “South China Sea” Cycling Championship in 
 Macau                    Dec 30 - 31 
 

MACAU 
Making waves 
Macau has witnessed a restaurant explosion over the 
past few years. Until recently, apart from the staple Por-
tuguese and Macanese fare, the enclave was best known 
to Hong Kong folk for its inexpensive, gut-busting Chi-
nese food. But now Macau is coming into its own as a 
gourmet's paradise.  
 

(For more details, visit the Website below)  
 

http://special.scmp.com/reports/goodeating/main/ZZZT6FO9CRE.html 

 

Tiny Macau overtakes Vegas Strip   

  
Foreign gaming firms are investing billions of dollars in 
Macau.  
Macau, a tiny special administrative region of China, ap-
pears to have overtaken the famous Las Vegas Strip as 
the world's top gambling destination.  (For more details, 
visit the Website below)  
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6083624.stm 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Recreio Centenary Year 

November marks the 100th anniversary of Club de 
Recreio. The hockey section will host the inaugural 
round of the Club de Recreio annual knockout Cup, 
Plate, and Bowl for the men's and ladies' teams. 

The Board of Management of Casa de Macau Australia 
and its members extends their hearty congratulations to 
Recreio and its members on this auspicious occasion. 

Log on to the following Website for more news. 

www.home.graffiti.net/recreio_newsletter/ 

 
(Continued on page 9) 

News from 
Hong Kong 

http://www.macautourism.gov.mo/�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6083624.stm�
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Ferry terminal a step closer to history 
 

Leslie Kwoh  

 

Wednesday, August 30, 2006, The Standard 

  
Hong Kong's world-famous landmark, the 49-year-old 
Star Ferry pier in Central, moved one step closer to 
demolition Tuesday when the government announced 
completion of external works on the replacement termi-
nal.  

 
Unveiling the new terminal, chief engineer of the Civil 
Engineering and Development Department Fung Kit- 
wing said the Star Ferry Company would start fitting out 
the terminal immediately, with work taking about two 
months.  

 
The terminal will open in November, and the old land-
mark will be demolished three months later.  

 
But while the exterior of the terminal - modeled on the 
1912 version of the terminal - might fool a local or two, 
old-timers will be able to tell the difference upon hearing 
the sound of the imitation bells ringing from the elec-
tronically operated clock tower.  

 
The bells, which sound every quarter of an hour, lack 
the rich and resonant quality of the their authentic coun-
terparts. "The bells may sound slightly different but, 
overall, they're quite similar," Fung said.  
 

While the government initially looked into the possibility 
of transplanting the original clock, a brief investigation 
found that the parts were no longer manufactured, 
which made the clock difficult to repair, he said.  

 
Responding to criticism that the new terminal was in-
conveniently located, Fung admitted passengers would 
have to walk farther to the new terminal, which is lo-
cated 600 meters further out in the harbor from the old 
site - roughly a 10-minute walk. Passengers coming   
from the direction of IFC2, on the other hand, would 
now be closer and faced only a five-minute walk, he said.  

 
The Star Ferry Company has complained that the loca-
tion change, coupled with plans to relocate the public 
transport interchange at the Tsim Sha Tsui pier, will re-
sult in a loss of a third of its passengers, or roughly 
25,000 passengers a day.  

 
The new three-story terminal, located next to the exist-
ing Central ferry piers, boasts a 270-degree sweeping 
view of Kowloon, as well as Hong Kong island. In an ef-
fort to keep with the theme of authenticity, the building 
is almost entirely open-air, cooled only by harbor 
breezes and electric fans.  

 
Natural lighting, including skylights, is also in keeping 
with an eco- friendly approach, Fung said.  

 

The bottom two floors of each of the two "finger piers"  
will serve as boarding and waiting rooms, while the top 
floors will feature a public viewing deck, a canteen-style 
restaurant and a cafe. The Star Ferry Company has also 
applied to set up a bar in one area of the top floor with  
views of the Central business district, Wan Chai and the 
Kowloon coastline, the department said.  

 
In recent months, the public has rallied around the old 
landmark, some calling for its complete preservation, 
with others suggesting it be relocated.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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The South China Morning Post, Hong Kong 
Wednesday, September 27, 2006  

 

Towering achievement  
   TSANG SHUK-WA  

  

  

 
Something amazing is happening above the Kowloon 
MTR station in West Kowloon. Slowly taking shape is a 
14-hectare development comprising a skyscraper office 
tower, a giant shopping and entertainment mall, deluxe 
hotels, serviced apartments and expensive homes.  
Despite its scale, the project, called Union Square, has 
been a well-kept secret.  

 
"I think 95 per cent of the population don't know what's 
really going on, on top of the station," said Maggie Chu, 
senior director for Kowloon commercial leasing with 
property consultancy Savills Hong Kong.  

 
The public had a hint of the area's value and potential 
when a penthouse at The Arch, one of the residential 
developments on the site, sold for a record HK$31,500 
per sq ft. What has driven residential prices to a new 
high in this development is the potential for commercial, 
retail and entertainment.  

 
Union Square will be home to a 118-storey commercial 
tower called the International Commerce Centre (ICC), 
a 1 million sqft deluxe shopping mall called Elements, 
two top-end hotels with 700 rooms and serviced apart-
ments covering 1 million sq ft of space. All of this is in 
addition to the four existing residential developments, 
covering a gross floor area of 6.5 million sq ft. The first 
three residential developments, The Waterfront, Sor-
rento and The Harbour Side were completed in 2004, 
and The Arch was ready in June.  
This time next year will be debut time for the shopping 
mall Elements. And an open-air podium with a 700,000 

sq ft landscaped garden on top of the mall will also be 
open to the general public.  

 
ICC is being developed by Sun Hung Kai Properties. The 
tower, which will become the tallest building in Hong 
Kong, will come on stream in three phases, said K.W. 
Lo, deputy general manager - leasing, Sun Hung Kai Real 
Estate Agency.  

 
The first phase, 900,000 sqft of office space, will be 
ready for occupation at the end of next year or early 
2008. Phase two, 600,000 sqft of space, will be ready by 
June 2009. The final phase, 1 million sqft of space that 
will include the new Ritz-Carlton hotel and an observa-
tion deck, will be ready by February 2010.  

 
By then, Union Square, which MTR Corporation esti-

mates has a value of more than US$10 billion, will be-
come a new hub for Kowloon peninsula. The daily flow 
of office workers, shoppers, residents and sightseers is 
expected to be about 100,000.  

 
The converging of transport lines at Union Square is 
conducive to creating a new hub.  

 
 Besides being on the Airport Express line, one stop 
from Central and 20 minutes to the airport, Union 

The MTR and 
KCRC trans-
port net-
works will 
converge on 
Union Square.  

An artist's impression of the ICC and adjacent  
developments in Union Square.   
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Square will also be the interchange point for the Kow-
loon Southern Link, which connects with the KCRC 
West Rail and eventually will connect to Lok Ma Chau 
and Guangzhou. When the Kowloon Southern Link is 
completed (after 2011), getting to Shenzhen from West 
Kowloon would take half an hour and to Guangzhou 
one hour, said Victor Lui Ting, executive director of Sun 
Hung Kai Real Estate Agency.  

 
Union Square also sits conveniently at the mouth of the 
West Harbour Crossing and along the proposed high-
way to Guangzhou via Lok Ma Chau and Shenzhen.  

 
This corner of West Kowloon might not go as far as to 
replace Central as the key business district, or even 
threaten the significance of adjoining Tsim Sha Tsui, but 
it will be an important part of the central business dis-
trict, the third point in the golden triangle encompassing 
all three hubs.  

 
Mr Lo of Sun Hung Kai said the completed Union Square 
would have all the right ingredients to make it the new 
hub of Kowloon.  

 
"In the '70s, the heart of Kowloon was the golden mile 
stretch along Nathan Road. In the '80s it shifted to Tsim 
Sha Tsui East. In the '90s, it shifted to the Harbour City 
area in Canton Road," he said.  

 
"The Union Square development may change percep-
tions of the CBD to include Central, Tsim Sha Tsui and 
West Kowloon.  

 
"Tsim Sha Tsui has been the hub for lifestyle. The life-
style perception was missing in Central until the Land-
mark and IFC came along. West Kowloon will change 
the face again. It will not replace the importance of Cen-
tral and Tsim Sha Tsui but complement them. The CBD 
will be redistributed and expanded. It will give more 
choices to consumers, shoppers and users," Mr Lo said.  

 
MTR's vision for Union Square is to give Hong Kong 
"the ultimate in sophisticated high quality urban living", 
according to an MTR spokesman.  

 
Also attracting crowds and further livening up the 
neighbourhood will be the future West Kowloon Cul-
tural District, which will be built on the harbour front, 
next to Union Square.  

Ms Chu of Savills Hong Kong said: "When the develop-
ments in the neighbourhood mature, The Arch pent-
house record price might seem a bargain."  

Ferry terminal a step closer to history 
 
Fueling the government's desire to demolish the termi-
nal is a proposed six- lane road, which will require 16 
hectares of reclamation directly in front of the existing 
terminal.  

 
Institute of Architects vice-president Vincent Ng Wing-
shun, leading the debate in the government-advisory 
Harborfront Enhancement Committee, warned that the 
government's penchant for building roads was destroy-
ing the territory's heritage.  

 
"If the government moved the road a little bit to the left 
or right, then we could save the pier," he said.  

 
Star Ferry will operate services from the pier to Tsim 
Sha Tsui and Hung Hom. Hoi Yue Ferry Company will 
run ferries to Tsim Sha Tsui East.  

(Continued from page 9) 

Rodolfo Pedruco     
Rodolfo Pedruco Of Pacifica. 

Born Dec. 8, 1930 in Macau; passed away on Aug. 22, 
2006. His children, Tito, Paul, Mark, Michael, Kevin, Julie, 
and 10 grandchildren survive him. Will be loved and 
missed by many. Services will be held August 30, 2006, 
at 5:00 PM at Star of the Sea Church, 4420 Geary Blvd., 
SF 94118.  

Published in the San Francisco Chronicle  

 

Olga Maria da Luz 
 
Olga Maria da Luz Born June 22, 
1909; at peace with God on July 20, 
2006 at the age of 97. Loving wife of 
the late Eduardo; beloved mother of 
Daniel and Leonardo da Luz, Irene 
(Alphonse) Demee and the late Do-
reen Cruz; dear grandmother of 
Diane, Joseph, Michelle, Carl,     

(Continued on page 12) 
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Yvonne Herrero 
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Adrienne Carasallos (VIC) 
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Jorge Estorninho (TAS) 

Committee Members 

Page 12 

Obituaries 
Christine, Gary and the late Alphonse, 
Jr.; great grandmother of Christian, Brad-
ley, Evelyn, Christopher, Alex and Mat-
thew; dear sister of Doris Hulme and her 
husband Gordon. The family would like 
to thank Tara O'Connor, RN, Sutter 
Hospice and Mary Kay McKown, RN, of 
UCSF for their excellent care. Friends 
are invited to visit Monday, July 31 at 
9:00am followed by Rosary at 9:30 am 
and the Funeral Mass at 10am, ALL at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church, 3240 
Lawton St., 39th Ave. and Lawton, SF. 
Interment to follow at Holy Cross 
Catholic Cemetery. 

 

Published in the San Francisco Chronicle 

(Continued from page 11) 

Welcome to the following new members: 
  
Antoinette Remedios            Derek Fisher            Barbara Sarreal           
Helen Sarreal                        John Remedios        Kristin Remedios                    
Alistair Reid 

  

All are from NSW 

 

Contact us 

Casa de Macau Inc. 

P. O. Box A908 

Sydney South, NSW 1235, Australia 

E-mail: info@casademacau.org.au 

Website: www.casademacau.org.au  

 For Sale 
CDs by 

Armando Santos 
“Lembranças de Macau” 

Armando, a native of Macau, started  

singing at a very young age and has  
performed at several Hotels in Singapore and 

Macau and on radio. 

On this CD he sings in Patuá some old Macanese  

favourites like ‘Mufino’, ’Chapa Cherâ Chipi  

Chuchu’, ‘Ai Qui Saião’ and many more. 
Casa de Macau has secured a limited number of 

these CDs which are for sale at $10 each plus  

$2 postage. 

All orders with payment can be sent to  

Casa de Macau Inc.  

PO Box A908 

Sydney South, NSW, 1235 

 
Reminder Box 

Remember the Polo Shirts? They are still available for 
$15 each plus $2 postage. 

 

Casa de Macau badges - $5 each plus $2 postage. 
Save $2 by ordering a polo shirt and badge on the same 
order!!! 

 
Don’t forget Membership fees will have to be paid by 
31st January 2007. Late payments will incur a penalty! 

mailto:info@casademacau.org.au�
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